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A Nation’s Houses 


particularly in those areas in which the back of the slum 
clearance problem has now been broken. It is good to 
note that the aid that housing societies can give is to 
be further encouraged by a proposed £25m. advance. 

There are. however. some fifty large towns in which 
the problem remains formidable and, in human terms, 
tragic. Nearly half the 1955 total of unfit houses was 
located in these towns, but the rate of clearance over the 
last six years has been far below the national average: 
at current rates of progress, it will be well over a quarter 
of a century before today’s slums are cleared in these 
towns. 


THE GOVERNMENT’S NEW HOUSING PLANS, announced in 
last week’s White Paper and now embodied in a Bill, 
should provide a starting point for further improvements 
in housing conditions throughout the country. The 
Government consider that sufficient progress has been 
made with slum clearance to enable greater attention to 
be given to other tasks—notably, the provision of more 
flats for old people and the improvement of older houses 
which, though still structurally sound, are lacking in 
modern amenities, are often overcrowded and which could 


easily degenerate into slums. 


Some good progress is undoubtedly being made in slum 
clearance. The surveys made in 1954-55 showed that there 
were 850,000 unfit houses; of these 250,000 have already 
been cleared—a national average of nearly 42,000 a year. 
The present annual rate of clearance is now 60,000, and 
on this form the Government estimate that well over half 
the housing authorities in England and Wales will have 
completed their slum clearance programmes by 1965 and 
that by 1970 the great majority will have cleared all their 
slums including those which have become slums since 
1955. The Government have therefore concluded that the 
’ improvement of bad conditions and the relief of over- 
crowding should now have equal priority with clearance 


These sombre facts do not invalidate the Government’s 
conclusion that the time has come to give more attention 
to modernising some of the sounder older houses. If 
there is any error of judgment in the White Paper, it is 
in the assumption that the greatest efforts in modernisa- 
tion should be made in those areas in which the back of 
the slum problem has been broken. Surely, equally deter- 
mined efforts must be made in the most critical areas to 
save structurally sound properties becoming unfit, thus 
adding to an already appalling problem. For these fifty 
towns are faced with a dilemma. One of the reasons for 
their comparative lack of progress in slum clearance is a 








shortage of labour for the building of new houses. To 
divert labour to modernising existing houses would slow 
down slum clearance even more. Here is a problem which 
requires the combined thinking of the Minister, the local 
authorities and the building industry. 

One of the means by which the Minister hopes to 
encourage modernisation is by allowing landlords to 
increase controlled rents by 124 per cent of their expendi- 
ture on improvements. Hitherto, the permitted increase 
has been a mere eight per cent which, after deducting 
legitimate charges, left the landlord with a quite inade- 
quate net return. This is probably one of the reasons why 
landlords generally have been reluctant to apply for 
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improvement grants which, after all, cover only half the 
cost of the works. A substantial programme of moderni- 
sation will almost certainly involve heavy expenditure from 
public funds in the form of improvement grants. This 
lends added point to the Government’s plans to rationalise 
the subsidies for new houses. The Minister hopes that 
the new arrangements will indirectly encourage local 
authorities to adopt more realistic rent policies. It is to 
be hoped that more local authorities will adopt differential 
rent schemes, and our only comment would be to ask: 
why rely on indirect persuasion? It could be more 
effective were the new Bill to require local authorities 
to do so as a matter of law. 


Festival Spirit 


THAT THE CREATIVE INFLUENCE of the Festival of Britain 
has had its effect on architecture, landscaping and the 
visual arts over the past ten years and that that influence 
is still discernible today, cannot be denied. As an 
experiment in co-operation between the arts and practising 
artists, between artistic bodies and industry, it had its 
parallel to a limited extent only in the Great Exhibition of 
1851. The modern festival was not an event confined to 
matters of design or even of exhibitions, rather it was an 
overt act of national reassessment and an incentive to 
greater achievements for the future. The Festival of 
Britain was not merely an impressive display on the South 
Bank; the idea had its ramifications throughout the 
country, and the Lansbury Estate was not the least of its 
permanent results, It boosted prestige abroad, emphasised 
the value of research and good design, raised the status 
of the artist and the scientist, and infused an awareness 
of and a tolerance for culture and esthetics which have 
always been sadly lacking in a nation whose philistine 
attitude towards such things is even now having its unfor- 
tunate effect on product design. 

SIR GERALD BARRY’S assessment of the influences of the 


Saltire Society 





Awards for Housing 


1951 Festival on current design (see page 354) has 
come at a time when a reappraisal of Britain’s design 
standards is urgently needed. The influences spoken of 
have become commonplace and have resulted in an 
indiscriminate mixture, lacking harmony and restraint, 
often interpreted without skill or taste. It is difficult 
to see that design standards can be improved when the 
forces within our society are apparently so irresistible. 
One of the most significant aspects of the Festival of 
Britain was that the organisers, not the exhibitors, were 
the arbiters of what was to be shown and the methods of 
display; merit was the primary consideration, and from 
these beginnings, of course, came the Design Centre. 

The spirit of the undeniably successful Festival of Britain 
lingers still and it has been suggested that it be manifested 
into a new festival or grand exhibition on similar lines. 
Such an exhibition would stimulate a new public aware- 
ness of and commercial interest in the advantages of 
well-designed, cheerful, and efficient surroundings and 
articles of everyday use. It would be a much needed 
release of the spirit and give a long overdue impetus to our 
export programme. 


SALTIRE SOCIETY’S AWARD FOR FLATS: Scheme at Annfield, Newhaven, for Edinburgh 
Corporation. 


Sir Basil Spence and Partners, architects 











THE SALTIRE SOCIETY housing design 
award for local authority housing com- 
pleted during 1959 is made to R. E. 
& B. L. C. Moira for houses at Heddell’s 
Park, Lerwick, and to Sir Basil Spence 
and Partners for flats at Annfield, New- 
haven. The Lerwick scheme is laid out 














on a sloping site and consists of a series 
of enclosed courts at varying levels. 
Means of access within the scheme is 










primarily for the pedestrian, the only car 
park being placed in a cul-de-sac. The 
scheme of flats at Newhaven consists of 
two-, three- and four-storey blocks 











arranged around a partly open grass 
courtyard on a steeply sloping site facing 
the Forth. Full use is made of changing 
levels and careful attention has been 
given to the design of paths, ramps, steps 
and retaining walls. The Society feel that 
this scheme merits close study by housing 
authorities faced with the problem of 
building on hilly sites. 
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A TIMELY AND ENCOURAGING EXHIBITION 
was opened on February 16 at the County 
Hall (North Block, Chicheley-street en- 
trance) and continues until March 4, 
writes Basil Marriott. Its avowed pur- 
pose is to encourage recruitment of staff 
for the greatly expanded London roads 
programme, and it illustrates the team- 
work necessary between engineers, town- 
planners, architects (both ‘ mineral’ and 
‘ vegetable’) and surveyors if that is to 
be achieved without tearing the guts out 
of live cities and substituting iron- 
mongery. The considerable contribution 
that, for instance, sculptors can make is 
not overlooked, but we have not got so 
far as to have them actually on the staff 
of local authorities yet. 

A series of panels, illustrated by photo- 
graphs, drawings and models, sets out the 
problem by its salient points (widespread 
road construction: traffic growth over- 
taking the rate of that construction: the 
consequent need for a more ambitious 
and radical miaster-plan, based on 
scientific traffic studies) and by defining 
the targets for successive attack (inter- 
sections, road-widenings, new routes) 
‘brief’ the visitor almost as for a major 
military operation—and rightly so. The 
brief is punctuated by timely warnings. 
such as the only partial answer offered 
by ‘ better’ (from the motorist’s point of 
view?) roads; the danger of their being 
socially destructive; their relation to 
large-scale developments for humans 
(who will survive for a little longer); and 
the need for attention to detail. 

The conclusion of the argument is that 
‘the pedestrian will come into his own.’ 
One of them at least hopes that he will 
live to see it, if only dimly through spec- 
tacles from his wheel-chair. But 


SALTIRE SOCIETY’S AWARD FOR HOUSES: 
Corporation. 





Notes of the Week 


‘New Roads for London’ Exhibition ; Lethaby Lectures ; Manchester City 
Architect ; Development Scheme Ballot; Builders in Guildhall 


momentary cynicism does not deter this 
pedestrian from congratulating the LCC 
for both the motivation and mounting 
of such welcome evidence of constructive 
civic conscience in what has become the 
overriding urban—and for that matter 
rural—modern problem. 


Lethaby Lectures 


A LARGE, attentive and appreciative audi- 
ence at the RIBA on February 15 heard 
Senor Henrique E. Mindlin give the first 
of his three Lethaby Lectures on Brazi- 
lian Architecture, writes Basil Marriott. 
This was called ‘Baroque Across the 
Seas’: there followed ‘ International 
Architecture in the Tropics’ (February 
20): and ‘ Brasilia—Dream or Reality?’ 
(February 22). 

Senor Mindlin, the Royal College of 
Art’s recently-appointed Lethaby Pro- 
fessor of Architecture, is well known as 
an architect in Brazil, and has travelled 
extensively in both the Old and New 
Worlds. He was concerned with Brazil’s 
Economic Mobilization and the wartime 
rationing of essential materials. His 
present architectural practice is combined 
with the editorship of an architectural 
paper, and he has been a board member 
of Brazil’s Institute of Architects since 
1943. His command of English is remark- 
able, and his lucid and incisive delivery 
is salted with an occasional pinch of dry 
humour. His reference, for instance, to 
the aristocracy’s influence on _ later 
Baroque as engendering a sort of ‘ glori- 
fied religious jockey-club style’ was apt 
and well-taken. 

. * . 


CLEARLY, from such evidence as the 
RIBA Brazilian and the two Mexican 


Scheme at Heddell’s Park for Lerwick 
R. E. and B. L. C. Moira, architects 


























































































exhibitions—notably the unforgettable 
Tate one, which included objects in the 
round and ancillary craftsmanship—the 
roots of Latin America’s development in 
the modern movement are in its Baroque 
transplantations. But it was encourag- 
ing also to have Senor Mindlin’s con- 
firmation of one’s impression that the 
transplanted has benefited from the 
cross-fertilization of native creative im- 
pulse: indeed, he credited the invention 
and craftsmanship of both the Indians 
and the descendants of African slaves 
for more than the mere pop-art variz ts 
to which Baroque extends. 


Manchester City Architect 


THOSE WHO SAW THE ADVERTISEMENT in 
‘The Builder’ last week inviting applica- 
tions for the post of City Architect to 
Manchester Corporation will have 
realised that the long and distinguished 
term of othce of Mr. Leonard C. Howitt 
is coming to an end. Though Mr. Howitt 
does not, in fact, retire until mid-Novem- 
ber, the corporation’s intention in seeking 
his successor at this stage is to enable the 
latter to have a couple of months with 
Mr. Howitt before he takes over. 

Mr. Howitt, who last year was awarded 
the Manchester Society’s bronze medal 
for his Blackley crematorium, will have 
the satistactuuon before he goes of having 
completed another major contribution to 
the city’s buildings, the Assize Hall and 
Law Courts, to be opened by the Queen 
in March. These buildings, and the 
deveiopment of the Ringway airport, are 
part oniy of a heritage of fine architec- 
ture tnat Mr. Howitt nas given to the city 
of Manchester; the corporation has been 
fortunate indeed in its city architect. 


Development Scheme Ballot 


A BIRMINGHAM firm of developers has had 
the ingenious idea of organising a ballot 
of the inhabitants of the area likely to 
be affected in an effort to get one of its 
alternative development schemes accepted 
by the local authority. The town chosen 
is Browahilis, Staffs. where the 
developers, Annol Builders Ltd., are 
Organising a poll of 20,UUU people who will 
be asxed to vote on the merits of three 
suggested development plans for the town 
centre. Mr. C. P. Nolan, governing direc- 
tor of the firm, is reported to have stated 
that they were * giving a guarantee to sub- 
mit to the local authority, as our pro- 
posals for the area, that scheme which 
receives the support of the majority of 
Brownhills citizens.’ 

At first sight the ballot proposal might 
seem harmless enough, but there are some 
obvious pitfalls. How, it may be asxed. 
can ordinary people be expected to know 
enough about the technicalities of plan- 
ning to decide on the merits of a parti- 
cular scheme?- Traffic, for example. 
diverted from one area may cause chaos 
in another. It is not perhaps surprising 
that the reactions of the Brownhills UDC 
have been ‘ guarded.’ The merits of any 








particular development scheme need to be 
assessed by qualified planners. The 
council in question are reported to be 
already in touch with another firm of 
developers, and are, wisely, going to 
accept whichever scheme seems best 
suited to the needs of the town. 


Builders in Guildhall 


THE ANNUAL DINNER of the Institute of 
Builders, which seems to have taken 
root in Guildhall, was a success. Builders, 
with architect guests, from many parts of 
the country filled the hall and (as 
reported last week) heard some excellent 
speeches, from the Lord Mayor and the 
Bishop of Chester in particular. The 
Lord Mayor, Sir Bernard Waley Cohen, 
may go down in history as one of the 
best after-dinner speakers the Mansion 
House has produced, aswell as one of 
the most forthright; we cannot remember 
any holder of his office previously sug- 
gesting, even in a personal capacity, that 
the City rates might well come down! 

The speeches of the Institute represen- 
tatives, if a little long, were acceptable, 
and the Bishop of Chester (who admitted 
to experiencing the hope that he might 
at some future time be thought of as a 
good bishop rather than merely as an 
ecclesiastical Boat Race umpire) sent 
everyone away in happy mood. 

* * * 

THE CONTINUED SUCCESS of this dinner 
is an indication, though by no means the 
only one, of the steady development of 
the Institute as the body recognisable as 
including within it all that is best, ethic- 
ally and technically, of the management 
side of building. Remembering that 
words have connotations, it is perhaps a 
pity that over-use is made of the word 
‘ professional ’ to describe the aims of the 
Institute, but undoubtedly it is the spirit 
of professionalism that Mr. Swayne and 
his council are seeking to instil into the 
builder’s craft, and as such it is that the 
Institute on every hand is being recog- 
nised. With such aims, backed by its 
keen council and devoted staff, the Insti- 
tute is unlikely to look back. 


Poet’s Corner 


Some reflections on the design for the 
IUA Congress Buildings, illustrated in 
“ The Builder ” last week. 

Here where the South Bank blazed ten 

years ago 
The IUA has planned another show, 
Intended to enlighten those who seek 
The latest in material and technique. 

See how this fresh design, in manner bold, 
Makes an ingenious use of outlines old; 
Note how in serried ranks the pyramid 
Provides the HQ building with its ‘lid.’ 
Oddly this latest exhibition style 

Stirs musings on the Pharaohs and old 

Nile, 

And pleasingly confirms us in the view 

That, spite of all, there’s really nothing 
new. 

That, though materials enlarge their range, 

Building geometry can never change 

Comforting thought when students take to 


jawing 
And write pretentious prose instead of 
drawing. 
ANON. 
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Letters to the Editor 


False Perspectives ; Birmingham and its Town Hall ; 
The Architecture of Speech 


siR,—How long will architects and 
draughtsmen continue the dishonest prac- 
tice in their perspectives of depicting 
buildings in spacious settings when in fact 
they know that the actual products will 
be seen from no greater distance than the 
other side of a narrow street? Thousands 
of us detest the claustrophobic gloom of 
London streets and yearn for the vast 
public squares and boulevards of Con- 
tinental cities which make Trafalgar 
Square look like a backyard. 

But to portray a projected building in 
a solitary grandeur it will never enjoy, is 
cheating. 

HAROLD E. JESTY. 
151, Wolsey-drive, Kingston, Surrey. 

P.S. Who is the distinguished gentle- 
man with the side burns on the title page 
of ‘ The Builder,’ please? 

*** He is Joseph Aloysius Hansom, archi- 
tect, designer (with his partner, Welch) of 
Birmingham Town Hall, inventor of the 
Hansom cab and founder and first Editor of 
‘The Builder.’ Some interesting informa- 
tion on the Town Hall is given in the letter 
which follows from Ald. J. H. Lewis, OBE, 
Lord Mayor of Birmingham, 1959-60.— 
EpITor. 


Birmingham and its Town Hall 


siR,—You did ask at the time of our 
meeting in Birmingham recently if I 
could give you some information about 
Birmingham prior to receiving its Charter 
in 1838. 

Until that time Birmingham was gov- 
erned by the Street Commissioners who 
were the successors of the Church War- 
dens, and it was they who commissioned 
the Town Hall and the Market Hall. The 
former was opened in 1834 and the 
Market Hall in 1835. The Town Hall 
particularly was an outstanding building 
of its day, completely dwarfing all around 
it and it was Hansom and Welch. archi- 
tects, of Liverpool who were commis- 
sioned to design it. It was an ambitious 
design; the Street Commissioners showed 
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‘ Autres temps, autres meurs, 

Percival—you can’t combine a 

modern outlook with a penchant for 
Georgian architecture! ’ 


great foresight but were inspired by the 
Committee of the Birmingham Musical 
Festival. Miscalculations of the contrac- 
tors delayed progress, they having under- 
taken to build it for £17,000; ultimately 
the building cost £25,000. 

The building is of brick faced with 
Anglesey Marble given by Sir Richard 
Bulkley, owner of Penmaen Quarries. The 
bricks were made at the spot of earth 
taken from the foundation. The hall 
is 145 ft. in length, 65 ft. wide and 65 ft. 
high, and at the time it was said that it 
was a noble edifice and marked the 
beginning of a new era. 

W. Bates, BA, tells in his ‘ Pictorial 
Guide to Birmingham ’ that a new species 
of machinery was constructed to raise the 
framed tie-beams and principals of the 
roof to the top of the building, i.e., 70 ft. 
In this operation an accident occurred 
through the hook of a pulley block break- 
ing, by which two workmen were killed. 
A monument, consisting of the base of 
a pillar wrought by one of them, was 
erected in St. Phillip’s Church Yard by 
the employees and workmen. 

The Council House itself was opened 
in 1879 and was inspired by Joseph 
Chamberlain, as were many other things. 
including the University which arose out 
of Mason’s College. Mason was a friend 
of Chamberlain and a prominent and suc- 
cessful Birmingham business man. 

Birmingham, under Royal Charter. 
became a City in 1889 and has carried a 
title of Lord Mayor since 1896. 

ALDERMAN JOHN H. LEWIS [OBE, JP]. 
290 Lordswood-road, 
Harborne, Birmingham. 


The Architecture of Speech 


sirR,—Did ‘Acanthus’ really have that fine 
architect Guy Maxwell Aylwin, of Farn- 
ham, in mind when he drew his usual 
witty contribution last week? 

G. STEWART MORRISS [ARICS, AMIMUNE], 

Sweethaven, 

Sindlesham, Wokingham, Berks. 


RIBA Housing Conference, 1962 


stR,—In the note on page 316 of ‘ The 
Builder’ of February 17, you say that 450 
tickets will be available for this confer- 
ence and that bookings may now be 
made. I would be grateful if you would 
issue a correction as we shall not be call- 
ing for applications until the end of the 
year. 

WwW. A. WATSON, 

Administrative Assistant, RIBA, 

66, Portland-place, W1. 


Building Matters 

ARTHUR CANNELL, a clerk of works, and 
Robert McCallum, a contractor’s agent, 
typifying the two key figures on every 
building site of any size, will describe in 
‘ Building Matters’ on February 28 (Net- 
work Three), how each complements the 
other’s work and discuss their mutual 
problems with Charles Crichton, director 
of a building company. 
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Students’ Refectory, University College, London 


R. C. WHITE-COOPER, MC, BA, FRIBA (WHITE-COOPER & TURNER), architect 
Y. J. LOVELL (LONDON) LTD., general contractors 


THE ACCOMMODATION had to be planned 
below the Donaldson Library, with part 
of the existing physics annexe included in 
the plan. A self-service refectory was 
required, supplying 1,700 mid-day meals, 
together with a kitchen and equipment, 
services, stores and offices. The kitchen 
had to supply an additional 300 meals for 
the staff dining room, and the accommo- 
dation generally was required to be suit- 
able for evening social functions. 


The restricted site available necessi- 
tated a two-level plan, with an upper and 
lower refectory connected by an internal 
staircase. The upper refectory is 
approached up a short stair flight from 
the Octagon at ground floor. The lower 
refectory is entered from two colonnades. 


Consultants: Ove Arup & Partners, 
structural engineers; Barlow, Leslie & 
Coombes, electrical & lift engineers; 
Dolby & Williamson, heating, hot water 
& ventilation engineers; Lady Holford, 
decor & furnishings; Henry Smith, 
kitchen layout and equipment; Eric 
Lynde & Partners, quantity surveyors. 


Top and above, three views of the 
upper-hall students’ refectory, which 
has a staircase link direct to the lower- 
hall. Seating for 280 students in each 
hall is provided, with 1,700 lunches 
served during three sittings. The halls 
will be used for social functions 











sub-contractors & suppliers : 

Maple strip, polyvinyl, rubber and linoleum flooring: Acme Flooring Co.; Portland 
stonework: Bath & Portland Stone Co.; deep freeze and cold room equipment: E. A. 
Bott; acoustic tile ceilings: Burgess Products; glazed wall and floor tiling: Carter & Co., 
London; metal stairs and handrails: H. & C. Davis; electrical installation: Drake & 
Gorham; plumbing: Grant & Son; lightning conductors: Gray & Son; kitchen equip- 
ment: Gardiner & Gulland; fibrous plaster: G. Jackson & Sons; metal grilles: Kent 
Engineering Co.; light fitting, special dining room: Liberty & Co.; electric lifts: Marryat 
& Scott; asphalt: Metropolitan Asphalte Co.; heating, hot water, ventilation: Watkins 
Heating Co.; ironmongery: Yannedis & Co. 
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Housing on the Radburn Principle 


ARTHUR LING, FRIBA, MTPI, city architect, Coventry 
GWYN MORRIS, LRIBA, principal architect (housing) 
GEORGE WIMPEY & CO. LTD., general contractors 





four-storey flats on west side of the site 





| 1 corner type flats 


bedsittingroom ground ¢ first floor 
scale: lin=16 ft. 








livingroom 






WILLENHALL WOOD HOUSING ESTATE is designed on the 
Radburn principle of segregated vehicular and pedestrian 
circulation. Dual access is achieved by a through road 
feeding cul-de-sac garage areas and by a network of 
pedestrian ways linking the dwellings internally to the 
shops, nursery school, and public house, and externally 
to open spaces and major pedestrian routes. 

The site of 33 acres is bounded on the north west by 
existing St. James’-lane, on the west by the proposed outer 
link road. The ground rises gently from contour 280 in 
the north east corner to a flat plateau on contour 299 in 
the south-west. The maximum slope is approximately 
1 in 44. 

The dual circulation system is reflected in the design 
and layout of the dwellings. The culs-de-sac are at the 
rear of the dwellings, which are formed in tight groups 
about them, allowing garages to be placed at the bottom 
of the private back gardens. Service access and approach 
from vehicles is given by a garden path leading to the 
kitchen door of the houses, or the service areas of corner 
flats. External stores, fuel stores and dustbin housing, 
project into the back gardens giving privacy. screening 
and ready access to them from the garden paths. Screen- 
ing at the foot of gardens is also afforded by the garages. 











THE BUILDER February 24 1961 351 





The pedestrian ways or streets provide access to the frontages 
of the dwellings. 

A primary factor in the design of the houses has been 
to encourage the playing of children in the front spaces by 
affording ready supervision of these areas from within the 
house. To this end a ‘through’ kitchen-dining room has 
been used. 

One basic 5-person house unit has been evolved round the 
stair, heating and plumbing core. This unit is reduced in 
frontage to give a 4-person house, or converted into a 6- 
person internal corner house by the addition of a bedroom 
on the ground floor. 

Corner flats have been used in various combinations pro- 
viding accommodation for single people, couples without 
children, and families not requiring a garden. The ground 
floor flats may be occupied by old people. That this form of 
dwelling will fulfil a demand is shown by the 1956 review 
of the waiting list for Corporation houses in Coventry; 46 
per cent of the applications being from 1 and 2 person house- 
holds. 15 per cent of which are old people. 

Four-storey blocks of flats have been used on the western 
edge of the site. 

Accommodation totals 644 units consisting of 284 houses, 
300 corner flats and 60 flats in 4-storey blocks, 331 garages. 


PROPORTION OF DWELLINGS BY SIZE : 


Willenhall Waiting list 
0 ee ee ee 16% 16% 
oe a 20% 30% 
. = aT 3% Ky 
. eee ee 2%, 19% 
6 aie! lpia 1-5% Ly 4 


DENSITIES AND AREAS : 

Total area of site= 

Public House site= -175 acres 
Nursery School =:25_ ,, 


32-925 acres 





— “425 .,,° 
Net residential area... ... = 32°5 acres 
650 
Net density ...  ... ... = —— =20 dwellings per acre 
2 
Total number of habitable 
rooms See es ok 
: 2,234 ' 
Net accommodation density +=————- =69 habitable rooms 
32:5 per acre 
2,234 


Average dwelling size .... =——— = 3-04 habitable rooms 
650 per dwelling 

Area of road, 256 sq. ft. per dwelling; garage approaches, 

77-5 sq. ft. per dwelling; foot paving, 147-5 sq. ft. per dwelling. 
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pedestrian ways to the house frontages 


corner type flat 
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Housing on the Radburn 
Principle 


Job architects : D. Lyddon, C. Griffiths. Electrical 
consultant : Granville Berry, City engineer and sur- 
veyor. Quantity surveyor: R. F. Lear. 


sub-contractors & suppliers : 


Garages: Ernest Batley Ltd.; floor & roof tiles: 
The Marley Tile Co. Ltd.; electrical installation: 
National Electric & Eng.; plumbing: J. S. Wright & 
Co. Ltd.; scaffolding: Mills Scaffold Co. Ltd.; glazing: 
Glass (Coventry) Ltd.; fireplace surrounds: Edwin H. 
Fryer Ltd.; joinery: A. E. Shaw Ltd. directional 
signs: Franco Traffic Signs. 
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The South Bank during the Festival of Britain 


a a a police having to close the Embankment 

The Festival of Britain to traffic on the first few nights as the 

. crowds poured down to the River to see 

Its Influence on Design Today the lights. It was a sudden release of spirit. 

In the Peter Le Neve Foster lecture at the Royal Society of Arts on bene ee vane ye py A 

February 15, Sir Gerald Barry spoke on ‘ The Influence of the Festival of my to io = ban rhino) a tet 
Britain on Design Today.’ Sir Gerald was Director-General of the Festival. nae at qetiononte of the F oe : 
The chair was taken by Professor R. Y. Goodden, CBE, ARIBA, Master of aaypiicun 

the Faculty of Royal Designers for Industry. Extracts from Sir Gerald’s I shall always remember the remark 

made at that time by, of all people, the 


remarks follow: 

Archbishop of Canterbury, about the 
I DON’T FEEL THE NEED this afternoon to circumstances were unique. It was a ‘Skylon.’ It had, he said, ‘the supreme 
make a speech for the defence. The morale-booster, and, in the most literal merit of serving no useful purpose what- 
Festival doesn’t need defending. But in sense, an eye-opener. I remember the _ soever.’ I remember also being accosted 
order to assess its value fairly we should 
first recall what it eae about. The direc- Pedestrian precinct, Stevenage Town Centre. L. G. Vincent, CBE, ARIBA, 
tive which its organisers were given in Agahienct to the Bessie C ti 
1948 was this: the Festival of Britain —— ants — 
was ‘ To display the British contribution 
to civilisation, past, present and future, 
in the arts, in science and technology, 
and in industrial design.” That was a 
phrase to be repeated so often during the 
next few years that I cannot speak it 
even today without a slightly traumatic 
reaction. But the point to note is this: 
the Festival was not an event confined to 
matters of design, or even to exhibitions. 
It had a much wider objective. It was 
intended as an act of national re-assess- 
ment. After a decade of war, deprivation 
and actual and metaphorical dark- 
ness, it was to be a moment for remem- 
brance of things past and _ incentive 
to things future. Although its centre- 
piece was the South Bank Exhibition in 
London, it had its ramifications all over 
the Kingdom. Much of what it set out 
to do it could only do once, because the 
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on the Fairway one rare fine summer’s 
evening by a visitor from the United 
States. Pointing to the Skylon he asked 
me ‘ What is that?’ ‘ The Skylon,’ I said. 
‘What’s a Skylon?”’ he persisted. Non- 
plussed, I replied in the manner of 
Gertrude Stein, ‘A Skylon is a Skylon.’ 
So then he asked, ‘But what does it 
do?’ ‘To tell you the truth,’ I said, now 
slightly crestfallen, ‘It doesn’t do any- 
thing.” ‘ Well then,’ he demanded, look- 
ing more and more bewildered, ‘ What’s 
it for?’ This put me on my mettle. ‘It’s 
not for anything.’ I replied, sternly; ‘ It’s 
for fun.’ He went away sadly, like the 
young man in the Bible. I labour this 
trifle deliberately. Apart from the special 
needs of that particular time, sheer gaiety 
of building can have some purpose 
(especially on an Exhibition site) if it 
helps to excite interest in the value of 
environment. In his inaugural address 
as President of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects last November Sir 
William Holford said this, and I think it 
is worth quoting in this context: 

When the viewing gallery is opened over- 
looking a site excavation, when scaffolding 
climbs into the sky, and rooms take shape, 
and great interiors like the Festival Hall or 
Coventry Cathedral fill with sound, then the 
neuroses of urban life fall away—and they 
do not only fall away for the moment. This 
is a lasting vision you have when vou sud- 
denly feel architecture around you. The 
problem is to get as many people as possible 
to participate in the adventure of building, 
and having participated to remain attached, 
so that the environment as a whole improves. 


The Enterprise Worthwhile 


But in spite of many disappointments, 
and far too many unrealised hopes, I 
believe that not only was the enterprise 
worth the fabulous effort it entailed but 
also that it has had some’ permanent 
creative influences, which are descernible 
in Britain to-day. If I were to be asked 
what was the biggest single quality of the 
Festival of Britain I would reply that it 
was a great experiment—the biggest ever 
made in this country—in co-operation 
between all the arts and practitioners of 
the arts, and between artistic bodies and 
industry. What is more, over a wide 
range of the artistic, industrial and social 
life of the country—at first reluctantly but 
with increasing identification—the Festi- 


Model of the proposed Commonwealth 
Kensington. 


val brought a sceptical industrial and 
commercial opinion into line; so that 
when the Exhibition opened it did repre- 
sent most of what was best at that time, 
in the arts and in industry, in a rare 
alliance. Has this borne fruit? I see that 
my friend Sir Basil Spence, past President 
of the RIBA and one of the leading 
architects and designers for the Festival, 
was speaking the other day about the 
importance—and the opportunities—of 
collaboration between architecture and the 
artist. That ten years after we tried to 
set the example this appeal should still 
be so sharply needed points to at least 
a partial failure. On the South Bank, and 
in the smaller exhibitions too, we did 
attempt a blending of architecture and 
the other visual arts in a single har- 
monious pattern—whatever may be 
thought today of its quality or style—to 
show how each can serve and supplement 
the other. We could all wish that this 
experiment had been better consolidated. 
But perhaps some seeds were sown. 
There is also this to be said: the Festival 
gave a big chance to quite a large number 
of young architects and designers who 
have since made good and whose talent 
has since been adding distinction and 
liveliness to the British scene. 


Influence on Product Design 


On the salesmanship side, the purpose 
of the South Bank Exhibition was to 
foster exports by showing goods of top 
quality in design and manufacture and to 
impress visitors with the inventiveness of 
our display techniques. The organisation 
which had to be set up to put on show 
10000 and more individual exhibits—in 
itself something of a marvel of improvisa- 
tion—is one of the things we can firmly 
point to today as an initiative that has 
borne continuing fruit. 

The Council of Industrial Design, in 
co-operation with manufacturers and 
trade associations, made during 1949-50 
a detailed survey of the whole range of 
current British production. Manufac- 
turers were invited to send in details and 
photographs of their best products. Out 
of this was built up what became known 
as the 1951 Stock List. The Festival was 
in a real sense the begetter of the Design 


Institute to be built at Holland Park, 


Robert Matthew and Johnson-Marshall, architects 





Centre in the Haymarket. Sir Gordon 
Russell, at that time Director-General, 
and I tried hard in the period leading up 
to the Festival to get the Board of Trade 
to agree to the creation of a temporary 
Design Centre in a part of the Victoria 
and Albert Museum. Sir Leigh Ashton, 
the then Director, was willing and co- 
operative, but it was not to be: the site 
was available. but not, we were told, the 
steel. But in 1952, when the Festival 
was over, and the possibilities of Design 
Review had been made apparent, Gordon 
Russell and I went to see the new 
Minister, and out of this ultimately 
emerged the present Haymarket establish- 
ment. 

Where the designs of larger industrial 
products are concerned, I think no one 
could claim that the influence of the 
Festival has been in any way marked. 
Take Transport as an example. The 
‘Comet’ aircraft was already with us: 
nothing very distinguished has marked 
the last ten years of British motor-car 
design; and no one I fear could reason- 
ably claim that British railway design 
has notably leapt ahead. Nor, I think. 
would the building profession or archi- 
tects claim that the Festival has had much 
continuing influence in the field of build- 
ing methods. Where then can we turn 
for traces? As we look around I think 
we may find quite a few. In manufac- 
tured goods we should probably look in 
the direction of the light industries—to 
furniture, textiles, lighting equipment, 
tableware, and such things. In these 
departments, anyway, British design has 
been improving and perhaps the Festival 
was the stimulus. Particular attention 
was given in the planning of the South 
Bank to the importance of detail—detail 
of all sorts: to such things as good letter- 
ing on captions and on sign posts, to 
interior and exterior furniture, to elec- 
trical fitments, litter bins, details of land- 
scaping, the texture and colour of paving; 
and, above all, to lighting, interior and 
exterior. I feel pretty sure that all this 
meticulous attention to detail did, in its 
total effect, stimulate a new public aware- 
ness of, as well as a commercial interest 
in, the advantages of cheerful and efti- 
cient surroundings. It went a small way 
towards Sir William Holford’s aim of 
getting people ‘to participate in the 
adventure of building.’ The results are 
to be seen today in all sorts of ways— 
not all of them good. In spite of the 
shameful mess and muddle still prevail- 
ing in our urban scene I think the 
Festival has had some influence on the 
design and use of street furniture, and 
also on the lay-out and landscaping ot 
intimate urban vistas. It forced a retreat 
from the third-rate * rockery’ style which 
was threatening to turn the metropolitan 
scene into a suburban front garden. 


Influence on Decoration 


The influence of the Festival on both 
official and commercial minds was soon 
afterwards shown at the Coronation, in 
the stylishness of the decorations and in 
the choice of those invited to design them. 
There was a marked improvement. I am 
not myself an unqualified admirer of the 
Christmas decorations in Regent-street 











Department store in the Strand for Peter Robinson Ltd. Denys L. Lasdun, FRIBA, 
architect 


and Oxford-street, but the best of these 
n recent seasons have been gay and 
clever and the fact that they exist at all 
perhaps owes something to the stimulus 
of 1951. Again, the brilliantly successful 
facelifting operation in Magdalen-street, 
Norwich, instigated by the Civic Trust 
(and soon, I hope, to be tried in other 
cities) probably owes something to the 
initial spur of the Festival—as does pos- 
sibly even the existence of the Civic Trust 
itself? As I have already said, the South 
Bank organisers paid particular attention 
to illuminations, even inviting a damned 
foreigner—to the disgust of several people 
at the time—to come over and advise us. 
The Ministry of Works also took great 
pains that year to improve and extend the 
floodlighting of public buildings. In the 
event, the illuminations of London were 
successes of the 


one of the major 
Festival, and I believe this success has 
had its effect throughout the country 


ever since. Another thing we did was to 
make strong use of primary colours to 
enliven buildings and landscape. In this 
bold use of colour, in the marriage of 
architecture and sculpture, in scrupulous 
use of landscaping, in attention to 
elegance and ffinish in interior and 
exterior fittings, new standards and a new 
style were set up—the ‘Festival Style’ 

which evidently caught the imagination 
of other designers and also created a 
public or commercial demand. It was 
copied all over the country—copied, and 
gradually debased. In due course the 
Festival Style became a cliché. Probably 
this was inevitable. Buildings, fittings, 
décor deliberately designed for an Exhibi- 
tion may take liberties—ought to take 
liberties—which are not necessarily suit- 
able for permanent use without modifica- 
tion. More important, when a style is 
imitated by inferior craftsmen and intro- 
duced in unsuitable surroundings it can 
soon begin to acquire a meretricious 
look. You can’t wear a buttonhole at a 


funeral and expect to look well dressed. 
God preserve us always from the right 
thing in the wrong place. 

The Festival fashion in interior design 
was to be seen at its best at airports and 
terminals, in some hotels and travel 
bureaux, and in many posh executive 
suites; and at its worst in all those sad 
little coffee bars, and above all in that 
wholesale face-lifting which in the past 
decade has transformed the interior of 
the English pub into something that 
doesn’t look like a pub at all (and cer- 
tainly not like the South Bank either). 
All the same, the general influence was 
good; the trouble is that the style has 
remained static. That is the fault not of 
the Festival designers but of their succes- 
sors. In 1951 a general face-lift, and a 
general heart-lift, were both overdue and 
the Festival gave us both. The standards 
of what I may call public design are 
higher to-day than ten years ago—higher, 
and I think gayer. The Festival did hit 
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people in the eye, which is the right 
objective whether you are a pugilist or a 
planner. In general there is a bit more 
elegance about, though still a shameful 
amount of sheer mediocrity and down- 
right bad planning. 

Finally, let me remind you that the 
Festival itself brought into existence a 
respectable number of permanent new 
buildings not to mention several pieces 
of first-rate sculpture, some fine paintings 
and a number of musical compositions 
which are now part of the national reper- 
toire. To start off with, there is the 
South Bank itself—now at long last to 
be fully re-developed—with its four 
acres of new embankment reclaimed from 
the Thames mud. There is the Festival 
Hall, there is the National Film Theatre, 
there are the extensive pleasure gardens 
and the popular fun-fair in Battersea 
Park. There is the Memorial Garden 
next to St. Paul’s—a permanent addition 
to the City’s meagre public spaces, and 
filled to capacity every lunch hour. There 
is the re-planned Parliament Square and 
the street developments at the southern 


ends of Westminster and Waterloo 
bridges. More important, there is the 
Lansbury ‘neighbourhood’ scheme in 


Poplar, which owes its existence to the 
Festival and much of which was planned 
and built in time for it. In many pro- 
vincial towns buildings were _ recon- 
structed under the impetus of the Festival 
year—among them the Free Trade Hal] 
at Manchester (home of the Hallé 
Orchestra), the lovely Assembly Rooms 
at York and at Norwich, the restoration 
of Buckland Abbey, Plymouth and of the 
Walker Art Gallery in Liverpool. There 
would have been much more, but in those 
days Austerity was still with us and pub- 
lic building was severely rationed. Up 
and down Britain more than 2,000 towns 
and villages did something to mark the 
Festival Year, and many of these things 
have made some permanent improvement 
or added some new amenity to the local 
scene. Yes, in spite of many disappoint- 
ments, and many failures, both public’ and 
private, to ‘ follow-through,’ the Festival 
of Britain was a worth while adventure 
and left Britain a little better off in 
several ways than it was before the whole 
thing began. 


Cornish Architects 
A Lively Year Book 


ILLUSTRATIONS of the recent work by 
members; a useful paper on electric heat- 
ing; and much other valid information 
is included in the current year book of 
the Cornwall branch of the Devon and 
Cornwall Society of Architects. The 
book follows the recent trend in these 
publications in which matter other than 
the mere recording of history, impor- 
tant as that may be, is provided. The 
honorary editors, J. H. Crowther and 
J. B. Crowther, should be well pleased 
with an excellently produced year book 
which is not only a record of past pro- 
ceedings and achievements, but a con- 
venient guide to such things as the con- 
ditions of engagement and scale of pro- 
fessional charges; local authorities; and 
the date of submission of building 


plans. Notable events recorded include 
a course on architectural management 
and the Dillington House conference on 
new structures, materials and techniques. 

One note of concern, however, is ex- 
pressed in the students’ report by J. T. 
Tetlow. In it he says that something of 
a cloud hovers over the Department of 
Architecture, at Trevenson College, Cam- 
borne, and that the future of the course 
may be somewhat dubious. Loss of mem- 
bers and the fact that the school is only 
just managing to keep its numbers above 
the minimum requirements of the county 
education committee is the cause of 
anxiety. We earnestly reiterate the plea 
that the inter-RIBA members of the 
Society as well as probationer entrants 
should attend the course at the college. 
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Proposed Flats for Aged People, Birmingham 


A. G. SHEPPARD FIDLER, MA, BARCH, FRIBA, AMTPI, city architect 
J. R. SHERIDAN-SHEDDEN, DIPARCH (CARDIFF), FRIBA, lately deputy city architect 
J. G. WATSON, MCD, BARCH, ARIBA, AMTPI, senior architect (general) 
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Why utility 12 single BR, ! DB, 2 lounge edining rm persons at Birchfield, Birmingham, 
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tC = : Wo to conserve the use of land within 
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lounge | s-b.2 sb3 TO “ “ 
eee es = a t the occupants coupled with maxi- 
[balcony W-O mum exploitation of the lift installa- 
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; +10 O+10"O%lO “O's 10” O% six double rooms distributed over 
six floors, and planned as self-con- 
tained communities for not more 
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ivegprep The structure will be reinforced 
st concrete, and the structural elements 
left exposed to express the indivi- 
dual bedsitting room as a unit of the 
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sb.2. |s-b.3 |s-b4. office} hall | onl veyor; J. Roger Preston & Partners, 
= 5 7 Kee ty y electrical and mechanical engineers; 
Ppa A cloaks |visitors| s-b.5 Alan Marshall & Partners, structural 
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os engineers. 








358 THE BUILDER February 24 1961 


Precast Concrete Techniques 


—" 
ree 


THE DESIGN Of Hammersmith Flyover was 
determined both by practical and aesthe- 
tic considerations. The route of the fly- 
over crosses six carriageways and the 
District and Piccadilly Railways, all of 
which had to be left undisturbed during 
construction, The structure is very wide 
in relation to height, and passes close to 
a variety of old buildings, making it 
essential to reduce the effect created by 
its massive proportions. A _ prestressed 
concrete structure was decided upon, con- 
sisting of precast units to allow off-site 
fabrication, supported by a central row 
of columns. 

The flyover is a prestressed concrete 
structure arranged in 16 spans, 11 of 
140 ft., 2 of 120 ft., 2 of 94 ft. 6 in., and 


On The Hammersmith Flyover 


HUBERT BENNETT, FRIBA, architect, LCC 
J. RAWLINSON, CBE, MICE, chief engineer, LCC 
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1 of 74 ft. This 2,043 ft. length of sus- 
pended structure is flanked by approach 
ramps which increase the length to 
2,831 ft. The 61 ft. width is made up of 
two 24 ft. carriageways separated by a 
median strip with outlying service foot- 
ways. The choice of span length was 
determined by the crossings which have 
to be made. 

The main structural element is a con- 
tinuous hollow spine beam 26 ft. wide 
and varying in depth from 6 ft. 6 in. at 
midspan to 9 ft. at the supports. It is 
formed of beam segments 8 ft. 6 in. in 
length which alternate with 12 in. thick 
transverse cantilever units. The joints 
between these precast units are of fine 
concrete 3 in. thick so that together the 





model of western end of flyover 


units make up a 10 ft. module. The 
units are prestressed together by longi- 
tudinal cables of 14 in. diameter which 
pass through the hollow spine beam in 4 
clusters, one cluster on each side of each 
inner web. 

The reinforced concrete cantilever 
units serve a dual purpose; they act as 
diaphragms for the spine beam, and their 
outer arms support the precast reinforced 
concrete slabs 8 in. thick, which form the 
outlying sections of the carriageways. The 
roadway slabs are made continuous by 
overlapping their projecting reinforcing 
steel and placing in situ concrete joints. 
Substantial and continuous in situ con- 
crete edge beams complete the load- 
carrying superstructure and form the 


a portion of the structure post-tensioned and the staging removed 
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G. MAUNSELL & PARTNERS, consulting engineers 
MARPLES, RIDGWAY & PARTNERS LTD., general contractors 
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Hammersmith Flyover 


outer footways of the flyover. 

The superstructure is supported by 
tapering concrete columns cast in 
situ which are connected to the spine ieee a 
by vertical prestressing bars, Longi- apnoea eee 
tudinal movement of the flyover ROAD WEATING CABLES mM 9} SAND ASPHALT 
caused by temperature change, creep 
and shrinkage of the concrete is 
accommodated by roller bearings 
located at the foot of each column. 

The smallest beam segment weighs 
approximately 36 tons and the lar- 
gest, which is placed over the 
columns, weighs 60 tons. 

The cantilever units, shaped like 
inverted coat-hangers, are 12 in. 
thick and 59 ft. long, with a maxi 
mum weight of 15 tons. In all there 
are 202 beam segments and 202 can- 
tilever units. 

The beam segments which are 
placed over the columns are pre- 
stressed to them by means of 24 Lee- 
McCall high tensile bars of 1} in. ( 
diameter. These bars pass right : 
down the walls of the columns inside 
ducts with their lower anchorages 
cast into the column foot. Longi- 
tudinal prestressing of the spine 
beam is provided by 1} in. diameter K 
stranded cables using the Gifford- X 
Udall system. “+ IT 

The substantial edge beam on each : 
side of the flyover, 3 ft. 6 in. wide 
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and 1 ft. 6 in. deep, is primarily a . 
: < <i TRANSVERSE PRESTRESSING ANCHORAGES 

structural member which distributes . 
any excess loading. All the precast | 
units are being manufactured by the 
contractor at a casting yard at 
Heston. xgRK g) 
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diagram of the construction units 
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cross section through flyover deck 





section showing method of stressing 
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News of the Week 


Fabrics for 1961 


A GOOD PARTY does not invariably launch 
a good exhibition, and it is pleasant for a 
writer not to have to face the consequent 
embarrassment, writes Basil Marriott. 
That of Heal Fabrics Ltd. on the last day 
of January to introduce their 1961 col- 
lection was enjoyable in both senses, even 
to the choice of background music for 
conyersation or design shop-talk, and 
snatches of such personal discoveries as 
George Shearing and the MJQ’s ‘ Django’ 
made the squareness appropriate to one’s 
age still seem reassuringly distant. 

Heal’s have of course the advantage of 
a stock of props in mounting such events: 
this could for instance have helped the 
RCA’s textile show (recently noted here) 
to avoid the washing-day look of 
unrelated and unrelieved textiles, however 
well draped. In other ways I found the 
Heal show generally realistic—as to prices, 
for instance, for a standard width of 
48 in., making cost calculation easy: and 
as to a general look which nobody except 
perhaps the ‘popular’ Press could call 
arty-crafty or cottagey, but at the same 
time avoided such women’s page excesses 
as, e.g., ‘amusing’ gilt sacking seeming 
to call for more status than most of us 
could take seriously, or afford. Particu- 
larly livable I thought Nicola Wood’s 
Echelon, Paule Vézelay’s Meander (but 
with an unaccountably limited colour- 
range) and Lucienne Day’s Larch. 

* * * 


HEAL’S 1961 Collection of new designs 
for furnishing domestic, business and pub- 
lic interiors was first presented a week 
later and, I understand, remains on show 
until April 8. In this case, an even more 
crowded party in necessarily reduced 


space makes brief generalisations unavoid- 
able, as well as the more divergent trends 
of the international contingent. But even 
allowing for these, I felt less happy about 
the furniture than the fabrics; some pieces 
seemed out of this world in the wrong, 
or space-fictional, sense and rather like 
those almost surgical aids for jugglers in 
circuses or on the halls. By contrast, 
‘Scandinavian’ examples seemed more 
self-righteous than ever—callisthenic 
rather than acrobatic, perhaps! 

The Heals’ own designs, on the other 
hand, being less concerned with stunts or 
passing fashions, made a more con- 
genial showing in the context; and their 
adoption of modular principles is surely 
more realistic acknowledgement of the 
time of day than sensationalism. 


TPI Annual Conference 


THE THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE of 
the Town Planning Institute will be held 
at Llandudno from May 31 to June 2, 
under the chairmanship of the president, 
Mr. Rowland Nicholas, CBE. The con- 
ference will be followed by the annual 
meeting of the North of England Division 
on June 3 and 4. The principal speakers 
will be Mr. Lewis B. Keeble, MA, FRICS, 
MTPI, Director of Studies, Department 
of Town Planning, University College, 
London, on ‘ Planning at the Crossroads ’; 
Mr. J. L. Womersley, FRIBA, MTPI, city 
architect, Sheffield, on ‘Housing the 
Motor Car’; Mr. J. Seymour Harris, 
FRIBA, AMICE, MTPI, on ‘ The Design 
of Shopping Centres’; and Mr. P. L. 
Hughes, OBE, LRIBA, MTPI, on ‘ Ran- 
dom Reflections on Planning.’ There will 
be a presidents’ Forum in which current 
planning questions will be discussed by 





Sir William Holford, PRIBA, Mr. J. D. 
Trustram Eve, PRICS, Sir Herbert Man- 
zoni, CBE, PICE, and Mr. Arthur S. 
Hamilton, PIMunE. Mr. Rowland 
Nicholas, PTPI, will be in the chair. The 
conference headquarters will be at the 
St. George’s Hotel, and the meetings on 
May 31 and June 1 will be held in the 
Winter Garden Ballroom, Gloddaeth- 
street. There will be a conference fee of 
1 guinea for non-members of the Insti- 
tute. Further details and application 
forms, which should be returned not later 
than April 21, may be obtained from the 
Institute, at 18 Ashley-place, London, 
SWwl. 


Engineers’ Amalgamation Favoured 


AT A SPECIAL general meeting of the Insti- 
tution of Civil Engineers in London on 
February 16, it was announced that mem- 
bers had voted their approval of 
amalgamation of their Institution with the 
Institution of Municipal Engineers. Of 
7,690 members of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers who registered postal votes, 
5,757 were in favour of amalgamation. 
The postal referendum of members of the 
Institution of Municipal Engineers 
(reported in our last issue) recorded 3,108 
out of 5,015 in favour of amalgamation. 

This merger would be a major step in 
the unification of the engineering profes- 
sion and could well set a pattern for 
future developments. Over 31,000 mem- 
bers of both Institutions are concerned. 
The position is however complicated, 
states the ICE, by the fact that the 
Institution of Municipal Engineers’ postal 
vote is not final, and the matter is to be 
decided by a special general meeting of 
their members in June. 

If the decision is taken to proceed with 
amalgamation, application will be made 
to the Privy Council for its approval. 


Model of the proposed new printing house for the University of Cambridge Press, work upon which is due to start next 


month. 


The site is to the south of the city, off Brooklands-avenue and alongside the railway line to London. 


The approach 


will be by Shaftesbury-road, leading into a new service road which will be planted with trees and shrubs and give access to 


a wide, paved forecourt with pools, flower beds and surrounding lawns. 


The architects are Beard, Bennett, 


Wilkins & 


Partners ; the consultant structural engineers, Frederick S. Snow & Partners; consultant mechanical engineers, Harold 
Young & Associates and L. J]. Schwarz & Partners ; the quantity surveyors, Gardiner & Theobald ; and the principal contractor, 


Johnson & Bailey, Ltd., of Cambridge. 





The contract figure is in the region of £lm. 








More ‘ Hospital Building Notes’ 


THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH has now distri- 
buted to the hospital authorities in Eng- 
land and Wales two more publications in 
its series of Hospital Building Notes. One 
of these gives guidance on the design of 
a Short-stay Psychiatric Unit at a District 
General Hospital, and the other deals 
with the planning of a Physiotherapy 
Department for a General Hospital. Both 
are published by HMSO at Is. 3d. each. 

These Notes are to help _ hospital 
authorities both in preparing their build- 
ing programmes and in achieving efficient 
and economical planning and building. 
They will be revised as often as may be 
necessary to keep them fully up to date 
in the light of further practical experi- 
ence, changes in technique, and develop- 
ments in medicine. 


Gulbenkian Foundation Grants 


JHE BOARD OF TRUSTEES of the Gulbenkian 
Foundation of Lisbon announced on 
January 24 a list of grants totalling about 
£550,000 made or promised for artistic, 
educational, scientific and charitable 
objects during the second half of 1960— 
making a total of over £1m. for the year. 
Grants in the United Kingdom and the 
British Commonwealth total about 
£70,000. Among those for the arts, which 
total £52,350, is one to the University of 
London, Institute of Archaeology—£2,000 
per annum for five years for the academic 
part of a post-graduate course, combin- 
ing practical and theoretical training, for 
architects wishing to specialise in the 
care and restoration of ancient buildings. 
Other grants include one of £4,500 for 
the purchase of premises suitable for con- 
version into a gallery and studios for the 
Penrith Society of Arts in Cornwall, St. 
Ives, to replace rented premises which 
have to be vacated early in 1961 ; £3,000 
towards new premises for exhibitions, 
storage and offices for the Midland Group 
of Artists, at Nottingham, to replace 
existing rented premises ; £10,000 
towards the construction of an experi- 
mental studio theatre on a site acquired 
by the London Academy of Music and 
Dramatic Art; and £1,000 to the Man- 
chester library committee towards the 
embellishment of a theatre to be built 
as part of a civic and community centre 
to serve an outlying housing estate. 

The Foundation has already announced 
its intention to pay £2,000 towards the 
cost of an exhibition of Korean art in 
London, organised by the Arts Council, 
to be held at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum from March 23 to May 7. 


The Professional Engineer 


VISCOUNT CHANDOS, chairman of AEI Ltd., 
will be one of the principal speakers at a 
one-day conference sponsored by the 
Engineers’ Guild at the Connaught Rooms, 
Great Queen-street, WC2, on March 22. 
The theme of the conference will be ‘ The 
Professional Engineer—His Employment 
and Development’ and the chairman will 
be Sir Hugh Beaver, President of the 
Guild. The speakers will be Mr. D. J. 
Mann on ‘ The Engineer and the Techni- 
cian’; Mr. A. R. Cooper on ‘The 
Engineer in Management’; and Lord 
Chandos on ‘ The Engineer in Society.’ 





The London Region 


THE NATURE'AND IMPACT of the rapid 
growth of the London region will be dis- 
cussed, and ways of meeting this chal- 
lenge to planning considered, at a con- 
ference on ‘ The London Region and the 
Future of South-East England’ convened 
by the Town and Country Planning Asso- 
ciation. The conference will be held at 
the County Hall, London, SE1l, on March 
17, when the LCC’s Expanded Towns 
exhibition will be on view. Conference 
tickets (members, 15s., non-members, 
20s.) may be obtained from the Associa- 
tion, at 28 King-street, London, WC2. 
The principal speakers will include Mr. 
Wyndham Thomas, Director of the Asso- 
ciation, Mr. Peter Self and Mr. Michael 
Stewart, MP. Among the detailed pro- 
posals for a regional development plan 
for the south-east the Association will 
suggest specific sites for new towns and 
town expansion schemes; new priorities 
in motorway construction; and closer co- 
ordination of Government policies. 


FAS Professional Examinations 


THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL of the Faculty 
of Architects and Surveyors announces 
that professional examinations in building 
and quantity surveying will be held in 
London and certain provincial centres 
from May 15 to 19, inclusive. Examina- 
tion entry forms and regulations may be 
obtained from the Secretary, 68 Glouces- 
ter-place, London, Wl. The closing date 
for entries is April 24. 


Luncheon to the Lord Mayor 

AS THE LORD MAYOR will be abroad on a 
civic visit on April 25, the date of the 
LMBA luncheon in his honour has been 
changed to April 28, at the Savoy Hotel. 


Professional 
Announcements 


On February 20 MESSRS. PIPER, WHALLEY & 
PARTNERS, ARICS/A/ARIBA, moved their Bun- 
gay address to 6 St. Mary’s-street, Bungay, 
Suffolk (tel.: Bungay 255/6). The addresses 
of their offices at Lowestoft, Norwich, Col- 
chester and Melksham (Wilts) will remain 
unchanged. 


Coming 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24 

PICCADILLY CIRCUS REDEVELOPMENT. — 
Exhibition of designs of the ‘ Evening News 
and Star’ Piccadilly architectural com- 
petition. Opening by Mr. F. R. Yerbury. 
Building Centre, Store-st., WCl. 11.30 a.m. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28 

INSTITUTION OF CIVIL ENGINEERS.— Some 
Experiences with Prestressed Concrete Piles,’ 
by Mr. S. V. Gardner and Mr. D. H. Drew. 
Great George-st., SWI. 5.30 p.m. 

BBC (NETWORK THREE).—‘ Building Matters.’ 
7.30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION. —‘ Relation- 
ship Between Architect and Catering Con- 
sultant,’ by Mr. T. S. Gibson. 34-36 Bed- 
ford-sq., WCl. 6.15 p.m. 

BRIXTON SCHOOL OF BUILDING.—Open Forum 
on: ‘Tall Buildings.’ Ferndale-rd., London, 
SW4. 6.45 p.m. 

WILLESDEN TECHNICAL COLLEGE.—Presenta- 
tion of prizes and certificates for 1959-60, by 
Dr. F. M. Lea. College Hall, Denzil-rd., 
NWI1O0. 7.15 p.m. 

TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE.—Annual dinner. 
Trocadero Restaurant, Piccadilly Circus, W1. 
7.30 p.m. 





THURSDAY, MARCH 2 
NORTHANTS., 


BEDS. & HUNTS. ASSOCIATION 
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PROFESSOR R. GORDON BROWN, MA (EDIN), 
FRIBA, has joined the architectural and town 
planning firm of TECHNIC, of 6 Welbeck-street, 
London, W1, and Bognor. Overseas the firm 
is associated with Messrs. Nickson and Borys 
& Partners who have offices in Lagos, Accra 
and Freetown. Technic, in company with 
Messrs. Oscar Faber & Partners, structural, 
mechanical and electrical consulting 
engineers, and Messrs. D. A. R. Rowland & 
Partners as quantity surveyors, form a con- 
sortium all sharing the same office accom- 
modation, and able to give closely inter- 
locked professional services with a single 
channel of responsibility to the client. 

MESSRS. REX PROCTER AND PARTNERS, char- 
tered quantity surveyors of 15 Blenheim-ter- 
race, Leeds 2, have opened an office at 11 
Blake-street, York (tel.: 53455), and will be 
pleased to receive trade literature. 

MR. EMILE J. HOSKING, LLB, ARICS, FIARB, 
chartered quantity surveyor, has moved his 
practice to 1 New-ct., Lincoln’s Inn, Carey-st., 
London, WC2, where he will be pleased to 
receive interesting -trade literature. 

G, A. HANSCOMB PARTNERSHIP, London, 
Tonbridge, Ghana, Nigeria, Canada and 
Jamaica, have opened a further branch office 
at 145 New London-rd., Chelmsford, Essex 
(Chelmsford 57562) under the direction of 
the resident partner Mr. A. G. Tapley, 
ARICS. 

MESSRS. LESLIE J. NEWTON & PARTNERS, 
chartered quantity surveyors of 9-10 Staple 
Inn, Holborn, WCl, have taken into the 
partnership MR. J. D. SAXTON, ARICS, who has 
been a member of the firm for a number of 
years. 


A Hundred Years Ago 


From The Builder of Feb. 23, 1861 


A PLAGUE OF TOADS.—At a recent meeting 
of the Bath council, the cold water com- 
mittee (as it is rather curiously styled) 
recommended the erection of a paling 
round the reservoir at Batheaston, at a 
cost of £95. Mr. Fuller said the object 
was to prevent the inroad and continual 
descent of toads. The fact was that the 
consequences of their inroad into the 
reservoir were serious. The spawn was 
in such myriads, that it got into the 
water-pipes, and caused a great deal of 
expense. From the statements of other 
members, the nuisance appeared to be of 
a very disgusting nature, but the paling 
was reported to be an efficient protection 
for the future. 


Events 


OF ARCHITECTS (BEDS, BRANCH).— Archeology 
in South Persia,’ by Mr. I. Weatherman. 
Shire Hall. 7.30 p.m. 
FRIDAY, MARCH 3 
INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 
(WESTERN COUNTIES BRANCH).—Joint meeting 
with Institution of Civil Engineers (South 
Western Assn.): ‘ Berkeley Power Station— 
Some Special Factors Influencing Design and 
Construction,’ by Mr. A. L. Brake. Small 
Lecture Theatre, University Engineering 
Laboratories, University-walk, Bristol 8. 
p.m. 
INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 
(WALES & MONMOUTHSHIRE BRANCH).—Joint 
meeting with RCA: ‘ Lift Slab Construction.’ 
by Mr. F. R. Benson. South Wales Institute 
of Engineers, Park-pl., Cardiff. 6.30 p.m. 
INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS,— 
Graduates’ and students’ section: ‘ Report on 
a Visit to Brazil, Venezuela and Mexico,’ by 
Mr. D. Matthews. Engineering Centre, 
Stephenson-pl., Birmingham. 6.30 p.m. 
SATURDAY, MARCH 4 
INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS’ DISCUSSION CLUB.— 
Annual dinner. Tavistock Banqueting Rooms, 
Charing Cross-rd., WC2. 6.30 p.m. 
CHRISTIAN UNION FOR THE ESTATE PROFES- 
sion.—Annual dinner. Members’ Dining 
Room, House of Commons, Westminster. 
7.30 p.m. 

















THE BUILDER February 24 1961 


More Everyday Things 


BY ARTHUR W. KENYON, CBE, FRIBA 


30. Remember the Plumber 


THERE MAY STILL be plenty of opportuni- 
ties before the winter finally leaves us to 
remember the plumber. Today I had my 
own opportunity when I needed his 
services urgently. It reminded me how 
much he does for us in his unglamorous 
calling, for I think I may not always have 
given him the praise and attention he 
deserves. 

Faced with the domestic crisis of a 
blocked sink, I thought I knew enough 
about plumbing to relieve the situation 
myself and went to it with assurance and 
confidence, only to find the long and 
tortuous journey to the waste pipe quite 
outside my range of skill, and with much 
loss of domestic face I had to retreat and 
call for our friend, the plumber. 

The plumber’s bag of tools is quite 
essential. I find. and not at all the pro- 
verbial joke handed down to us. Grips, 
blow lamps, solder, rolls of wire, rodding 
canes, plunger, torch, matches—all are 
necessary in the two hours’ labour it takes 
to relieve the stoppage. The plumber 
then picks up his bag, goes on his way, 
and all is well again. We breathe sighs 
of relief and forget him until the next 
time. 

But in my case, nice man that he was, 


he did not spare my blushes. Not only 
had I to face the self-knowledge that I 
was no plumber, but he even left me with 
doubts about being an architect. I took 











much to heart all the hard things he had 
to say about architects and their idea of 
running pipes willy-nilly without thought 
of future cleaning problems. 

You may have things better ordered in 
your household, but it is worth checking 
to see, for winters come regularly once 
a year. Are all your pipes wrapped? Are 
the elbow joints taken care of? Those 


Planning Permissions 
Local Authority Not Bound by Official’s Sanction 


From a Legal Correspondent 


A CASE that must be very disturbing to 
builders and other contractors and de- 
velopers was recently decided in the High 
Court of Justice and is reported as 
Southend on Sea Corporation v Hodgson 
(Wickford) Ltd. The Southend borough 
engineer had given an assurance in writ- 
ing that planning permission was not re- 
quired for the use of certain land as a 
builder’s yard. No doubt this opinion 
was given in complete good faith. As a 
result of this assurance the firm in ques- 
tion, Hodgson (Wickford) Ltd., bought 
the land and used it for a yard. 

Despite the fact that the borough sur- 
veyor had written that ‘the land . . . has 
an existing user right as a builder’s yard 
and no planning permission is therefore 
necessary,’ subsequently the town clerk 
wrote that the corporation had received 
many complaints about the use of the 
land and there was considerable evidence 
that there was no such existing use. Con- 
sequently on April 20, 1960 the corpora- 
tion served an enforcement notice. 

When the builders complained to the 
justices that no planning permission was 
required they said that the corporation 
were estopped from calling for evidence 
to contradict the statements in the 
borough engineer’s letter. Although the 


Lord Chief Justice said that he had been 
constrained to support the decision of 
the justices which clearly accorded with 
common sense, he must accept the view 
of the corporation that estoppel could 


not operate to prevent or hinder the per- 
formance of a statutory duty or statutory 
discretion intended for the benefit of the 
public or a section of the public. 

The builder unsuccessfully contended 
that this was a statutory discretion not 
a positive public duty and therefore must 
be treated differently. His Lordship 
could not distinguish however between 
statutory discretion or duty. The word- 
ing of §.23 of the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Act, 1947, the enforcement section, 
was that if it appeared to a local planning 
authority that any development had been 
carried out without grant of planning per- 
mission they might, if they considered it 
expedient to do so having regard to the 
provisions of the development plan and 
to any other material considerations, 
serve an enforcement notice. 

On this basis the Lord Chief Justice 
held that any restriction on the corpora- 
tion giving evidence as to the true posi- 
tion would prevent the exercise of a true 
discretion. 

The practical effect of this decision is 
that no reliance can be placed on any 
opinion expressed by the planning 
authority, and builders and _ other 
developers will have to obtain and if 
necessary pay for independent advice on 
the planning position. This may not be 
as easy as it sounds as the facts of the 
situation, especially as the years go by 
leaving 1947 well behind, are often known 
only in detail to the local authority. 
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inaccessible places are the ones that freeze 
up. My plumber told me that frozen 
pipes are the worst job he has to tackle, 
but I don’t suppose for a moment you 
will think of calling the plumber in to 
check that everything is protected. You 
will wait, like the rest of us, until the big 
freeze sets in and water starts to ooze and 
then you will telephone madly for atten- 
tion from some poor distracted man, and 
you will fill in the time whilst you are 
waiting for him by saying things about 
the architect who designed the house. I 
am feeling very chastened as I write, for 
I am wondering how many inaccessible 
pieces of plumbing I have allowed to pass 
which will some day cause trouble, if they 
have not already done so. 

Plumbing is not for everyone. There 
are no spectacular results. The best of 
it is covered up and the highest state the 
plumber can achieve is that of oblivion. 
There is nothing to admire when his work 
is exposed, and when a new building is 
complete and the crafts line up for com- 
mendation I doubt if anyone will 
remember the plumber. But the minute 
water appears where it should not, or fails 
to appear where it should, he is spon- 
taneously remembered by all. I have 
learned my little lesson at the kitchen 
sink and I shall henceforth pay far greater 
homage to the tradesman who has the 
knowledge and skill to control my water 
supply. 


Building in the City 


Drawings Approved for Fleet Street 
Buildings 

THE COURT OF COMMON COUNCIL, meeting 
at Guildhall on February 16, approved 
the drawings for the erection of a nine- 
storey building, situated at 167 to 170 
Fleet-street, 2 and 3 Red Lion-court and 
2 Johnson’s-court. 

The building is for use as shops on the 
ground floor with offices over and a base- 
ment car park. The architects are R. 
Seifert and Partners, Red Lion-sq., WI. 


The Council] agreed to permit the 
development, in accordance with plans 
submitted, of a building as an extension 
of Empire House, with shops on the 
ground floor and offices above. The site 
is 149 to 160 Cheapside and 39 Foster- 
lane, and the architects are Messrs. Gun- 


ton and Gunton, Empire House, St. 
Martin’s-le-Grand. 
The Council refused to permit the 


development, in accordance with plans 
submitted, of an office building as an 
extension of Minster House, part of 21, 
22 and 23 Laurence Pountney-lane. The 
architects are Trehearne and Norman, 
Preston and Partners, Kingsway, London, 
WC2. Reasons given for the refusal were 
that the development did not comply 
with the Corporation's planning standards 
relating to plot ratio, car parking and 
daylighting, nor did it comply with the 
Corporation’s proposals for a 32-ft.-wide 
highway from Laurence Pountney-lane to 
Martin-lane. Also, the site should be 
developed as part of a block development. 
Details of other building projects 
approved by the Court are given in our 
Construction News columns. 
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Services Available to Members of the RIBA 


Address to Architects at Bristol Building Centre 


LOCAL ARCHITECTS gathered for an 
informal evening meeting at the Bristol 
Building Centre on January 25 to hear 
MR. ANTHONY WILLIAMS, ARIBA, give a 
lecture on the Royal Institute of British 
Architects’ responsibility to its members 
for technical information and architec- 
tural, job and office management. Mr. 
Williams, who is an assistant secretary 
of the RIBA and head of the Technical 
Department, informed those present that 
he wanted not only to tell them what the 
Institute was doing, but also to dis- 
cover what they wanted it to do. ‘ Why do 
you belong to the RIBA? Why do you pay 
the subscription? And are you getting 
your money’s worth?’ -were the three 
questions with which he opened his lec- 
ture. 

After briefly outlining the early history 
and aims of the RIBA, Mr. Williams men- 
tioned the radical revision which took 
place a few years ago, resulting in the 
establishment of three sections: 1, Tech- 
nical Standards; 2, Management; 3, 
Technical Information. He proceeded to 
explain what these three sections were 
doing and what they hoped to achieve 
in the future. 


Technical Standards 


In the field of Technical Standards, 
said Mr. Williams, the RIBA had had dis- 
cussions with industry concerning the 
problems of the manufacture and design 
of building components, and _ had 
stressed the architect’s preference for a 
smaller co-ordinated range of products, 
better in quality and cheaper in price. 
The speaker felt that architects should 
exploit new materials and designs, not be 
exploited by them. The co-ordination of 
colours and dimensions had also been dis- 
cussed and standardisation had to be 
thoroughly investigated in co-operation 
with the British Standards Institution, as 
it was found that British Standards were 
at present much criticised and not widely 
used in the profession. The complexities 
of building legislation were being studied, 
and an RIBA policy would shortly be 
presented to the Ministries concerned. 

The speaker continued: ‘ The Manage- 
ment section of the Institution is to 
organise a series of courses to replace the 
cost control conferences which have pre- 
viously been held, and will help with the 
provision of speakers for these courses. 
They are also intending to publish a hand- 
book, which will be in the form of notes 
with pro-formas and check lists, on the 
architect and his profession, the architect 
and his office—covering accounts, the 
issuing of certificates and taxation—and 
the architect and his project. An advisory 
service is provided, too, to help with the 
problems encountered by architects in 
their work. 

‘The Technical Information section 
[Mr. Williams’ own department] is paying 
attention to the trade literature problem, 
and will bring out a manual for those who 
produce it, telling them what architects 
want to know. A competition with the 
object of improving trade literature has 


been arranged with the London Building 
Centre, and a similar competition is being 
held by the Barbour Index. Work on the 
standardisation of paper sizes, too, is 
being undertaken by the Technical Sec- 
tion, and the colossal task of producing 
the Sfb filing manual is under way. 

‘Instead of running technical lectures 
which are a benefit only to those archi- 
tects working in London, the RIBA is 
now producing three “ canned” lectures 
on supplementary artificial lighting, elec- 
tric wiring and pre-cast concrete struc- 
tures, to be circulated throughout the 
country. Last year a technical course on 
hospitals was organized, and next year 
there is to be one on housing; the object 
of these courses is to catch up on recent 
developments and to bring architects 
from all over the country to meet one 
another in London and share their experi- 
ences. 

‘The Technical Information service is 
being organized for an experimental 
period of three years to find out what is 
needed, and criticisms and suggestions 
from members of the RIBA will be wel- 
comed. A telephone or postal inquiry 
service has been considered, but this has 
now been shelved for the present. 

‘The RIBA is attempting to organise 
its activities in all these fields on the basis 
of facts, and to this end an office survey 
is being conducted by two economists, 
two architects, and a management con- 
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sultant, who are investigating the short- 
comings of professional education, scales 
of fees for architects’ work, the salaries 
paid for various responsibilities and the 
management and technical competence— 
or incompetence—of the offices they 
visit.’ 


Discussion 


Having informed the meeting of what 
was being done at 
Williams then invited those present to 
comment and discuss their own require- 
ments. Answering questions, he said 
that a ‘Which’ for the building industry 
was about to go into print, that the RIBA 
would in future publish technical articles 
not in the ‘Journal’ but as separate 
leaflets to facilitate filing, and that a 
Technical Subject Index will be produced, 
listing centres supplying information and 
giving a guide to existing printed matter 
—the aim being not to supply more 
literature but to make better use of that 
already available. The speaker also men- 
tioned that a copy of any article in any 
periodical could be obtained from the 
RIBA Library. There was some further 
discussion of office management, and of 
town planning, and it was suggested that 
the RIBA might be able to help in over- 
coming the difficulties and delays caused 
by the formalities which were at present 
necessary. 


Mr, Williams concluded by saying that 
the opinions expressed in the discussion 
had been most interesting to him, and 
he would certainly try to act upon some 
of the suggestions he had received. 


Inquiry Bureau 
A Contract Problem 


QUESTION.—I am confronted with the 
following problem over contracts: 
Using the ordinary RIBA Form of Con- 
tract (not local authority) where quanti- 
ties form part, one party is a limited 
company and the builder is not. Should 
this contract be under seal or hand? Can 
the company apply their seal and the 
other man not? I have always been under 
the impression that in this case under 
hand is the correct procedure. N. H. T. 


ANSWER.—A Legal Correspondent writes: 
At common law, contracts entered into 
by corporate bodies had to be under seal. 
This is no longer strictly necessary as by 
virtue of the Companies Act, 1948, the 
contract can be made on behalf of the 
company by any person acting under its 
authority without the use of the seal— 
provided, of course, that it is not the 
kind of contract which has to be in the 
form of a deed even when made by a 
private person. 


Notwithstanding this provision in the 
Companies Act, many _ contracts by 
limited companies are made in the form 
of a deed, the company’s seal being 
affixed thereto. If the other party to the 
contract is a private person, it is suffi- 
cient for him to sign ‘in the place of the 
seal’: this point is usually indicated by 


the letters ‘ L.S.’ (the initials of two Latin 
words meaning ‘ in the place of the seal ’) 
and sometimes by a red wafer. A. E, T. 


Books Received 


*.* Books noted in these columns may 
be obtained on application to the Book 
Dept., ‘The Builder,’ 4 Catherine-street, 
Aldwych, WC2. Cash (to include postage 
on books to the value of 10s., 9d.; over 
10s., 1s. 6d.) should accompany the order. 


BUILDING ECONOMICS & COST PLANNING. By 
C. D. Browning, ARICS. (London: 
B. T. Batsford Ltd.) Price 21s. 

MY WORK. By Le Corbusier. (London: 
Architectural Press.) Price 84s. 

THE MODULAR. By Le Corbusier. (London: 
Faber & Faber.) Price 12s. 6d. 


ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS from the Col- 
lection of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects. (London: Alec. Tiranti 
Ltd.) Price 5s. 

MODERN ARCHITECTURE IN MEXICO. By 
Max L. Cetto. (London: Alec Tiranti 
Ltd.) Price 70s. 

IDEAL HOME BOOK OF PLANS. (London: 
Odhams Press Ltd.) Price 6s. 

THE PRACTICAL PLUMBING GUIDE. By 


James M. Haig (London: Stanley Paul 
& Co.) Price 21s. 


the RIBA, Mr. ° 
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Planning for Urban Renewal 


The American Approach 


In the paper which he gave at the Town Planning Institute on Wednesday, 


February 1, Dr. 


Nathaniel Lichfield, BSc, 


FRICS, AMIMUNE, MTPI, 


described the American approach to planning for urban renewal and con- 
cluded by asking whether we could adapt any American ideas as improve- 
ments to our own system of planning. We take the following extracts from 


the paper and give some points from 


URBAN RENEWAL is as old as cities, said 
DR. LICHFIELD. Generation by generation 
current users of towns have laboriously 
made over parts of their inheritance to 
suit contemporary needs; the merchant’s 
house has become a bank and the town 
square a car park, solid office buildings 
have been replaced by new and slums 
cleared for roads and housing. Of recent 
years this age-old process has caused a 
flare up of concern and debate. This 
appears to revolve around three main 
questions. First, in what form should we 
remodel our towns, particularly for deal- 
ing with the motor car; second, how can 
we speed up the rate of renewal, particu- 
larly in the twilight areas and in towns 
with burdensome legacies from the In- 
dustrial Revolution; and third, what addi- 
tional machinery do we need for achiev- 
ing satisfactory renewal? I propose to 
concentrate on one aspect of the third 
question, one of particular interest to 
this Institute, which has so far been 
touched upon but not fully debated—the 
adequacy of our land use planning system 
for coping with urban renewal. This 
aspect is basic, a proposition I do not 
have to defend in this audience; adequate 
town planning machinery is essential if 
renewal activity is to make its maximum 
contribution to the kind of towns we 
would all like to see. 


Inadequacy Explained 


Let me first briefly recall why our plan- 
ning system is being thought inadequate 
for urban renewal. It was devised around 
1942-7, when other needs were more 


pressing—the need, for example, to 
establish plans covering the whole 
country, to find suitable locations for 


post-war housing and to redevelop war- 
damaged and obsolete areas; and it was 
geared to development, including rede- 
velopment, as defined in section 12 of the 
1947 Act. In consequence, in the built- 
up areas our plans cater in the main for 
changes through comprehensive _ re- 
velopment, including slum clearance, and 
public works and their associated rede- 
velopment; and our development control 
is concerned in the main with preserva- 
tion, and with preventing poor and foster- 
ing good redevelopment. Our planning 
system thus encourages detailed atten- 
tion to areas to be redeveloped by pri- 
vate or public enterprise, but not enough 
to those parts of the built-up areas, 
much the larger in extent, where renewal 
takes a form other than comprehensive 
redevelopment. This might be a com- 
bination of spot clearance, recondition- 
ing of buildings, environmental improve- 
ments, cleaning up of street furniture, 
removal of nuisance and the rearrange- 
ment of existing street patterns and 
traffic flow. Our planning generally lacks 


the subsequent discussion. 


a clear policy for these areas, or at any 
rate a positive policy, for making them as 
attractive and serviceable as we can, for 
the long time they are going to be with 
us. 


Amendments Needed 


For such reasons, amendments are 
being sought to our planning system, so 
that it may cater better for renewal in 
the wider sense. I propose to open up 
some possibilities for amendment by 
analogy—by telling you about the busi- 
nesslike machine for planning and imple- 
menting urban renewal which is being 
built up in the United States, from where 
I recently returned after a year’s stay, so 
that we can consider whether we can 
pick up some ideas from their approach. 
Without wanting to advocate still more 
imitation of American practices, I myself 
think we can, an assertion which will no 
doubt surprise you as much as it did my 
American friends, among whom our 
reputation as leaders in planning still 
shines very bright. 

May I emphasize that I am not so much 
going to describe American achievements 
and failures in renewal as bring out the 
features in their approach which we may 
be able to graft on to our own system? 
This approach exists largely in the 
pioneering efforts of certain cities, for it 
is only since 1954 that the Americans 
have gone beyond redevelopment to 
renewal in the full sense, and, as they well 
recognize, they are still in the lumbering, 
fumbling stage. But the possibilities in 
the approach—which I saw, for example, 
in the San Francisco Bay area, Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Chicago, Washington and New Haven— 
are in my view very promising. 

{Having described the American 
approach to urban renewal in detail, the 
lecturer concluded as follows: ] 


What US Ideas Can We Adapt ? 


By way of summarizing where I think 
we can look, I will suggest some of the 
main questions which arise for considera- 
tion and discussion. They are not all 


brand new. In short, would our urban 
renewal be facilitated? 
Objective 


(1) if we formally extended our con- 
cept of renewal beyond comprehensive 
redevelopment to comprehensive re- 
newal? By this I mean, in general, all 
those private and public activities which 
retard or terminate urban obsolescence, 
and so help to make over our towns to 
contemporary standards; and more 
specifically, those private and public 
activities which together aim at prevent- 
ing urban decay, at clearing areas which 
have gone too far, and at upgrading 
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buildings, facilities and environment in 
all areas of towns which yet have some 
useful life. 

Survey 


(2) If we sharpened and extended our 
existing planning surveys (such as those 
relating to age and life of buildings, 
deficiency in car parks or open space, 
etc.) to pick out obsolescence in build- 
ings, facilities and environment over the 
whole built-up area? This implies setting 
comprehensive standards for modern 
urban living; we would be concerned not 
only with the unfit dwelling, but also 
with by-law housing without garage 
space. 

Plans 


(3) If in addition to earmarking com- 
prehensive redevelopment or clearance 
areas, we picked out areas requiring 
other kinds of renewal -treatment, and 
prepared plans accordingly? In essence 
these plans would detail our town maps 
area by area (central area, industrial 
areas, residential community) but would 
cater not only for the kind of proposal 
now in town maps but also for the wider 
range of renewal activities which can be 
planned for. Do we not need detail plans 
for all renewal which can be planned for 
and not only redevelopment? 


(4) If we prepared a long-term (say 20- 
year) plan and programme of comprehen- 
sive renewal for the whole town, with an 
indication of timing and priorities? As 
in all our plans, its proposals would need 
to be linked to the resources likely to be 
available. 

Agency 


(5) If more of the detailed planning for 
renewal were done by the authority 
responsible for implementing renewal, 
within a framework set by the planning 
authority? This framework would include 
the county and town map but might go 
into greater detail, for example, into out- 
line neighbourhood or central area plans. 


(6) If the renewal implementing 
authority were a board appointed by the 
local authority and not the authority 
itself acting through a committee? 
Powers 


(7) If there were an extension of public 
powers over established buildings, of the 
kind already in the Clean Air, Factories 
Acts, etc., which enable ‘ public authori- 
ties to compel landowners to observe a 
certain specified standard of social 
behaviour in the use of land’? These 
would be used to secure more extensive 
modernisation of substandard conditions. 


(8) If the numerous local government 
general powers which are available for 
renewal were usable in conjunction with 
each other under a simplified procedure? 
Organisation 


(9) If more self help in urban renewal 
were encouraged? This would mean, for 
instance, more active collaboration in the 
design stage between local authorities and 
representative organisations; the stimula- 
tion of local bodies like our 300 odd civic 
societies; bigger and better Magdalen 
Streets—more attempts to stimulate 
voluntary reconditioning of blocks of 
property by owners and _ occupiers, 
buttressed by and co-ordinated with 
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municipal, technical and financial aid, and 
expenditure on local facilities. It would 
also mean, perhaps, an extension. of the 
practice of local unofficial inquiries, at 
which the authority consider and act on 
representations quite independent of 
Ministerial hearing. 

These are my questions. I leave them, 
and any others I have provoked, for your 
consideration and discussion. 


Discussion 


OPENING the discussion, MR. DESMOND 
HEAP, LLM, LMTPI, said he doubted very 
much from what they had heard that 
evening, that they would want to adapt 
the American ideas to the English scene, 
but he did not want to offer any sort of 
criticism of the way things were done 
in America. He had visited many of the 
places to which Dr. Lichfield had referred, 
and he had seen certain refinements in 
the developments there which he found 
particularly attractive. In many ways 
America did very much more than we 
did, and what they did was good for 
them, but was not necessarily good for 
us. Everything in the US was vastly dif- 
ferent. 

Whichever way they read Dr. Lich- 
field's paper, Mr. Heap said, it was shot 
through with one light motif—the doc- 
trine of ‘ad hocery.” We had got rid 
of the ad hoc approach. In the US they 
were very much addicted to ‘ projec- 
titis.. They went bald-headed for a pro- 
ject and he wondered whether in dealing 
with a particular project, they really 
thought about related projects. In 
America it seemed the urban renewal 
policy was getting more and more closely 
integrated with the planning authority, 
and the more he thought about that, he 
felt it was something we had been doing 
for some time. What he would like to 
see was less of the ad hoc arrangements 
and more improvement in the planning 
machine. We must remember that the 
Americans did not like too great a con- 
centration of power in one place, and 
there might be many good reasons for not 
liking it. 

We in the UK, continued Mr. Heap, 
had some very good bodies all over the 
country democratically elected and forti- 
fied with enormous legal powers if only 
they would use them. To come to the 
point, ‘ Why do we not always use them?’ 
The answer was always finance. He 
believed that our existing planning 
machinery needed ‘a jolly good shot in 
the arm of hot financial juice from the 
presses of the Mint. 

‘It is quite clear,’ he declared, ‘ that 
what urban renewal really needs in this 
country is not some new legal machinery, 
but direct grants from the central 
authority to deal exclusively with urban 
renewal. It is a great pity in this highly 
important matter that the Central 
Government does not get its priorities 
right. It is a great shame that our urban 
renewal finances have to jostle side by 
side with what somebody wants for edu- 
cation, and what somebody else wants for 
housing in a block grant, and it is a 
Position that puts town planning and 
urban renewal always at a disadvantage 
because there are no votes in town 


planning and urban renewal. The votes 
are all in education and housing, and it 
makes it very difficult for the town 
planning aspect to assert itself and get 
a little bit of the money that is going.’ 

Despite its many problems, continued 
Mr. Heap, our urban renewal could be 
made to work as it had been made to 
work in the City of London. They might 
not like some of the buildings that were 
going up. That had got nothing to do 
with town planning; it was entirely a 
matter of architecture, and town planning 
had nothing more to do with architects 
and buildings than architects had to do 
with town planning. If they did not like 
the buildings, they had to remember that 
for every six who did not like them, they 
could find six who did. Urban renewal 
continued apace, and while the local 
authority there or the people building in 
pursuance of the local authorities’ acti- 
vities had now put back only one-half 
of the destroyed space, the local authority 
had recovered the whole of the lost 
rateable value. 

The City of London was an example of 
how urban renewal had been made to 
work, and it was the result of a shot in 
the arm of a direct grant. 


A Difference in Scale 


MR. P. E. JOHNSON-MARSHALL, ARIBA, 
AMTPI, felt that one of the problems which 
it was difficult for people in this country 
to realise was the scale and size of the 
USA. We had a dozen cities ; in America 
they had fifty, and whatever problems we 
had, in the US they were twice and 
three times as big. He agreed with Mr. 
Heap and doubted whether America’s 
legislative methods, which were based on 
quite a different kind of economy and 
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democracy from ours, were really some- 
thing the UK could learn much from at 
this stage. 

Another speaker thought that America 
had a greater sense of urgency in dealing 
with their problems than we had. 

Replying to the points raised, DR. LICH- 
FIELD said he did not want to imply—in 
fact, he thought he made it quite clear— 
that we had anything to learn from the 
Americans in their general planning sys- 
tems. These were on a shaky foundation 
and their methods antiquated. He would, 
also, not suggest we should follow 
American local government which was, of 
course, chaotic. They had nothing to 
teach us except for one point: their 
renewal agencies had independence from 
local government. 

Over the past few years many people 
in the Institute—at its meetings and in 
the Journal—had said that it would be a 
good thing if we could get redevelop- 
ment and renewal away from the autho- 
rity, because, if we did this, it had certain 
advantages. In building new towns we 
had adopted this idea; we had taken 
away power from the government and 
created ad hoc corporations. 

What the Americans wanted was a 
local new town corporation to do their 
renewal. He would also like to make the 
point that while we were doing pretty 
well under planning redevelopment, he 
did not think the planning system, as it 
had been devised—and he spoke as some- 
one who had played some part in it—was 
not devised with urban renewal in mind. 
What the Americans were doing with 
renewal was not redevelopment, and it 
was certainly not blitz redevelopment like 
it was in the City of London. Renewal 
was something wider and he thought 
there was something in it for us. 


Urban Redevelopment 
NFBTE to Send Memorandum to Minister 


MR. FRANK RUSSON, FIOB, President of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, speaking at a meeting of the 
Council of the London Master Builders’ 
Association, on February 16, said that 
there was an aspect of housing to which 
he hoped house-builders would give in- 
creasing attention—urban redevelopment. 
This might not seem so attractive a pro- 
position as the development of new land, 
but he thought they had to remember that 
the older areas in our towns had got to 
be redeveloped; we could not have new 
towns and cities expanding and spreading 
out from rotten cores. 

‘If private enterprise firms are to play, 
as they should, a big part in redeveloping 
existing property,’ the President con- 
tinued, ‘they will need to have the full 
co-operation of the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government and of the local 
authorities. In this connection we have 
been considering at NFBTE headquarters 
all the problems which private enterprise 
firms encounter in carrying out urban re- 
development work today and a memoran- 
dum is being prepared for submission to 
the Minister of Housing. We are hoping 
that this memorandum will form a basis 
for discussions with the Ministry so that 


we may be better able to issue helpful 
advice and guidance to our members. 
‘This is an important move at this 
juncture because the volume of rebuild- 
ing work to be done in this field is 
enormous, and we are anxious to see that 
our member firms are in the best pos- 
sible position to play their full part.’ 


Obituary 
Albert Henry Fennell, LRIBA 


THE DEATH HAS OCCURRED of Mr. Albert 
Henry Fennell, LRIBA, senior partner in 
the firm of Fennel] and Baddiley, archi- 
tects, of Chester-le-Street, Co. Durham. 
Mr. Fennell was 75. 


Major J. B. L. Thompson, MC, MIMunE 


MAJOR J. B. L. THOMPSON, MC, MIMUNE, 
MICE, whose death is reported, was born 
in Carlisle in 1890. He was a member of 
the Institution of Municipal Engineers 
and was elected President in 1947 and 
was Chairman of the Public Works and 


Municipal Services Congress and 
Exhibition from 1951-58. At the age of 
34, Major Thompson was appointed 


Borough Surveyor of Swindon and 
served in this capacity for almost 23 
years. 
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The Week in Parliament 
From Our Own Correspondent 


Preservation of Historic 
Buildings 

‘ THE TASK of preservation and presenta- 
tion of our past is a most inspiring chal- 
lenge ’ declared LORD JOHN HOPE, Minister 
of Works, on February 14. MPs were 
debating a special report from the Esti- 
mates Committee on historic buildings 
and ancient monuments and they had the 
advantage of having before them the 
written observations of the Minister on 
that report. Lord John Hope was thus 
able to elaborate his views at the end of 
some constructive discussion. 

The Minister has substantially accepted 
the report of the Estimates Committee, 
subject to three points which await in- 
vestigation by a Treasury working party, 
but he was able to assure members that 
this working party was getting on with its 
work extremely well and quickly. Ways 
in which parish councils might help the 
Departments in the discharge of its re- 
sponsibilities for ancient monuments are 
being considered and will be discussed 
with the National Association of Parish 
Councils. 

In his written observations, the Minis- 
ter was able to report that in view of the 
recent growth of public interest in 
ancient monuments the Department 
was accelerating the programme for pro- 
viding or improving car parks and lava- 
tories at monuments which were still 
without adequate facilities. The Ministry 
were discussing with the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government and the 
Department of Health for Scotland what 
more could be done to arouse the 
interest of local authorities and in what 
ways the support of amenity societies 
might be enlisted for this purpose. 

But when he spoke in the House, Lorp 
JOHN HOPE said that the operative word 
in the test for grants for buildings of 
architectural or historic interest was ‘ out- 
standing.’ The grants should not be 
regarded as helping owners personally, 
although they did indirectly. The money 
was paid for repairs to houses which in 
the public interest should be repaired. 

MR. WILLIAM DEEDES, a member of the 
Historic Buildings Council for England, 
said they were going through a period of 
widespread rebuilding and rapid develop- 
ment, much more pervasive, noticeable 
and striking than seven or eight years ago. 
Some of it was good, some not so good, 
and it seemed of growing importance that 
there should be struck a balance between 
the best from the past and what was going 
up now. 

There was a generation of architects 
who, no doubt for excellent reasons, owed 
or appeared to owe very little to their 
immediate or distant past. He made no 
complaint about that but a generation or 
two ahead might feel the urge to look 
more closely at the craftsmanship in some 
of the houses they were talking about— 
the Queen Annes or the Georgians—if 
they were still there to be judged. This 
should be kept in mind. 

MR. CHUTER EDE, a member of the 
Historic Buildings Council from its 


beginning, said there had been some 
criticism of expenditure on town halls 
but some of these buildings were gems 
of civic architecture which should be pre- 
served as reminders of the past. 


Alleged Unprofessional 
Conduct of Architect 


MR, CYRIL BENCE asked the Secretary of 
State for Scotland on February 14 if he 
was Satisfied that the money he sanc- 
tioned for expenditure by Kirkintilloch 
Burgh Council on a swimming pool to 
cost £100,000 had been properly spent in 
accordance with the terms of his sanc- 
tion; if he was aware that the lowest 
tender for this project was £152,000 plus 
fees, and had to be modified to bring the 
cost down to £119,000 plus fees; and if he 
would inquire into the circumstances 
necessitating increased loan sanction. 

MR. R. C. BROOMAN-WHITE, Under-Secre- 
tary: ‘ The loan sanction applied for and 
approved in this case was on the basis of 
the modified costs of £119,000 plus fees; 
no question of increased sanction arises.’ 

MR. BENCE Said there was concern in 
the burgh of Kirkintilloch over the fact 
that an architect, a friend of the provost, 
put forward the proposition that, free of 
charge, he would prepare a model and 
make preparatory plans for a swimming 
pool, suitable for children as well as 
adults, costing not more than £100,000; 
that, on that statement, the councillors 
accepted the proposition and appointed 
him the architect but that when the 
scheme was submitted for tender the cost 
turned out to be £152,000. It was up 52 
per cent. 

‘If he had worked for the company I 
worked for he would have got the sack,’ 
said Mr. Bence. ‘ Will the Under-Secre- 
tary look into this, as it is quite unprofes- 
sional conduct for any friend of the pro- 
vost to suggest that he will do that sort 
of work for nothing if he gets the job?’ 

MR. BROOMAN-WHITE: ‘The appoint- 
ment of the architect is entirely for the 
council. If there is any question of 
breach of professional etiquette, I imagine 
that it would be a matter for the appro- 
priate professional association to deal 
with, not for the Government.’ 


Airport in Dartmoor 
National Park 


THE PROPOSED restoration and develop- 
ment as an airport for Plymouth of the 
wartime Harrowbeer airfield which lies 
within the area of the Dartmoor National 
Park has excited controversy which was 
reflected during a debate in the House of 
Lords on February 14 when the Plymouth 
Corporation (Harrowbeer Aerodrome) 
Bill, a private measure, was read a second 
time. 

LORD COLYTON, moving the Bill, ex- 
plained that it was in the interest of the 
development of aviation in the south- 
west. The cost of converting a small air- 
field at Roborough would be twice as 
much as restoring Harrowbeer which had 
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two principal runways. The only serious 
arguments were that it was proposed to 
restore an airfield on common land and 
that it was in a national park, and these 
were the main grounds of objection in 
two petitions lodged against the Bill. It 
would be necessary to enclose only about 
200 acres out of the 2,000 acres of 
Roborough Common. About 50 of the 
200 acres were already covered with tar- 
mac and the Bill gave power of access 
over a further 74 acres to enable roads to 
be built around the aerodrome. 

One was bound to sympathise with 
those who wished to preserve the ameni- 
ties of the national parks but the existence 
of the airport would enable many more 
people to visit and enjoy Dartmoor. The 
promotors would be required, as usual in 
the case of development in a national 
park, to engage a landscape consultant 
to advise on the design and layout of the 
buildings and installations and to under- 
take to remove buildings if they were no 
longer required. Plymouth. Corporation 
would be prepared to accept these condi- 
tions. 

LORD SILKIN strongly hoped the Bill 
would be rejected by the Select Commit- 
tee which would examine it. This was 
part of an area which Parliament had 
declared should be preserved for the 
benefit of the people and enjoyed by them. 
The proposal was contrary to the Aber- 
crombie plan and was being opposed by 
practically every amenity society. 

LORD DALTON said the proposal would 
seriously wound this piece of uniquely 
beautiful natural scenery but VISCOUNT 
LAMBERT said the aerodrome would take 
only 200 acres—a small price for the great 
advantages it would give Plymouth. LorD 
BIRKETT said they should record their 
abhorrence of the proposal. 

After these and other objections by 
other peers, EARL JELLICOE, Lord in Wait- 
ing, said it was the policy of the Minister 
of Aviation to encourage local authori- 
ties to develop and operate aerodromes in 
their area. Some might congratulate 
Plymouth rather than condemn them for 
their enterprise. The idea of establishing 
an aerodrome in a national park was 
certainly, on the face of it, unattractive, 
but they should allow the considerations 
to be properly weighed by the Select 
Committee who would have the benefit 
of the views of the petitioners and the 
National Parks Commission. In view of 
the provisions of existing legislation, the 
Minister of Agriculture thought that com- 
mon land should be taken for other uses 
only if a good case was made out, but 
he would not have wished, on principle, 
to oppose the second reading. 


Expenditure on Sports 
Facilities 
A PLEA to the Government to raise the 
ceiling of capital expenditure to enable 
local authorities to spend more money on 
the provision of recreational facilities was 
made by LORD ABERDARE when, on 
February 15, he initiated a debate on the 
report of the Wolfenden Committee on 
Sport and Community. LORD LUKE 
said the demand for facilities never 
ceased. The National Playing Fields Asso- 
ciation were getting applications from all 








368 





: 
> cs 


« 
* 
\« 
i" 
te 
# 


A model of the proposed new 17-storey Army hospital to be erected at Hong Kong. 

The architect is P. D. Duffy, ARIBA, in conjunction with Eric Cumine, FRIBA, 

resident architect, under the direction of the Director-General of Works, War 
Dept., D. E. E. Gibson, CBE, FRIBA 


over the United Kingdom every day of 
the year. Through the generosity of 
countless people, the Association had 
ploughed back into fields and playgrounds 
over £500,000 in the last 10 years and the 
Minister of Education in the last six 
years had given £317,500 for the same 
purpose. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR (Viscount Kil- 
muir) told peers that local education 
authorities in Great Britain were 
expected to spend about £9m. in the cur- 
rent year, under their Education Act 
powers, for playing fields, tennis courts, 
gymnasia and swimming baths for schools 
and other educational establishments, in- 
cluding technical colleges. The Govern- 
ment’s decision on the Albemarle 
Report on the youth services would 
involve £3m. in 1961-62 and £4m. in 
1962-63, and an expenditure in Scotland 
of £14m. over these periods. This would 
include an element of physical recreation 
as part of the general club facilities. In 
addition, the Education Departments 
made grants towards the cost of capital 
projects by local voluntary bodies, and 
this year these grants would total more 
than £100,000. 

Local authorities had long been em- 
powered to provide facilities for sport as 
part of their general environmental 
services. The amount spent in the 
current year would be £7m. compared 
with £5.8m. in 1959-60 and a still higher 
expenditure was expected in 1961-62. 

The figures mentioned took no account 
of the LCC’s new project for a sports 
centre at Crystal Palace on which they 
would be spending £2m. In addition 
there was a corresponding figure for 
Scotland of £600,000. So that gave a total 
annual expenditure on sports facilities in 
this country of about £18m. 

Local authority expenditure had to a 
considerable extent been concentrated on 
swimming baths, athletic tracks and 
multi-sports centres. Swimming baths, 
particularly those indoors, were expensive 
and in the current year the amount for 
England and Wales being spent on them 


was £2.5m. Among the projects under 
way were new indoor baths for Birming- 
ham, Crosby (near Liverpool) and one 
being jointly provided by Kingswood and 
Mangotsfield, near Bristol. New swim- 
ming baths were also being started at 
Grimsby and Cambridge and there was 
one case where two urban district 
councils were buying disused cinemas for 
conversion into swimming baths. 


Swimming Bath Study 


Because swimming baths were so ex- 
pensive, the architects and engineers of 
the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government were at an advanced stage 
of a special study about swimming baths. 
The study covered such matters as site 
selection, pool construction, the compara- 
tive merits of building enclosed pools, 
alternative uses of baths, pool sizes, lay- 
out, spectators’ accommodation and engi- 
neering services. 

‘It is hoped,’ said the Lord Chancellor, 
‘that the results of this study will be to 
get the best value for the money and thus 
get more swimming baths within the ceil- 
ing which is permitted. The Ministry of 
Education intend to include in their next 
major development project an investiga- 
tion of the way in which new secondary 
schools could include provisions for a 
wide range of activities, including sport 
for young people and adults, as well as 
for the children.’ 

Loan sanctions were given in respect of 
four running track projects in 1960—to 
the local authorities at Solihull, Chelms- 
ford, Blackpool and Easthampstead. 
Multi-sports centres had either been built 
or were envisaged in four new towns. 

Other new towns were taking active 
steps. A sports stadium had been built 
at Harlow, and at Welwyn a running 
track with a football pitch in the middle, 
and this would be further developed into 
something like a multi-sports stadium. 
Then at Basildon discussions were in 
hand with the local authority about pro- 
viding a sports stadium. 
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Building for the Army 


THE CONSTRUCTION and modernisation of 
accommodation for soldiers and their 
families at home and abroad has gone 
forward during the past year unhindered 
by major uncertainties of policy which 
have often handicapped Army building in 
the past, states the memorandum on the 
Army Estimates published on February 
17. ‘In about a year’s time expenditure 
on Army building will have reached its 
peak,’ says this statement presented to 
Parliament by MR. JOHN PROFUMO, 
Secretary of State for War. 

The memorandum continues: ‘ Because 
of the complexities of initial planning, 
1961-62 will be the first year in which 
there will be substantial progress. This 
will therefore be the critical year. If 
during this year the planned tempo can 
be achieved, and then sustained for five 
or six years, the back of the Army’s build- 
ing problem in this country will be 
broken. The preparatory work done is 
such that, with no more than a normal 
rate of progress in the coming months, 
we shall be able to start building four 
times as many new barracks next year as 
we are starting in 1960-61.’ 

About 2,500 married quarters were in 
course of construction and a further 
4,000 were being planned. Large projects 
of 200 or more quarters were now being 
undertaken at all the main military 
centres including Aldershot, Catterick, 
Colchester, Salisbury Plain and London. 
By mid-1961, married quarters at home 
should be reaching completion at the rate 
of about 1,500 a year. 


Progress Overseas 


Overseas there was steady progress in 
Malaya and Singapore. At Malacca a 
start would be made on churches, schools, 
swimming baths, a hospital and cinema. 
Work would also begin on a depot at 
Singapore. In Hongkong work on a 17- 
storey hospital was due to begin. 

In Aden they were faced with the prob- 
lem of building for a large number of 
troops and their families for whom there 
was no room in those areas which had 
already been developed. ‘ We have there- 
fore decided,’ states the memorandum, 
‘to develop an area some 20 miles away 
from the town. It is at first sight an arid 
and uninviting spot. Here we shall create 
a new small town, in buildings which will 
be attractive and suitable to the particu- 
larly severe climate. We shall build for 
married and single officers and men and 
their families; a church, cinema, sports 
ground will be included. We hope to 
start work on this large and imaginative 
project during the coming summer.’ 

Projects in Kenya, Cyprus and Libya 
are also mentioned. In Gibraltar a 
revised military town plan had been 
drawn up. The first block of 28 flats for 
married soldiers was due to be completed 
in the summer of 1961. Preliminary site 
work for a new infantry barracks would 
begin during the year and it was hoped 
to start work on a further 24 married 
quarters. 

The Army Vote for works, buildings 
and land in 1961-62 totals £46,100,000, an 
increase of £12,732,000 on 1960-61. The 
estimate for new works, additions and 
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alterations estimated to cost £10,000 each 
and upwards is £27,120,000 compared 
with £17,580,000 in 1960-61, an increase 
of £9,540,0v0. New works additions and 
alterations under £10,000 are estimated 
at £3,518,000, an increase of £278,000, 
while repairs, renewals and maintenance 
drop £242,000 to £17,830,000. 


The Housing Bill 


THE GOVERNMENT'S WHITE PAPER on hous- 
ing (the main points of which were out- 
lined in our last issue) and the Housing 
Bill (published on February 16) which 
will implement its proposals, were 
closely guarded secrets which caused sur- 
prise in many quarters (writes our Par- 
liamentary Correspondent), not least 
among the Opposition. Recent events in 
the Commons have put the Opposition in 
a belligerent mood which will hardly be 
assuaged by Mr. Henry Brooke’s latest 
effort. 

There is already an extremely heavy 
legislative programme flowing through 
both Houses of Parliament and already 
doubts are being raised whether it will 
all be completed by the end of July when 
MPs normally adjourn for their long 
summer recess. But such is the compre- 
hensive nature of the Housing Bill that 
it must have been taken into account in 
plotting the course of the current session 
even though there was no reference to it 
in the Queen’s Speech. 

The only aspects of the new plans that 
were known to be pending concerned 
measures to alleviate overcrowding and 
adjust the relationship between landlord 
and tenant over the cost of repairs to 
houses. The reason for secrecy seems 
apparent as the Government were hardly 
likely to want local authorities to curb 
their existing housing programmes in the 
period when the Bill was being drafted. 
Even now it is probable that there will 
be a slump in improvement grants to 
tenanted property until the Minister’s 
changes in this sphere become effective. 

Nevertheless the Government want 
their Bill by the end of the session and if 
recent occurrences in the Commons are 
a guide, some lengthy sittings are in 
prospect, The Bill, which gives legisla- 
tive effect to all in the White Paper and 
a little more as well, does give the 
Opposition another whip to crack at the 
Government, for their frequent question- 
ing and debating of housing matters only 
reflects their stern criticism of current 
housing policy and their bitter resent- 
ment at the repercussions of the Rent 
Act. 


Opposition’s Main Target 


The Opposition’s main target for criti- 
cism is likely to be the proposed new 
basis for the housing subsidies. The 
Labour Party is always pointing to the 
falling council house building pro- 
grammes and they will contend that these 
programmes might be curtailed still fur- 
ther. By his proposals the Minister is in 
effect putting into legislative form the 
many oral appeals he has made in the 
House for councils to introduce differen- 
tial rent schemes. which are not at all 
popular in some Labour-controlled local 
authorities. 


For the building industry the most 
interesting aspect of the plans involves the 
£25m. which the Chancellor has made 
available for advance to  non-profit- 
making housing associations who are pre- 
pared to build small houses to rent. It 
is hoped this will pave the way to private 
enterprise constructing similar homes and 
flats at unsubsidized rents but the Oppo- 
sition will want to know if the rents will 
be such that their working class 
supporters will be able to afford them. 

There has been strong pressure on the 
Minister to agree to provide new towns 
and consequently there ought to be a 
warm welcome on all sides for the higher 
subsidy for houses built for overspill, in 
new towns or under town development 
schemes. The Minister does seem anxious 
to establish another new town for the 
benefit of Birmingham and the Midlands 
if the intensity of his discussions with 
local authorities can be taken as a reliable 
guide. 

It will be illuminating to see how much 
attention is paid to the planning aspect 
of the proposals and the availability and 
cost of land, and if any MPs will question 
whether the Minister is satisfied about 
the capability of the building industry to 
undertake the bigger housing programme 
that he wants in the places that he wants 
it. The House rarely pays attention to 
the practical background of the capital 
programmes currently in progress. 


Improvement Grants 


A better return by way of rent 
increase on the owner’s share of expendi- 
ture on improvement grants has been 
urged in the House by Sir Eric Errington. 
It is generally acknowledged that unlike 
owner-occupied premises, landlord- 
owned houses have been slow to respond 
to Mr. Brooke’s drive for more improve- 
ments. The Minister wants at least 
200,000 improvement grants a year and 
then an increase to 250,000 a year. It 
has been estimated that there are about 
three million structurally sound dwellings 
with 15 years or more life in them that 
ought to be improved. 

The Opposition have hitherto argued 
that tenants ought to be enabled to take 
steps to compel their landlords to under- 
take improvements, but this has been 
resisted as at present tenants are in a 
position to be able to refuse any improve- 
ment that an owner might want to make. 
This line of argument will crop up 
again. 

The Bill contains two provisions for 
dealing with problems not mentioned in 
the White Paper. The first deals with 
the repair obligations of tenants and two 
clauses of the Bill are designed to 
counteract the tendency of some land- 
lords to exploit local shortages of accom- 
modation by imposing unreasonable terms 
on tenants. The clauses provide that if 
a dwelling is let for less than seven years 
the landlord will be under an implied 
covenant to keep the structure and 
exterior in reasonable repair, and any 
such covenent on the part of the 
tenant is invalidated. 

The second point covers the revocation 
of clearance orders in certain circum- 
stances. The procedure will be by order 
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made by the local authority and confirmed 
by the Minister with the usual provision 
for objections and the holding of public 
inquiries. 


Other Business 


The Barn at Avebury 


MR. RICHARD THOMPSON, Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Works, replying to 
an adjournment debate on January 31, 
said the Minister would like to see the 
barn at Avebury preserved. This was 
not their monument, but it belonged to 
the National Trust and it was open to 
them to apply for an historic building 
grant. He could not, however, forecast 
what the outcome of that would be. 


Special Housing Subsidies 


MR. GRIMOND asked the Secretary of 
State for Scotland on February 7 what 
assistance he proposed to give to local 
authorities in remote areas whose housing 
costs were above the top band of the new 
scale of subsidies. 

MR. J. S. MACLAY: ‘ Where I am satis- 
fied that the cost of houses in a par- 
ticular scheme necessarily exceeds the 
maximum of the top band. the rate of 
subsidy will be calculated by adding 
to the rate for that band an allowance 
for the excess cost.’ 


Housing Glasgow’s Overspill 


MR. JAMES MCINNES asked the Secretary 
of State for Scotland on February 7 if 
he was aware of the necessity for another 
new town to deal with Glasgow’s over- 
spill problem. 

MR. J. S. MACLAY wrote: ‘I have, for 
the present, nothing to add to my reply 
on November 8, except to say that our 
investigations are proceeding as rapidly 
as possible.’ 


Size of Scottish Council Houses 


MR. BRUCE MILLAN asked the Secretary 
of State for Scotland on February 7 what 
was the average size in square feet of 
four-apartment local authority houses 
completed in each of the years 1947, 
1950, 1955 and 1959. 

MR. J. S. MACLAY wrote: ‘ The available 
figures relate to houses in tenders 
approved each year, and are as follows: — 
1947 941 sq. ft.; 1959 920 sq. ft.; 1955 
834 sq. ft.; 1959 865 sq. ft. 


Housing Design Competition 


So far only 16 entries have reached 
the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government from England and none 
from Wales, in the - competition for 
awards for good design in housing. 
Reporting this to the House of Commons 
on February 7, MR. HENRY BROOKE added 
that he had had over 100 requests for 
entry forms and he hoped to receive 
many more entriés before the closing date, 
which was February 28. 

He added: ‘The competition is open 
to the designers of housing schemes com- 
prising at least ten new dwellings which 
have been completed in the last five 
years. Entries should be addressed to 
the Secretary, Awards for Good Design 
Competition, 1961, Ministry of Housing 
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and Local Government, Whitehall, SW1 
(for Wales, Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government, Cathays Park, Car- 
diff).’ 


Accidents to Shale Lorries 

MR. LLEWELYN WILLIAMS asked the 
Minister of Transport on February 7 to 
state the number of reported accidents 
involving shale lorries proceeding to and 
from the Spencer Steelworks Project at 
Llanwern since the commencement of 
work at the site; and how many injuries 
and how many deaths were caused by 
such accidents. 

MR. ERNEST MARPLES wrote: ‘I am in- 
formed that in the course of this immense 
road transport operation 980 accidents 
have occurred since the work started on 
a large scale in January, 1960. In 750 of 
these accidents no one was injured; in 
the remaining 230 accidents, I am sorry 
to say, 18 people died and 280 were 
injured.’ 

*.* The contractors’ reply to criticisms of 
the accident rate is given on this page. 


National Certificates and 
Diplomas in Building 


Awards in Establishments for 
Further Education 
THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION has issued 
the rules, revised to January, 1961, con- 
cerning arrangements and conditions for 
the award of national certificates and 
diplomas in building to students in estab- 
lishments for further education in Eng- 
land and Wales (Rules 101, Ministry of 
Education, HMSO, price 9d.). The Insti- 
tude of Builders, the National Joint 
Council for the Building Industry, the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, the Insti- 
tution of Structural Engineers, the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors and 
the Ministry jointly are prepared to 
approve schemes submitted by such 
establishments for the awards. 

For the purpose of administering the 
award of these certificates and diplomas a 
Joint Committee for National Diplomas 
in Building has been formed consisting 
of representatives of the above bodies 
and others approved by the joint com- 
mittee and the Ministry. Before approv- 
ing a scheme the Ministry will need to be 
satisfied as to the equipment of the estab- 
lishment, the qualifications of the staff, 
the curriculum and syllabuses of instruc- 
tion, the standards of admission to the 
course, and examination arrangements. 

Certificates will be awarded in respect 
of part-time grouped courses, and 
diplomas in respect of full-time and sand- 
wich grouped courses. Schemes or 
amendments of schemes for the approval 
of the joint committee must be sent to 
the Ministry of Education. Al] schemes 
should be submitted after the admission 
of students into the penultimate year of 
the course and before January 31 fol- 
lowing. Approval will normally be given 
for five years, but a fresh application 
must be made during this period if altera- 
tions to the scheme are proposed by the 
establishment or required by the joint 
committee. An approved scheme may 
not be altered in any way without the 
prior approval of the joint committee. 
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New Trading Estates, Fifeshire 
Local Authority Enterprise 


FROM A CORRESPONDENT 


THE sToRY of Fife County Council’s 
approach to the unemployment problem 
in the county is one of great interest and 
shows how positive action by a local 
authority can bring benefits to its area. 

The Fife County Council thought a 
high unemployment rate might develop in 
some parts of the county and to forestall 
any such position arising the planning 
committee took active steps to make 
known the industrial sites and buildings 
available in the county. The wisdom of 
this policy was beginning to show when, 
towards the end of 1959, the Government 
introduced its new Local Employment 
Bill. The objects of this Bill were to make 
available special benefits to those areas 
where there was high and persistent 
unemployment. At that stage it seemed 
that those areas of Fife stricken with 
unemployment would benefit under the 
terms of the Bill. 

However, it was soon made known that 
the Government did not intend the new 
Bill to apply to Fife. This was a great 
blow to the county, but undaunted by 
the decision, it was agreed by the County 
Council, Dunfermline Town Council and 
Kirkcaldy Town Council that the Govern- 
ment should be made aware of Fife’s 
special problems and late in March of last 
year a delegation from the three authori- 
ties met the President of the Board of 
Trade on the eve of the new Act coming 
into force. The success of the delega- 
tion was soon realised when the President 
of the Board of Trade agreed that the 
benefits of the Act should apply to those 
parts of Fife covered by the local employ- 
ment exchange areas of Dunfermline, 
Inverkeithing, Cowdenbeath, Burntisland 
and Anstruther. 

It was readily appreciated by the three 
authorities that this success was only the 
first step along the road to bringing new 


industry to the county. Since the middle 
of last year many direct approaches have 
been made to industrial concerns in an 
effort to persuade them to come to Fife 
and these approaches have met with 
success. 

Realising the opportunities to be 
gained by taking advantage of the Local 
Employment Act, Fife County Council 
decided to provide land for industrialists 
on trading estate lines and were the first 
authority in Scotland to use certain of 
the powers provided in the Local Employ- 
ment Act. The first of these sites was 
chosen at Halbeath, in that part of the 
county where unemployment is at its 
highest. The County Council has bought 
a site formerly used as an anti-aircraft 
gun site and has cleared away the former 
army buildings and concrete blocks. The 
site is now ready for industrial develop- 
ment; indeed, two firms have already 
indicated their willingness to establish 
new industrial premises there. 

It is felt that this site presents excel- 
lent opportunities to the industrialist 
since not only is it situated in an area 
where a good labour pool exists, but it 
has frontage to the main Dunfermline/ 
Kirkcaldy road and also to the proposed 
new North Approach road to the Forth 
road bridge. When this new road is com- 
pleted, the site will be 14 miles from 
Edinburgh by direct route. Furthermore, 
the site is in clean surroundings and the 
County Council has undertaken to pro- 
vide all the necessary public services to 
the site. Following upon the experience 
gained in the Halbeath enterprise, further 
similar schemes in the county are likely 
to follow. 

In other parts of the county indus- 
trialists have been acquainted with other 
sites and buildings and from. the 
inquiries received and the interest shown 
a healthy picture for the industrial future 
seems certain. 


Accidents to Shale Lorries 
Contractors’ Reply to Criticisms 


CRITICISMS of the shale-moving operation 
in the area of the Spencer Steelworks pro- 
ject at Llanwern, South Wales, which 
were the subject of a question in Parlia- 
ment on Feb. 7 [reported on this page] 
were answered on February 8 by Sir 
Robert McAlpine and Sons (S. Wales) 
Ltd., who have been operating the shale 
lorry fleet as main contractors in the 
building work for Richard Thomas and 
Baldwins Ltd., the steel company. 

Pointing out that the total of 980 
accidents, resulting in 18 deaths and 280 
injuries to people since January, 1960, in 
connection with the operation should be 
seen in perspective, the contractors said 
that more than 42m. miles had been 
travelled by the lorry drivers in transport- 
ing 8m. tons of material to the site. 

The injury rate from accidents was 
therefore no more than one in 150,000 
miles, while the fatality rate (taking the 


number of deaths as 18) was only one in 
about 2,500,000 miles. At the peak period 
last year more than 1,000 lorries were 
running to and from the site at a rate of 
one every six seconds throughout the day. 

From police records, it was stated, only 
five of the 18 deaths were attributable to 
the lorry drivers. But the accident 
figures were not contested, and were con- 
firmed by the police. 


Accident Prevention 


THE PORTLAND CEMENT INDUSTRY has 
achieved a record in accident prevention 
during 1960 by reducing the frequency 
rate to a figure below 1.00. Although 
nearly Im. more man hours were worked 
than in the previous year, in the 44 
works of the industry there were 23 fewer 
accidents than in 1959, with a rate of 
accidents per 100,000 hours of only 0.89. 
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Commonwealth Technical Training Week 
Emphasis on Youth 


THE MANY detailed programmes for the 
Commonwealth Technical Training Week, 
which is to be held in the UK and other 
Commonwealth countries from May 29 
to June 4, now being received by the 
City and Guilds of London Institute, 
show that there is a proper recognition 
of the main aims of the week. It is, how- 
ever perhaps worthwhile to re-emphasise 
that throughout the week the accent 
should be on youth. HRH the Duke of 
Edinburgh has himself expressed a wish 
that care in this respect shall be taken 
at those functions in which he is taking 
part: while he will be pleased to meet 
civic dignitaries and leaders of industry 
he is particularly anxious to meet as many 
apprentices, trainees, technical students 
and other young people as possible. 

At the special divine services being 
held at St. Giles’ and St. Paul’s Cathe- 
drals, the greater part of the congregation 
will consist of apprentices, trainees and 
young members of the Armed Services, 
and the important guests at the Guildhall 
inaugural ceremony will be young men 
and women who have distinguished them- 
selves in one way or another. It is hoped 
that elsewhere similar steps will be taken 
to see that the activities of the week do 
indeed stress the original aim ‘ to empha- 
size the significant place of the young 
worker in society.’ 

It is now clear that in England and 
Wales there will be Commonwealth Tech- 
nical Training Week activity in every 
local education authority area except 
perhaps in the case of one county and 


four county boroughs. There will also 
be full participation in Scotland and 
Northern Ireland except in the more 
remote rural areas. 

A good example of what can be done 
in a widely scattered county area comes 
from the West Riding of Yorkshire. The 
organization of a whole series of activities 
is well advanced and the message of the 
week will be brought to the attention 
of everyone living in the administrative 
county. In 13 of the main towns civic 
functions, civic Sundays, careers conven- 
tions, exhibitions, open days at technical 
colleges, factories and training centres, 
youth service displays and sports, shop 
window publicity, talks, prize givings, 
film shows will be held. In Doncaster the 
extension to the College of Technology 
and Art will be opened and in the rural 
areas there will be visits to farms and 
farm institutes. The provisional list of 
library displays includes 23 of the county 
branch libraries. 


International Apprentices’ Competition 


The International Apprentices’ Compe- 
tition will be held in 1961 during the first 
half of July in Duisburg, Western Ger- 
many, and tests to select the British team 
will be conducted in April. Firms who 
wish to enter candidates should apply for 
full details to Director (I.A.), City and 
Guilds of London Institute, 76 Portland- 
place, Wl, not later than March l. 
Members of the team finally selected will 
be invited to attend either the Common- 
wealth Technical Training Week 


Grants for Historic Buildings 
Glamis Castle to Receive Aid 


THE MINISTER OF WORKS has announced 
the award of grants for the repair of a 
further ten buildings on the recommen- 
dation of the Historic Buildings Councils 
for England, Scotland and Wales. The 
present list is smaller than usual, but it 
includes Glamis Castle, childhood home 
of the Queen Mother and the birthplace 
of Princess Margaret; a Cheshire mansion 
rich in art treasures; and the club house 
of the Royal Welsh Yacht Club. 

The grant for Glamis Castle is for the 
eradication of dry rot and beetle infesta- 
tion. This is the second grant for the 
castle, the first having been made in 1956. 

Of the present ten grants made, two go 
to properties owned or leased by local 
authorities. In one of these latter cases 
the grant covers a group of artisans’ 


dwellings. 
There is often misunderstanding, says 
the Ministry, about the difference 


between the provision in the Ministry 
of Works estimates for expenditure on 
historic buildings and the amounts which 
the Historic Buildings Councils recom- 
mend. The provision in the estimates for 
expenditure in the current year is 
£550,000 as compared with £465,000 in 
1959-60. Grants are paid only in respect 


of work which has been carried out to 
the Ministry’s satisfaction, and therefore 
there is a time lag between the offer of a 
grant and expenditure by the Ministry. 

Because the recommendations of the 
Historic Buildings Council for England 
had in recent years increased rapidly, and 
because this carried the risk of future ex- 
penditure exceeding the amounts avail- 
able in the estimates to pay for work 
carried out, the Historic Buildings Coun- 
cil for England have been asked to re- 
strict their recommendations; the ceiling 
for the current financial year is £400,000 
net. Following are the new awards: 

ENGLAND 

Gowthorpe Manor, Swardeston, Nor- 
wich, Norfolk; Bindon House, near 
Axmouth, Devon; The Old Deanery, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire; 1-10, Tory Rank. 
Bradford-on-Avon, Wiltshire; Tatton 
Park, Knutsford, Cheshire. 

WALES 

The Clubhouse, Royal Welsh Yacht 
Club, North-Yr-Aur, Caernarvonshire; 
Market Hall, Tremadoc, Caernarvonshire. 


SCOTLAND 
Glamis Castle, Angus; Milne’s Court, 
Lawnmarket, Edinburgh; Wedderlie 


House, by Lauder, Berwickshire. 
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inaugural meeting at Guildhall on May 
29, or the service at St. Paul’s Cathedral 
on June 1. It is hoped that the three 
British apprentices who carried off first 
prizes at last year’s competitions in Bar- 
celona will also be present. 


Basic Materials 
Gradual Price Rise-in 1960 


THE PRICE index for basic materials and 
fuel used in manufacturing industry was 
on average in 1960 0.1% above the level 
for 1959 (1954 = 100), but the tendency 
throughout 1960 was contrary to the 
rising trend towards the end of the pre- 
vious year. Construction and _house- 
building materials continue to rise, and 
according to provisional figures, these 
indices now stand at 1.7 and 3.0, respec- 
tively, above those for 1959. 





Annual Averages 










































































Commodity 
1958 1959 1960 

Coal 137-6 | 135-4 | 137-4* 
Slates 133-5 | 136-1 | 137-6 
Refractory goat, antag 

bricks ... 123-9 | 127-2 | 128-1 
Non-refractory goods, in- | 

cluding bricks -- 110-1 | 110-6 | 114-8 
Building bricks, common, 

other than flettons, ex- 

WOEES ... «. -» LIL-6 | 113-2 | 118-0 
Building bricks, fletton mn com 

mon, delivered. 105-2 105-2 | 107-7 
Glass (other than containers) 120-0 | 121-4 | 121-7 
Cement, delivered 115-3 | 115-3 | 113-4 
Cast stone and cast concrete 

products 103-2 | 102-5 | 103-3 
Synthetic resins and = 

materials... ‘ 93-7 90-3 88-8 
Paint for agg and 

decorating ... 109-0 | 108-7 | 108-3 
Steel sheets 128-1 | 126-8 | 126-4 
Aluminium and aluminium 

alloy products a | 

and drawn) +» eee $23-3 | 124-4] 129-1 
Galvanised cisterns, tanks 

and cylinders ee 112-6 | 115-8 | 125-7 
Home-grown hardwood 102-2 | 100-6 | 95-7 
Wallpaper 119-8 | 119-8 120-2 
Aluminium, virgin ingot, 

delivered oo «Sos ote | BO | BESS.) HDG 
Copper, ex-ship, wharf or 

warehouse ... 79-4 95-6 99-0 
Lead, ex-ship, wharf or 

warehouse ... 75:5 | 73:4) 74-8 
Zinc, ex-ship, wharf or 

warehouse ... 84-2 | 104-9 | 114-1 
Imported hardwood, ex- ee 

or wharf : 104-0 | 103-8 | 109-5 
Imported plywood pncemanee 

to consumers) oa 96-5 93-4 97-2 
Imported softwood 

(delivered to consumers)... 102-1 95-4 | 104-9 





* Provisional. 


Russian Timber Journal Translations 


THE TIMBER DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION, 
on behalf of the DSIR, is producing Eng- 
lish translations of the Russian journal 
‘Industrial Wood’ beginning with the 
issue for July, 1959. Details from the 
TDA, at 21 College-Hill, London, EC4. 


F* 
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TECHNICAL REVIEW 





This Review of plant, equipment and materials—in most cases new or with 
new features—is intended to give brief details only of the products 
mentioned. Notices are based on data supplied by the manufacturers. 
Additional information and prices can be obtained either direct or by 
using the prepaid Readers’ Service form which appears on page 152 of this 


issue. 


1. Flooring 

For factory floor areas which are sub- 
jected to rough usage, a new FLOORING 
COMPOSITION has been developed made 
from special resins and aggregate. It gives 
a coloured, non-slip topping, } in. thick, 
which is resistant to chemicals, oils and 
acids and can withstand hard wear from 
heavy traffic such as trolleys and truck- 


ing. It will adhere strongly to all floors 
and can easily be laid by maintenance 
staff. 

Tretol Ltd., 


The Hyde, London, NW9. 


2. Roofing 

One of the latest developments in cor- 
rugated PLASTIC ROOFING PANELS is the 
addition of a wire-mesh reinforcement 
which provides stronger resistance to any 
impact. As well as the greater measure 
of safety offered, the panels are also non- 
inflammable and weather-resistant and, 
because they are free from rust, rot or 
mildew, the need for maintenance is 
reduced. 

An advantage with this type of roofing, 
as with glass, is that it allows natural 
light to pass through and reduces the 
need for artificial lighting. Tests have 
shown that the clear transparent panels 


6. Tubular Stee! 
Standard 
Components 


Tubewrights Ltd. have launched a new range of tubular steel standard components for building. 
are trusses, columns, purlins and sheeting rails. 


Figures 1, 2 and 3 show three types of standard flat-tie trusses. 


The form can be used for more than one inquiry. 


allow the transmission of 85-95 per cent 
of visible rays. They will also absorb 
almost 100 per cent of ultra violet rays, 
which can cause the discoloration of cer- 
tain merchandise, so that the panels can 
be used safely for the arcades and pent- 
roofs of shops. 

Marubeni-lida Co., Ltd., 

65 Bishopsgate, London, EC2. 


3. Photocopying 

Following a programme of joint 
research in Britain and France a new de- 
velopment known as ‘ Diazotherm’ has 
been made in the field of PHOTOCOPYING 
for the office and drawing office. It is, 
in fact, an improvement on the ‘ Dyeline’ 
process and incorporates a technique in 
which no chemical need be used. This 
has been achieved by using new formulae 
in the copy material and applying changes 
in coating techniques. After exposure in 
the conventional way, the completion of 
the process is carried out automatically 
by a simple heat application in the equip- 
ment as the material passes through the 
processing section. In other words, the 


operator has only to feed the original 
and copy paper and the rest of the process 
is fully automatic. 

Copycat Ltd., 

40 Victoria-street, London, SWI. 
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4. Scaffolding 


A new SCAFFOLD FITTING, a right-angle 
coupler, of forged steel is now being pro- 
duced. It has a swing over bolt, riveted 
in two jaws on the body and the means 
of tightening is by a standard nut which 
clamps onto the outside of the flap. There 





are no threaded holes in the body of 
the fitting and the bolts are sheradised. 
Kwikform Ltd., 

East-rd., Upper Wickham-lane, 

Welling, Kent. 


5. Kitchen Equipment 


A combined REFRIGERATOR AND FREEZER 
UNIT is something new in kitchen equip- 
ment. Each unit is free standing and of 
similar design so that they can be placed 
apart, side by side or one over the other 
to suit the layout of the room. 

Both the refrigerator and the freezer are 
mounted on two fixed rollers at the back 
and two adjustable feet at the front. A 
third roller, which is cantilevered from 
the back, is arranged centrally at the 
front between the adjustable feet. This 








Included among these 
Figure A shows a standard truss supported by brickwork, the truss 
being bolted to a concrete padstone with % in. diameter hd bolts; B shows a standard truss and purlins supported on 
an rsj valley gutter—a 24 in. by 6 in. by 9 in. asbestos gutter is mounted on standard 3} in. by 10g purlins; C shows the 
head of a tubular valley column—as in figure B an asbestos gutter of the same dimensions is mounted on a similar purlin. 


The first is manufactured for 60 ft., 70 ft. and 80 ft. 


spans and is supplied in two halves; the second for 40 ft., 45 ft. and 50 ft. spans, also supplied in two halves; and the 
third is for 30 ft. and 35 ft. spans, supplied in one piece. Whilst these components will be available only through Tube- 
wrights’ associates, the company will also supply direct to struetural engineers 
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can be lowered to lift the refrigerator off 
its feet for ease of movement. Both units 
have an overall height of 36 inches. 
Kenwood Manufacturing (Woking) Ltd., 
Old Woking, Surrey. 


7. Temperature Control 








The growing trend towards a con- 
trolled form of heating in the home is 
given a boost this month by the market- 
ing of a new ROOM THERMOSTAT. The 
features of this instrument are its switch 
mechanism which enables it to handle 
currents up to 20 amperes and the incor- 
poration of an accelerator heater which, 
by anticipating variations in temperature, 
reduces temperature overshoot or under- 
shoot due to thermal delays. Tests have 
shown that the actual working differen- 
tial in practice is not more than 43°F. 

The thermostat, which can be used for 
commercial as well as domestic premises, 
is compact and well designed. The white 
cover is moulded in tough polystyrene. 
The Rheostatic Co., Ltd., 

Slough, Buckinghamshire. 


8. Drying Out 

Construction of medium-sized and 
large buildings can now be planned in a 
better way by eliminating the influence 
of atmospheric conditions during the con- 
struction and by shortening considerably 
the drying out period. 

The range of portable Hygro-Robots 
described in the January 20 issue has now 
been increased by a powerful mobile 
unit which was originally developed for 
industrial applications where automatic 
control down to 30 per cent was re- 


wv 





Internal view of the new Hygro-Robot 


quired. This unit, the Model A 492, has 
now been specially adapted for quick and 
safe drying of large blocks of offices, fac- 
tories, hospitals, etc., and will shortly be 
available for operation from single-phase 
current 230 and 110 v. AC, as very 
often 3 phase current is not readily avail- 
able on temporary electric supply on con- 
struction sites. 

This new Hygro-Robot is of a very 
sturdy industrial construction (steel 
cabinet—firmly fixed to a welded angle- 
iron base on strong castor wheels) and is 
provided with a j in. outlet pipe for dis- 
charge of condensed water. 

An alternative model, designated A 493, 
is constructed in a vertical form which 
brings the lower end of the moist air 
intake and dry air outlet grilles almost to 
floor level. This facilitates greatly the 
quick drying of the floor screeds. The 
dimensions of this unit are 3 ft. 3 in. long, 
3 ft. 9 in. high and only 1 ft. 8 in. wide, 
which allows it to be wheeled through 
the narrowest doorways. 

Two powerful fans draw in the moist 
air, which is rapidly condensed below 
dew point, and deliver dry air at the rate 
of 63,000 cu. ft./hr. The maximum 
water extraction within 24 hours, depend- 
ing, of course, on the ambient tempera- 
ture and air humidity, is 164 gallons. In 
the same way as with the portable Hygro- 
Robots there is no installation required 
and the rate of drying can be regulated 
through the automatic control. Addi- 
tional heating to raise the temperature to 
the optimum working conditions can be 
incorporated in the unit, but the makers 
recommend rather an external source of 
convection heating in the form of 
properly spaced fan-assisted heaters for 
uniform drying out. The units are sup- 
plied with heavy duty mains connectors 
and are ready for operation immediately 
they are plugged into the current. 

It is estimated that at a temperature 
of 65° F. required to reproduce natural 
conditions of a dry summer day (maxi- 
mum permissible temperature for safe and 
quick drying is 70° F.), one unit can 
dry out a volume of 17,500 cu. ft. in 
approximately 6 days, so that an average 
floor of a large block of offices of 35,000 
cu. ft. can be dried out if 2 units are in 
operation. 

It should be noted that the principle 
on which the Hygro-Robots are based, 
allows also in this case an extremely low 
power consumption which is only 1.1 kw. 
so that the running cost is negligible. An 
additional feature is that for normal 
protection against humidity the units 
can cover on the average six times greater 
volumes, so that even the smallest unit 
can, for instance, adequately protect the 
joinery from warping when this is sup- 
plied from the dry kiln to the builders 
before they are in a position to use it. 

Apart from the normal building struc- 
tures, the Hygro-Robots can perform an 
extremely useful purpose in special build- 
ings like telephone exchanges, labora- 
tories, universities, nuclear power 
stations and other buildings where it is 
essential to eliminate every trace of 
humidity before sensitive equipment and 
instruments are installed. 

British Sarozal Ltd., 
22 Berners-street, London, WI. 
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9. Pneumatics 


In the pneumatic field, a self coiling 
nylon AIRHOSE has recently been intro- 
duced which stretches and recoils rather 
like a telephone cord. Made of tough 
durable nylon, it is resistant to oils, sol- 
vents, heat and abrasion. As it is also 
translucent, any moisture or impurities in 
the hose can be quickly seen. It will 
withstand working pressures of 200 
pounds and has a burst pressure four 
times as great. The hose extends to 25 
ft. and recoils to 9 in. when not in use. 
It is easily fitted to any air installations. 
Senco Pneumatics Ltd., 

Craigton Industrial Estate, 
Glasgow, SW2. 


Trade News 


Munich International Fair 


A FULL LIST of the groups and sections 
together with the orientation of the 
various products to be shown at the 
Munich International Handicrafts and 
Trade Fair from May 31 to June 11, has 
now been issued by the organisers. In- 
quiries should be addressed to the Gt. 
Britain representative, M. Neven Du- 
Mont, 123 Pall Mall, London, SW1. 


New Decorative Laminate 


FABLON LTD. announce that ‘ Fablonite.’ 
a new decorative laminate, is now avail- 
able through the retail trade. It is to be 
sold at selected department stores, iron- 
mongers and builders’ merchants. 


Research Centre Opens 


A NEW RESEARCH CENTRE for the 
Cementation Group was opened on 
January 26 at Maple Cross, near Rick- 
mansworth. The building is to act as the 
permanent headquarters for the group’s 
research. The centre comprises offices 
and laboratories on two floors, and it 
covers some 18,000 sq. ft. The work of 
the centre is divided into four main sec- 
tions — civil engineering, mechanical 
engineering, physics and chemistry. 


After-Flood Care of Houses 


WHERE buildings have been flooded, and 
it is proposed to make use of the oppor- 
tunity offered by taking up the floor- 
boards to improve the thermal insulation 
of the floor, any insulating materials 
should be used with caution. Gallwey 
Pest Control Ltd., 16-17 Devonshire- 
square, EC2, point out that once timber 
has become wet nothing should be done 
to impede its drying out, and indeed, 
wherever possible a free flow of air 
around all the surfaces of the wet 
timber should be created. Admittedly 
this results in poor heat insulation during 
the drying out period but if pockets of 
still air are created round damp timber, 
fungal attack on the timber will almost 
certainly result. The timber must there- 
fore first be dried, preferably to about 
14 per cent moisture, and only when all 
sources of dampness are eliminated can 
heat insulating and moisture repellant 
linings be applied. Furthermore, in the 
event of sources of dampness being 
present, the timber should be chemically 
treated to prevent decay. 











London County Council 
Direct Labour in Question 


AT THE COUNCIL MEETING on February 
14, MR. MARTIN PARR asked the Chairman 
of the Housing Committee: 

(i) Is he aware of the report in the local 
Press, of the intention by Bermondsey 
Constituency Labour Party to call upon 
the LCC to extend its direct-labour 
scheme? 

(ii) Was the Director of Housing 
instructed to report on the possibility of 
increasing the annual number of new 
dwellings built by the direct-labour force 
of the housing department from 400 to 
600 and, if so, what effects did the 
reported intention of the Bermondsey 
CLP have on the instruction? 

MR. R. E. GOODWIN replied: (i) Yes. (ii) 
Yes. The reported intention of 
Bermondsey Constituency Labour Party 
had no effect whatsoever on this instruc- 
tion. Bearing in mind that, in 1958, 1959 
and 1960, the direct labour organisation 
had achieved its target of about 400 com- 
pleted dwellings a year, I asked the Direc- 
tor of Housing some months ago to con- 
sider the question of expansion. 


Mr. Bevan’s Principle 

MR. H. H. S. MONTEFIORE asked the 
Chairman of the Housing Committee: 

(i) Is he aware that the late Mr. Aneurin 
Bevan, when Minister of Health, laid 
down the principle in November 1946 
that ‘A direct-labour department must 
tender in competition with contractors, 
at the same time and under identical con- 
ditions and only obtain the contract if 
the tender is as low as that of any good 
contractor’; and does he consider that 
the Council adheres to the letter and 
spirit of that principle? 

(ii) Has he read the Ministry of Hous- 
ing and Local Government letter to local 
authorities dated September 3, 1959, on 
the subject of ‘Submission of Estimates 
for House Building by Direct-Labour 
Organisation’ in which he suggests as a 
general guide that at least every third 
contract which it is proposed to give to 
the direct-labour department should first 
be put out to competitive tender; and is 
this practice followed by the Council and, 
if not, in what proportion of such cases 
are competition tenders invited? 


MR. R. E. GOODWIN: (i) I am fully aware 
of the principle laid down by the 
Ministry of Health in a memorandum in 
1946. That memorandum was addressed 
not to this council nor to metropolitan 
borough councils, but to authorities out- 
side London to whom the Ministry of 
Health was then the loan-sanctioning 
authority. In a letter dated March 25, 
1947, the Ministry suggested that, as the 
Council was then the loan-sanctioning 
authority for metropolitan borough 
councils, it should consider giving similar 
advice to those councils. There was, 
however, an important proviso in the 
letter of March 25, 1947, which did not 
appear in the 1946 memorandum, namely, 
that where a direct-labour department 
had a good record and its price was 
reasonable, competitive tenders might in 


some cases, at the discretion of the loan- 
sanctioning authority, be dispensed with. 

Although the 1946 memorandum was 
not addressed to this Council, the 
question of competitive tendering was 
nevertheless considered by the Council 
on February 20, 1951, when it was 
decided to increase the amount of work 
carried out by direct labour. The Council 
decided that its work should be done 
without competitive tendering and the 
Ministry in a letter dated June 22, 195], 
concurred. I have no doubt that the 
Ministry’s concurrence was based on the 
good past record of the Council’s direct 
labour organisation; on the detailed and 
precise methods of estimating and cost- 
ing; and on the fact that only a small 
part of its total capital work is carried 
out by direct labour. 

(ii) Yes. I would point out that, again, 
the letter of September 3, 1959, was not 
addressed specifically to this Council. A 
copy was sent to the Council for informa- 
tion, however, with a covering letter ask- 
ing that consideration should be given, 
if necessary, to the adaptation of the 
Council’s procedure. For the reasons 
given, it was decided that there should be 
no change in the Council’s procedure. 

In reply to questions asked by mr. 
DESMOND PLUMMER, MR. R. E. GOODWIN 
said that the numbers and cost of the 
necessary additional staff occasioned by 
the proposed new expansion of the Coun- 
cil’s Direct-Labour Organisation would be 
considered by the Establishment Commit- 
tee after the Council had decided on the 
principle of expansion. The proposals 
would be subject to careful examination 
in accordance with the Council’s 
machinery of manpower control. No 
precise estimate can be given at this stage 
of the cost of estimating staff and over- 
heads but annual expenditure should be 
of the order of £500,000 to £600,000. In 
regard to recruitment, past experience 
indicated that this should not be an in- 
superable difficulty. 


High Densities 


SIR SAMUEL SALMON asked the Chair- 
man of the Town Planning Committee: 

(i) Did the 28 metropolitan borough 
councils, through their standing joint 
committee, recently make representations 
to the Council on the question of the 
Council’s refusal to allow densities of 
higher than 100 persons an acre in com- 
prehensive redevelopment areas? 

(ii) If so, when were the borough 
councils’ representations considered by 
the town planning committee? 

(iii) Did the committee reject the 
borough councils’ representations on the 
grounds that comprehensive redevelop- 
ment areas have been planned and pro- 
grammed in detail already? 

MR. W. G. FISKE replied: 

(i) The council has not refused densi- 
ties higher than 100 persons per acre in 
comprehensive development areas. What 
the standing joint committee asked was 
that in such areas which are zoned for 
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100 persons per acre or less, considera- 
tion might be given to allowing higher 
than the zoned density, as is proposed 
for other individual large-scale redevelop- 
ments. 


(ii) On October 31, 1960. 


(iii) The representations were rejected 
on the ground that comprehensive 
development areas have been planned and 
programmed in detail, with the population 
determined, the amenities and ancillary 
services provided for and all contained 
within recognisable boundaries. To 
permit increase in population in these 
areas would destroy the balance of uses 
and necessitate replanning; this would 
result only in a higher density on a 
smaller area of residential land if the 
standards of open space, etc., are to be 
achieved. The open space standard 
adopted by the council is considered 
essential for the good living conditions 
which it is intended to provide in all 
comprehensive development areas. 


The standing joint committee were, 
however, informed that variations above 
and below the zoned density would be 
considered as in the rest of the County, 
provided the average density was main- 
tained. 


Master Plan for Developers 


In reply to MR. ROBERT VIGARS who 
asked the Chairman of the Town Plan- 
ning Committee (i) Have the Town Plan- 
ning Committee instructed the architect 
to prepare a master plan for the guidance 
of developers in the area of Blackheath 
Park, Greenwich?: and (ii) Will he arrange 
for the Committee to consider the pos- 
sibility of preparing similar plans in other 
areas of special amenity, such as Putney 
Hill, Wandsworth, Putney, and Hamp- 
stead Village, Hampstead, in order to 
ensure that the character of such areas is 
not spoiled by spasmodic and unrelated 
development? 


MR. W. G. FISKE replied: 


(i) My predecessor as chairman of’ the 
Town Planning Committee instructed 
the Architect to prepare, in consultation 
with interested parties and for the 
approval of the Committee, a detailed 
plan to form the basis of a policy for con-: 
trolling the future development of this 
area. The committee were informed of 
this action. 

(ii) In considering applications for 
development in areas of special amenity, 
particular attention is given to their 
effect on the area as a whole and the 
need to preserve any special character- 
istics of the area. This does not neces- 
sarily involve the preparation of a master 
plan, although this would be done if 
considered desirable. 


Staff Salaries and Wastage 


LADY PEPLER asked the Chairmen of 
the Establishment and Roads Commit- 
tees whether: 

(i) Is it a fact that excessive staff 
wastage and poor recruitment of profes- 
sional staff, particularly in the valuation 
department, are delaying the road 
improvements programme, and did the 
valuer recently report to the Establish- 
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ment Committee that as more favourable 
salaries and prospects are now offered by 
private firms, the Civil Service and local 
authorities other than the Council, it 
had become necessary to suspend adver- 
tising in order to avoid adverse com- 
ment? 

(ii) If so, what action has been taken 
to meet this situation and is the chairman 
of the Establishment Committee satisfied 
that the salaries now being offered to pro- 
fessional staff are adequate? 

MR. W. RANKIN replied: 

(i) In common with other employers of 
professional staff the Council has experi- 
enced staff wastage and difficulties in 
recruitment in the departments con- 
cerned with the road programme: this 
has not delayed the programme, although 
it must be a factor in the rate at which 
the programme can expand. This has 
applied particularly in the Valuation 
Department where, in the allocation of 
available staff, it has been necessary to 
give preference to the road programme 
over less urgent work. It is correct that 
the Valuer reported to the Establishment 
Committee as stated. 

(ii) As the Council was informed on 
January 31, 1961, the Chief Engineer, the 
Architect, the Solicitor and the Valuer 
have been given discretion to promote 
professional staff from Grade III to Grade 
II without awaiting the occurrence of 
vacancies; improved staffing structures 
have been introduced in those divisions 
dealing with the road programme and an 
intensive advertising campaign is being 
organised. The position will be reviewed 
in the summer. 


Road Improvements 


Replying to questions by MR. FREDERICK 
LAWRENCE, MR. RICHARD EDMONDS, Chair- 
man of the Roads Committee, said that 
the expenditure on road improvements in 
the Administrative County of London was 
now building up to an average annual 
rate of about £6 million. The £10 million 
programme referred to in a recent Gov- 
ernment announcement included expen- 
diture by the metropolitan borough 
councils and the City of London. The 
Ministry of Transport had indicated that 
they will be prepared to issue grants for 
new road schemes involving commit- 
ments by the Council as follows: 1961-2 
£6.5m., 1962-3 £6.5m., 1963-4 £8.5m. 

Grant was normally issued about a year 
or eighteen months before actual road 
works could begin. A recommendation 
that special legislative powers should be 
sought to enable the Council to under- 
take the Vauxhall Cross scheme was (said 
Mr. Edmonds) on the current agenda. It 
was intended shortly to bring forward 
legislative proposals for other schemes 
selected for urgent treatment, e.g., Wool- 
wich Ferry and Bow Bridge Intersection. 
These will require amendments to the 
Development Plan and the statutory con- 
sultations are proceeding. It is hoped 
that these amendments will be the sub- 
ject of a public inquiry in the early sum- 
mer with a view to obtaining the decision 
of the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government before legislation is intro- 
duced in November, 1961. 
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LMBA 


Award to Foremen of Medals and Certificates 


FOR THE FIRST TIME since the introduction 
by the City and Guilds of London Insti- 
tute of the course in General Foreman- 
ship studies, the Institute has recom- 
mended the award of the LMBA Silver 
and Bronze Medals. To mark the 
occasion, a ceremony was held recently 
at the headquarters of the London Master 
Builders Association, at Bedford-square, 
when these medals were presented by the 
President of the LMBA, mr. R. F. 
MANSELL, FIOB, MRSH. 

In the course of his address to the com- 
pany, Mr. Mansell remarked on the par- 
ticular pleasure which it gave him to 
present a Silver Medal to Mr. R. S. Davie, 
who was a post-war apprentice in the 
building industry. 

It was also noteworthy, he said, that 
all twenty members of the course who 
had completed their studies at the Brixton 
School of Building had gained the City 
and Guilds Certificate, and that the great 
majority of them had additionally gained 
the College Diploma. 

Mr. Mansell went on to say that in 
spite of these excellent results nobody 
could be satisfied with the present state 
of recruitment and training of general 
foremen, and he hoped that the Associa- 
tion, which was setting up a special sub- 


committee to look into this matter, would 
be able to point to more outstanding 
results in a year or so’s time. 

The chairman on this occasion was Mr. 
N. S. Farrow, OBE, FIOB, chairman of 
the LMBA Education Committee. A vote 
of thanks on behalf of all those present 
was proposed by Mr. R. G. Norman, 
FIOB, chairman of the Board of 
Governors, Brixton School of Building. 
The prize-winners were: 


LMBA ‘Silver Medal.—R. S. Davie (em- 
ployed by Y. J. Lovell (London) Ltd.). 

LMBA Bronze Medal (two awards of equal 
merit)—G. A. Westbrook (H. Fairweather 
& Co., Ltd.); E. J. Hampton (Y. J. Lovell 
(London) Ltd.). 

City & Guilds Certificates and College 
Diplomas.—M. E. S. A. Abdi (full time 
student); R. Aldridge (Wates Ltd.); A. J. 
Barron (James Carmichael (Contractors) 
Ltd.); G. E. Bell (Higgs and Hill Ltd.); W. R. 
Brindle (J. W. Falkner & Sons Ltd.); J. L. 
Cochrane (LCC); J. K. Hughes (Bovis Ltd.); 
*B. G. Jeeves (Holloway Bros. (London) 
Ltd.); J. C. Kingsman (Holland & Hannen and 
Cubitts Ltd.); *P. Nicholl (Gilbert-Ash Ltd.); 
G. F. Simmonds (Holland & Hannen and 
Cubitts Ltd.); *J. Sykes (H. Fairweather & 
Co., Ltd.); H. J. Tofts (A. T. Chown & Co., 
Ltd.); *J. Tubb (Holliday & Greenwood Ltd.); 
J. H. Wilson (Holloway Bros. (London) Ltd.); 
E. W. Wright (Higgs & Hill Ltd.); G. C. 
Williams (Gilbert-Ash Ltd.). 

*City & Guilds Certificate only. 


Wages in Sand and Gravel Industry 


Reduction of Normal Working Hours 


BY AGREEMENT of the National Joint 
Council for the Sand and Gravel Indus- 
try,* the normal working hours in the 
Industry have been reduced from 44 
hours to 42 hours in accordance with 
the following provisions: 

(a) The normal working hours for the 
industry shall be an average of 42 per 
week throughout the year, worked over 
5 or 54 days per week. The arrangements 
for working these hours shall be mutually 
decided between the employer and 
employees. 

(b) Overtime rates shall be calculated 
on a daily basis after the agreed normal 
hours have been worked each day (over- 
time provisions otherwise to remain as 
before). 

(c) Holiday pay shall be on the basis 
of 42 hours per week, i.e., 6 days of 7 
hours. 

(d) The guaranteed week 
reduced to 38 hours. 

Wage rates have been 
follows: 


shall be 


increased as 


Quarry Workers 


1. The basic rates for labourers have 
been increased by 2}d. per hour, making 
the new rates: Class 1, 4s. 03d. per hour; 
Class 2, 3s. 113d. per hour. 


*On December 21, 1960, it was agreed 
that the title of the National Joint Council 
for the Ballast and Sand Industry should be 
altered to ‘National Joint Council for the 
Sand and Gravel Industry.” The Council's 
address is 48 Park-street, W1. 





2. Differential rates between 2d. and 
5d. have been increased by 4d. per hour, 
and those of 6d. and over have been 
increased by 4d. per hour. 

3. Existing piece-work rates have been 
increased by 6 per cent. 


*C’ Class Licence Drivers 
Drivers’ rates have been increased by 
24d. per hour (to correspond with the 
24d. increase for quarry labourers, plus 
the 4d. increase for quarry workers 
receiving differential rates between 2d. 
and 5d. per hour), making the new rates: 
Drivers of Vehicles Drivers of Vehicles 
under 12 tons over 12 tons 
Gross Laden Weight Gross Laden Weight 
Class 1... 4s.33d.perhour 4s. 5d. per hour 
Class 2... 4s.23d. perhour 4s. 4d. per hour 


Watchmen 
Watchmen’s rates have been increased 
by ls. 3d. per shift, making the new rates: 
Class 1, 25s. Od. per shift; Class 2, 25s. Od. 
The above changes took effect from the 
beginning of the first full pay week in 
February, 1961. 


Night-Shift Payment for Quarry Workers 

The additional amount payable to 
quarry workers engaged on a regular 
Night-Shift has been increased from 4d. 
to 6d. per hour. 


Mechanical Engineers’ Secretary 

THE COUNCIL of the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers have appointed Mr. 
K. H. Platt to succeed Mr. B. G. Robbins 
as the Institution’s secretary from June 1. 
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HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. It is recommended that 
the prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers 
and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices 
for Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, 
Holborn and St. Pancras. £ 

Pit Ballast nee aoe a slat 1 

Pit Sand we da ae ge a a . 1 

ES i a a eer a 1 
in. Shingle . eee” emer tel — a. 2 1 
in. Broken Brick al sae ae ae - 1 

an Breeze .. : Si as 1 

Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate 3 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 


COmMOnAWUY 
CACKCon™ 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard. Specifi- 
cation delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site = si 
1 to 6 tons, site ia Soe we 
Rapid-Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and 
upwardstosite ... .. os epee a 
lto6tons do. site aa ye 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. “32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 
ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colocrete in 6-ton lots coe o 812 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 310s. a to 780s. Od. = ton. 
White Portland Cement . a = 13 17 6 
Under | ton .. per cwt. 16 11 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) i in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 10s.0d. to £14 5s.0d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Ciment Fondu and Lightning Bante High Alum- 


ann Aunt 
aN br? 
an oo 


— 


per ton 746 


inous cement, 6-ton lots and up a i 15 14 6 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway 

Depot, London ~ 619 0 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6- ton loads (London sites) re 7+ @ 
Moler: Mortar roe wid Flue ane Senne 

sites) percwt. 1 6 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads £.«. & 
Pisst Hard Stocks ... 0. coo coo oe per 1,000 1619 6 
Second Hard Stocks oe ote one ne she rm 14 13 6 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) ae tue ro ae me 1015 0 
Mild Stocks ... aa és 10 10 O 
All loaded free into lorry at ‘the ‘works. The 

question of haulage is still very difficult and 

prices must be obtained from job to job. 
2§ in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 

district : 

Commons ... ae, han Sel ae ae - 612 0 

Cellular Commons ot a om jet a 612 0 

™ kt rae ee ee ee ee - 614 0 

Rustics ase eee eee eee oes eee a 8 12 0 

Cellular Rustics . ? << oe wh we eS 8 12 0 

Single Bullnose NINES ake gia: vk” oes a 8 14 6 

Sandfaced . . —< <a <<. i 912 0 

,_— on ee en a 10 7 0 

Saxons ce ons sian jen a ue ties a 10 15 0 

Golden Buffs... a a oe ' Be . 

Dapple Light Facings .. ~~ “ wr 11 9 6 

Heather Facings 0 Gee a = 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London sites) > ee o 33 49 

do. Bullnose (London sites) . coo te ~ 343 9 

Blue Wire Cuts (London sites) - soe eee ~ 29 9 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) eve one i 11 13 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) o ll 8 6 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London sites) ea 812 0 
Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks : 

24 in. (London stations) na pen is one - 30 12 3 

24 in. CLondon sites) ... 0. eee see nee a 31 1 0 
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4 ¢, 

3 in. (London stations)  - 1,000 36 14 

3 in. (London sites)... “ st 6S 
2% in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) mia i 31 9 
2% in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 

(London sites) .. = 18 16 
2 in. Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London 

sites) ~ 19 1 
2§ in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings 

a ee ee ‘i 20 7 
2%in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour 

Facings (London sites) sins. «Min noe Se - 20 7 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red _ Facings, 

Berkshire district (London sites)... ate ai - 21 5 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings, 

Berkshire district (London sites) ... “ 21 5 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) ie = 3 
2¢ in. Surrey ay Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) . Pn 16 15 
2$in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) .. o 17 7 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, Brown: 

Stretchers... .. - 64 0 

Headers... ses as 63 0 

Quoins, Bullnose and 4h in. Flats oon a 80 0 

Double Stretchers aa hs 85 0 

Double Headers i 77 10 

One side and two ends... ae 87 0 

Two sides and one end ped 89 10 

Splays and Squints es - 83 0 

Cream and Buff, £3 extra over White. ‘Other 

colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over 
White. All above prices plus 474% for Best 
quality and plus 474% less 10% for Second 
quality. 

PARTITION SLABS, etc. 

Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District.) 

HOLLOW CLAy ParTITION BLocKs (Keyed) 

Minimum yd loads & « 
25 &.. ... SY ie .- per yd. sup. 2 
BUILDING mec (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) ... 110 yds. pa 5 
*4 in. (6 cavity)... 90 yds... — si 7 
6in. (8Zin. x 5gin.) 1,250 blocks ... -- per1,000 28 9 
* Half blocks at no extra charge. 
. CLINKER pa 
_ yds. ++» per yd. sup. 3 
a 85 yds. oe ™ a 4 
i ate (nek aes 3 yds. as 5 
Sm. «. yds. ... “ 6 
CRANHAM TenRAa hesapaene 
Zim. +» . ” 7 
24 i In. ote ” 8 
3 in. Load bearing quality ne 9 
4in. do. a 11 
mi... PARTITION ‘BLocks 
fe -- 150 yds. 12 
28 ie. .:- 120 yds. a 13 
[i oe 100 yds. o 14 
4in. ... = 90 yds. pa 17 
LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE Suseee AND PARTITION 
BLOCKS OF VARIOUS SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 
a <6 00 yds. --» per yd. sup. 5 
, 80 yds. i a. 6 
3 in. 65 yds » 7 
4in. ... 50 yds pa 9 
44 in. ... 44 yds ° o 10 
a. | Ses J 33 yds. a“ 14 
Ps THERMALITE-YTONG PARTITION. BLocKs 

4in. .. 7 
THERMALITE- Yronc Loap- BEARING INSULATING Biocks 
ima eres - pare. sup. 8 
4 in. te 90 yds. eee - il 
UN: iad. tee _-oore 72 yds. ae 13 
Cm «« ; 60 yds i 16 
e.. . 42 yds... -. : 3 

FLOOR BLocks AND FILLER Tues 
Floor Blocks 12 in. x 12 in. delivered in full lorry- 
loads : 

Sm we we et lwwelClUllCU DO 

Bin 006 cp cco eee a 38 9 

Sim. ... see ane ae nee wee wee we a. 46 1 

Gim. ... ve nee wee twee wee we pee 52 12 

TiM. ... seo see cee wne wee ween at 64 12 

8 in. ... ove ‘i as 715 9 

9 in. ... ew 83 2 

10 in. io 92 0 
Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles - 1 ,000 multiples: 
2 in. x 3 in. x a ~ 43 13 
12 in. x 4 in. x a ae ee e 7. 
10 in. x 5 in. x = wa as ye 


edgccooeoses oC Oo COS OAK A A OWOF 


ows xa 


— — 
=—An— 


aSACOU SC UNAWUSA oVeeso AKHaW 


ooo cooocooooo 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. TIMBER 
Glazed Stoneware Standard List (November, owt Softwood Ex 

. in. 6 in. 9 in. Jemmery emelity ... 2c ee « Whnef aenderd £115 to £140 
Pipes, 2 ft. npg aa sie i .-- per ft. “| ‘8 2/6 4/6 Carcassing quality : do. a £94 — £98 
Bends ... i, see, ace. sans a) ce 7/6 20/3 1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. » mn os 
Junctions i oe oa a lee 8/4 12/6 27/- Hardwood s. d. 
Gullies with 4 in. outlets ... 12/6 13/9 22/6 Mahogany—African S.E. ..._ ... do. per ft. cube 110 O 
The following are the percentages to be "added to the Standard List do. Honduras S.E.. one do. a >, 24 

(November, 1956) prices delivered London Area. Oak European S.E. . oie do. “~ 210 0 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot. do. Japanese S.E. ... —... do. oe 3 0 0 

Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces do. English Logs sawn ... do. 200 
: Over 2 tons Under 2 tons Under 2 tons Teak 8 in. average S.E._... do. % 317 6 
Best Quality ... ... — 5% +15% +20% Walnut African Logs sawn ... do. * 2s 
BSS Best Quality ...410 %— 5% +10. %+15% +10 %+ 20% | Plywood per 
Tested Quality +374° yA ta 4 4.374% +1 15% +373%+ 20% 6 mm. (} in.) Birch Plywood B/BB ai 100 sq. ft. 4 4 6 
BSS Tested Quality | +47} yA 5% +474%+15% +474%+ 209% A 6 mm. Israeli Gaboon do. B/BB exterior r grade 
= # d° WBP (AX100) as ; ‘ 43 3 
3 in. ae Drain Pipes o 12 in. » hag -- .. per 1,000 12 10 6 18 mm. Birch Blockboard ie a 910 0 
4in. do. do. ay a 16 16 O 2 in. Douglas Fir Plywood 96 in. x 48 in. Exterior 
6 in. do. | ee me Gael aren a 34 10 O grade WPB (AX100) solid two sides ...__.. a 911 0 
9 in. do. do. ot “a a oe fe 64 19 O 
| DOORS (i 
s I-ll 
DAMP COURSE rer oe ae ) 
Delivered London area. £ s. d 
Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. 14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 

rolls cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and £ «¢ & 2 ft. Oin. x6 ft. 6 in. ... as me a6 .-» each 116 0 

over delivered London area... ... . per yd. sup. 2 2 2 ft. 3 in. x6 ft. 6in. ... bet ate sane “ 117 6 
Asbestos base do. 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. 4 3 2 2 ft. 6 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... 118 6 
Lead lined bitumen do. 9} Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. ‘~ 12 2 RY ee 2 0 6 
18 in. x9 in. British damp course slates... . per 1,000 43 8 ll 2 in. do. but top peal open. Pattern 4x aad in Gut 
14 in. x9 in. do. do. bis a sd a eS 2 2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. : 29 0 

9 in. <9 in. do. do. coca Siew as 18 18 9 2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. $ im ao 211 6 

18 in. x 44 in. do. do. a a 1919 9 2 in. 2 Panel top panel open. Pattern 2 2xGin deal 

14 in. x 44 in. do. do. nee = a 15 18 3 2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 : 2 3 9 

9 in. x 44 in. do. do. ae *. 10 14 3 2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. ~ sai 285 90 
1 ys Plywood rt ey Flush Doors to BS459, Part2A — 

t. 0 in.» t. O in. 1 

STONE of Oimxe ft im. 112 3 

Bath Stone £ s. d. 2 ft. 3 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... 82 ¢ 

Monks Park sae oie - aie ... per ft. cube 10 3 2 ft. 6 in. x6 ft. 6in. ... ' 2 

St. Aldhelm Box Ground... be ll 6 2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in 118 0 

Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 1} in. Hardboard Faced Flush Doors 

B.R. Western Region. ; 2 ft. 0 in. x 6 ft. 0 in. $6 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered 2 ft. Oin. x6 ft. 6 in. ... 160 

London area + tee ne ” 10 10 2 ft. 3 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... 1 6 6 
Beer Stone. Delivered London’ area aes a 10 6 2 ft. 6 in. x6 ft. 6in. ... 1 8 6 
Portland Stone— 2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... 19 6 

Brown beget Ly random blocks, 20 ft. 

average delivered in railway trucks at Nine 
Elms, B.R. Southern Region _... ~ 910 | SUNDRIES 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. | Delivered London area. £s. d. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 1 in. Wood Wool Slabs 6 ft. 0 in. x2 ft. 0 in. in 
9 in.x3 in, Rubbed, weathered, throated and quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. tol ton) ... ... per yd. 6 2 
stolled ae -- perft.cube 4 510 | 1} in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) eA 8 0 
2 in. x 6 in. do. “do. i: ics ° na ” 3 1 2 | 2in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) 9 94 
12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated ... ae a an 24 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) um 3 
2 in x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping ‘i 2 2 2 | oo. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) _ ... 12 73 
4 in. x 6 in. do. do. do ” 217 0 | Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per } in. of thickness 
43 in. x 9 in. Plinth rubbed on top andface 2» 211 0 4 in. imported or home produced insulation Board, _ per 

3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes _ ... .-. per ft. sup. 9 1 quantities over 5,000 sq. oe & : . 100 sia Rm 224 

emplates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 1 in. Hardboard do. Se ne : 117 6 

thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork ... perft.cube 1 11 3 3 in. do. do. 2 4 6 

do. do. fair one edge for fair faced brickwork a [7 6 2 in. Compressed Straw Slabs. roofing quality. 

Hard York— 6 ft., 8 ft., 9 ft., 10 ft., and 12 ft. x 4 ft. 
12 in. * 2 in. . Soe Steps, rubbed on top and 50-100 yds. et ~ ie ... per yd. sup. 11 4 
edge . per ft. run 11 0 101-250 yds... eer ee AS nigel on 10 10 
14 in. 3 in. - Round- nosed Steps, rubbed on top 251-750 yds. 3 We ate . = a se 10 1 
and front perft.cube 2 18 3 Over 750 yds. ... Pe a 9 4 

12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front i zu 6 2 in. do. at, partitions 4d. per ‘yd. cheaper. 

2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes_... per ft. sup. 10 3 3. in. Asbestos Flat ene ee Se as oe 4 34 

2in. Sawn’ rane, “es nenne in random te in. do. ; ee a a 6 0 

sizes a tee -peryd.sup. 3 12 0 Roofing Felt 1-ply .. : 9 

do. 2-ply . Pay sain’ tags e oe ee _ 

TILES AND PANTILES Best Scotch Glue in slabs... sss per $ cwt. : : : 
| ar ‘ ii wis - 9 

Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000. | Croid il sd _ - ro ead eet 2 260 

Machine-made Pantiles and French a Tiles + from £ s. d. | Impact Adhesive ... Sok eke. ew oes) 212 6 

Lincolnshire district ees aie , os 35 16 6 | Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots) - ai .. perton 8110 0 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district his ws ‘i 6410 0 | do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) .. ib = 2% 0 0 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ...  ... 78 2 9 | Wire Nails 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) ... i «a. BS 3 2 
Hand-made 104 » < 64 tiles Berkshire district ... si See 18 0 O do. 4in. and up (4-cwt. lots) ag ea Bs 316 6 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district ie ie 17 0 O 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. non se ae 113 0 
Machine-made Hip - Valley tiles do. ee Oat 112 0 METALS 
Concrete tiles 104 x 6 , : co iene aie 810 0 7 

do. Interlocking (49S) _ ‘x 19 16 6 STEEL Joists, ETC. 
Norte.—Breakage in transit, purchasers” ‘responsibility. Basis Joists— : , . ; £ os. d. 
| 6in. x Sin., 8 in. x Sin., 8 in. x 6 me ae 6 ~ 
12 in. x6 in., plain cut to lengths delivere 
SLATES | London area ¥ nie ane ae ie -- perton 4715 0 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage paid in full | Extra for sizes : ? 

— loads to London Rate station. Per 1,000 actual. £ a & 3 in. x 14 in. 4 in. x 1} in.... see ae » 310 O 
24 » * ; ae ns 155 10 O 3 in. x3 in. ... aes Sees = ie * sa 210 0 
22 x 2 ie aay, ea Se ee ae ee ee lll PEGG cts as Swen «6 ae leet hee a . 
, 4 ra a “are ae” anes Lae Boca CE 10 in. x 44 in. ee ee ee sas 110 0 
ON ee eee eee 5 in. x 24 in. St) | a ee ms 115 0 
ee” ee ms a Ga es OS Sige hye ee ‘a 3 3-8 

| ae ee ae eee ee 69 10 0 5 in. x 44 in. 7 in. x 34 in. 13 in. x 5 in.... i 15 0 
RM en Sau laity! | ao kel ck lie | ees 61 0 0 6 in. x 3 in. PA IM. XTEIM. 2. se wee see ~ 20 0 
OR ee ee eee ee ee 54 8 10 6 in. x 44 in. 7 in. x 4 in. ——-? 150 
Sy ee ee ee ee ee 4212 4 9 in. x 4 in. 10in.x Sim.... ...  « 

Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. | 12 in. x5 in. 22 2. 7 im. «.. 100 
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METALS—continued 

9 in. x7 in. 10 in. x 8 in. 12 in. x 8 in. a & 
14in.x5¢in. 14 in. x6 in. 14 in. x 8 in. per ton 10 0 
15 in. x 5 in. 15 in. x 6 in. 16 in. x 6 in. 
16 in. x 8 in. 18 in. x 6 in. 18 in. x7 in. 10 0 
18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. x 64 in. 20 inves x 74 in. ¥ 
Steel angles average price are - 48 15 0 
Steel tees average price ... os 4915 0 
Fabricated work delivered ‘London—" 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted.. i a 67 19 9 
Compound girders... i a ae pa 7214 3 
Stanchions ... ae ins ‘ae one oon a 789 9 
Compound stanchions . se sim oe 83 4 3 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins a 93 19 6 


Average prices not for awkward work. 
Angle cleats and § in., } in. and a in. bolts meee 


price London area per cwt. 510 0 
FERRO-CONCRETE fo AND FABRIC 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete Bars British manufac- 

ture to BSS 785 ex. Mills. 1 in. diameter and 

upwards delivered nearest London station perton 4010 0 

do. do. ex. London Stock do. 

delivered London site . ie vee “a 28 _ 49 10 0 
tras— 

¢ in. diam.. ae ae ee oe” -. pertonextra8 12 6 

SS ee a 612 6 

fin. do. ee ee s 412 6 
in. do ‘i 3 2 6 
in. do. eve eee ase on oe ie 110 0O 
in. and 2 in. diam. . _ 15 0 

Steel wire mesh reinforcing fabric to BSS 1221A. 

Ref. No. 106 88 lbs... oe sq. yd. 5 1 
ae RC ani i es se 3 04 
ti ee 1.83 ,, Br at aes ed 1 8} 
ae =n ee. ae a 4 94 
~ « wes O32 « - ped 2 10 

MILD STEEL tm 
Tubes to BSS 1387. Fittings BSS 1740. 
Basic List Prices 
tin. gin. din. fin. lin. I}in. Ifin. 2in 
Tubes ... .. per ft. 9% 10 1/- 1/24 1/9 2/ 2/8 2/9 
Bends ... . each 1/7 1/9 2/- 2/6 3/8 5/5 6/2 10/7 
Elbows, square ,, 1/8 1/10 2/2 2/6 3/- 4/4 5/2 8/6 
do. round... ,, 1/10 2/— 2/4 2/10 3/4 4/8 5/8 9/4 
. irae 2/- 2/2 2/6 3/2 3/8 5/- 6/2 10/2 
Se 4/4 4/8 5/6 6/6 8/2 11/— 13/2 21/- 
Sockets, Plain ,, 6 6 8 10 1/- 1/4 1/9 2/6 
do. Diminished ,, 8 10 1/- 1/2 1/6 2/- 2/8 4/- 
Backnuts ae ae 4 4 6 7 10 1/- 1/4 2/2 
MALLEABLE FITTINGS 
in. gin. din. Zin. lin. 1}in. Ifin. 2in 


z 
Elbows, sound each 8} 84 


Tees... me 94 OF 1/- 1/43 2/- 2/9 4/- 5/6 
Crosses.. hits ae 1/25 24 1/4t 7. 2/94 3/74 5/24 7/24 
Sockets... «.. 5 St 5k - IA/7E 2/24 3/1t 
Backnuts _... 3 3 i 4 53 7% = =10¢ = 1/53 
Discounts from List prices as follows :— 
Galvanised Tube— Malleable 
Under 1 ton Over | ton W.I. Fittings Fittings 
Light —384% _ = vo Light —25}% Malleable List 
Medium - 34 % - y 4 Heavy —214% -—184%+40% 
Heavy — 264% - 383 
Black— : : 
Light -4 o — 503% Light —314% Malleable List 
Medium 45 A ~ 468% Heavy —273% —183% 
Heavy —374% —39 
C.I. HALF- as GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. 
Gutters Nozzles Stop Ends 
3 in. a ae va a oem 4 3/9 1/1 
34 in. ee ee 4/1 1/1 
4 in. a ae ee ee 5/11 4/7 1/7 
4} in. co a we 5/1 1/11 
| a ie aa a is 7/3 5/6 2/3 
“¢. I. 0. G. GUTTERS 
Per yd. in 6-ft. ee: Gutters Nozzles Stop Ends 
3 in. 5/5 4/11 1/3 
34 in. 6/-4 4/11 1/7 
4 in. ... 6/84 S/l 1/11 
44 in. ae ae eed ta = 7/3 5/10 2/3 
| ies se 7/ll 6/8 2/7 
CL hens — Pipes 
Pipe Bends Branches 
aa on 8/114 4/7 6/7 
24 in. pee uae ‘ais nee 8/114 5/1 8/10 
i cic aut. aoe: “are, ce oe) 6/5 9/7 
34 in. ~~ a 11/6 7/7 11/6 
4 in. ... i hala 13/34 9/2 13/7 
L.C.C. Coatep Soir Pipes 
ee a 7/10 9/7 
24 in. TT. ee eee oe 8/9 11/11 
oa eee a 9/7 14/2 
34 in. a ae ae 11/11 16/6 
4 in. 15/44 13/4 19/5 


Above prices for gutters, rain- -water and soil pipes for under 5-cwt. lots 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300, dated February a 
shes ‘274% and tonnage allowance. 


1955, 
4-ton lots 5%, 2-ton lots "24 y a 
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L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN Pipes 


£3. d. 
4 in. coqete in 9 ft. lengths ...peryd.run 1\1 1 
6 in. do. ae ae a a: 2s 
4 in. Gieapeter a. és as Se -on each 19 9 
6 in. do. do. 7 ee a [im Ss 
4in. diameter branches .. a ve 7m 3 
6 in. do. do. ae LS 442 


above prices for any quantity but under 5 cwt. carriage extra. 
PitcH Fisre Drain Pipes 


2 in. diameter in 5 fe... SH. ade in. or re ft. Laspagne 
including couplings “ws Ss ‘ ~~ gee. run 1 6} 
3 in. do. ee eee ae a 1 103 
4 in. do. _— i a te ee ee vn 2 6 
5 in. do. i ae 2 ie ao a 4 1} 
6 in. do. 0; 
4 in. diameter short radius 3 ‘bends each 17 9 
4 in. do. do. + bend sii. actin ‘ 12 11 
2in. diameter 6 ft. radius bends G ft. lengths) ai 16 2 
3 in. do. do. do. we 19 8 
4 in. do. do. do. aa 7 @ 
5 in. do. do. do. ~ 240 
6 in. do. do. do. 214 6 
Above prices for loads of £60 and over. 
Loads £25 to £59 19s. 11d. Plus 10% 
Loads under £25 Plus 15% 
AsBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 173% cred 2in. 24in. 3 in 4 in. 
Pipes, 6 ft. ae -. -. per yd. 4/7 4/10} S5/l1l 7/10 
Shoes ... = - each 3/- 3/3 3/10 5/2 
» Single Branches an ~ 4/8 5/6 6/7 9/2 
Bends, square or obtuse. ea 3/3 3/7 4/8 6/7 
Swan Necks, 44 in. proj. bed 3/7 4/8 5/2 7/3 
do. Om Gh ww 3/10 5/2 5/10 7/10 
Assestos O.G. eater Eee FITTINGS 
in. 5 in 6 in. 
Gutters, 6 ft. lengths -- per yd. 4/4 4/94 5/9 6/105 
Drop ends ... «.. each 3/6 4/- 4/9 /5 
ee ic.  —_ te ‘ae 1/1 1/2 1/3 1/5 
ae: cgak. tee ee iy 3/7 4/1 5/- 5/10 
Nozzles a ee") eee al 3/6 4/- 4/9 §/— 
Union Clips... ... ne 1/9 2/1 2/6 2/11 
ASBESTOS Hate Rounp GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
in. 4in 44in. Sin. 6 in 
Gutters, 6 ft. lengths = 3/04 3/74 3/84 4/44 6/1 
Dropends ..._ ... each 2/6 3/- 3/3 3/7 5/2 
are 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/3 1/5 
dss ae oe ate 2/10 3/3 3/7 3/10 5/2 
Nozzles ins Miah 2/6 3/- 3/3 3/7 5/2 
Union Clips ... -— « 1/3 1/4 1/5 1/7 2/5 
Per ton basis 
—— 
= <€ 
Iron—Staffordshire om acai Qualty - we 6 
Mild Steel Bars " 47 8 6 
Mild Steel Hoops ... 20. sce ae 49 0 0 


Ex Merchant's 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


Soft Sheets C.R. and C. oat — £ «a ¢& 
20 gauge ...... a 62 7 6 
24 gauge ... _ ome are east aa we an 64 17 6 
26 gauge ... i! «Ae 67 17 6 

Galvanised Corruguated Sheets, 6 ft ‘to 9 ft.— 

20 gauge ..._.. fai ‘hal 70 18.0 
24 a nic) a el ew com mee 74 8 0 
26 gaug —_ coe ase 79 13 O 

Gabuunietd Flat Sheets c. R. and nas inn 
20 gauge ... . —— - <oe 72 8 0 
EE ies?) axe: alia? ahd agen oe ane dala 75 18 O 
26 gauge ... ... 81 3 0 

ALUMINIUM AND ” ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 

(Base Prices) ae 

Sheet BS 1740 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide)... ...__ per Ib. 3 OF 

Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) *” 2 113 

Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) ” 2 115 

Coiled strip BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 
wide)... a 2 11 

Coiled strip high purity, ‘22 SWG (12 in. wide) ” 3 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Circular Profile 
8 ft. x 32 in. x20 SWG per sheet 114 1 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3. Industrial Profile 
8 ft. x 31Z in. x20 SWG o 119 10 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Mansard ‘Profile 
8 ft. x 312 in. x 20 SWG on 113 1 

Extruded section BS 1476 EIC simple moulding per Ib. 2 10% 

Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round = 2 8 

Extruded section BS 1476 HEI9WP simple angle ais > 2 

Extruded section BS 1476 HEI9WP 1 in. om. 
round . a aa > 3 

Tubing BS 1471 TIC 1k in. O/D x 20 swG... om 4s 

Tubing BS 1471 HT19WP 13 in. O/Dx 20 SWG * 6 3 

PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 

Delivered Bs area. 
All per dozen gin. Zin. lin. din. 1fin. 2 in. 

Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron.. 


a al 


Toilet bib cocks for iron ... 109/- 158/5 — 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc.—continued 

All per dozen in. jin. lin. 1} in. in. 2 in. 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 5 2/6 917/6 
do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 1,389/6 


Double nut boiler screws 
Heavy Croydon ball valves .. 
Plumbers’ union sine — to 


18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 
77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 


ee «+ 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- 
i. 1} in. 2in. 3 in. 3} in. 4 in. 
Caps and Screws ag -- 33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 
Brass Sleeves... oe a 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 
13x 6 Ib. 146 Ib. 2x7 Ib. 3x7 Ib. 
Lead P. trap with brass clean- 
ing screws : - 68/6 85/6 137/- 233/9 
Lead S. trap do. do. 82/9 102/9 168/3 302/3 
Solder : s. d. 
Plumbers’ 1 cwt. lots = /— 14 Ib. lots per lb. 3 7 
Tinmen’s ... a a oo ie 4 5 
Blow pipe i 407/- /- a 2 “ 4 6 


CopPeR TUBES AND SHEETS 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 253d. per Ib. plus 
gauge and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 10 cwt. 


Extra 
; d. d. d. 
4in.x19 gauge 16} Total per Ib. 424 Approx. per ft. 11} 
zin.x19_,, 143 a a 40} ss " 15} 
1 in.x18 5, = 12% - ~ 383 . , 24 
Itin.x18  ,, 12} : is 384 a ‘ 29 
Isin.x18  ,, 12} i we 384 ae pa 34} 
2 in.x17 13% pes ‘ea 393 i é 55} 
Small Quantity extras : 
10 cwts. to 5 cwts. ‘ sa aA a. ; plus 4d. per Ib. 
S Cmts. (2 CW nce acs oa nee i sie ges, I sae 
2 cwts. to 1 cwt. ... , at ae —— a 
Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price plus >. + & 
gauge and manufacturing extras ° as ‘ite - ae © © 
; ZINC £s 4. 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG), 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 7 2 
- 2 gauge (23 SWG), ay ° Se - ne 714 9 
» >» 14gauge (21 SWG), a ye ez 713 6 
Brass TuBe 
Brass tubes, basic poe, oie atpaie and manufac- 
turing extras per Ib. ’ i 
LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price to one address in London or Home Counties : 
és. & 
Lead Sheet, English, 3} Ib. substance and aguante perton 104 15 0 
» Water Pipe, in coils os 107 0 O 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. in dia. a 108 10 O 
a > over 4 in. dia. - ne 110 10 O 
se Gas or Untinned Compo pipe.. Re 108 10 O 
5 cwt. lots and over less 6d. per cwt. off basic prices. 
Extras over Basis for quantities — 5 cwt. 
3 cwt. and under 5 cwt. wa! Ge per cwt. 4 0 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. ne na 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than 
asis weights and cutting to sizes less than basis 
charged extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected, £59 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
£ &. 4 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over delivered on site per ton 2.3 
do. White do. do. do. es 817 9 
Sirapite — BSS 1191 Class C do. oe 819 9 
do. Fine do. do. do. és S 7 6 
do. Browning BSS 1191 Class B_ do. a 819 9 
do. Board Finish do. do. eo 819 9 
Blue Lias Lime, in 6-ton loads ve weil co 614 6 
Hydrated Lime (Grey) in 6-ton loads ae we a 510 0 
do. (White) do. , —— ‘ip 6 00 
Lump Lime (Grey) do. Sie Ae awh se Ss 7s 
do. (White) do. a ‘a 514 6 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement, in 1- ‘ton loads ... a 12 4 9 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement, in 1-ton teats se 1119 6 
Granite ae, in 6-ton ae ; as as 3 
Hair oe percwt. 417 6 
a per Plaster Lath or —_ Board, # in. thick, 
600 yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. 2 23 
1,200 yds. ... ~ 2 14 
do. Insulating “do. 3 in. ‘thick, 600 yds. and 
over in one delivery. Delivered site : - 2 8 
1,200 yds. na ee 
Gypsum *Plasier Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
12 ft., % in. 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery. Delivered site eos , ae ids a _ 
1,200 yds. ... ” 2 43 
do. ) sare “do. 3 in. thick, “600 yds. and 
over in one delivery. ee site mae a 2 11 
1,200 yds. ... ne eat sii ee 2 10 
PAINTS AND DISTEMPER 
Delivered London area. £€s 4 
Ceiling Distemper .. ne Cae eo oan percwt. 1 7 6 
Washable Distemper # un a, eae e §15 0 
Gloss Paint ... per gal. 216 O 
Super Snowcem cement paint (in 1 owt. drums) percwt. 5 0 O 








ae ec a 





8 


LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS 

Ground White Lead, in 1 cwt. kegs . -. per cwt. 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 a" 5 lotsin 1 ‘gal. tins per gal. 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg (10 ton lots) per cwt. 

do. do. do. (1 cwt. a “ 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg 
Size XD quality 28 lb. ... 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. 


SUNDRIES 
Turpentine substitute ( 5 gal.) drums extra we a 5 
do. do. (40 gal.) do. aie cae Ba os 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior ... ..- A 8 
: 
1 


NDAMNwW Oh 


we 13 
per tin 9 

..- per gal. 19 
‘ * ’ ¢ 


onoancaaan® 


F aakaed 


Creosote (40 gal. barrels) ess ite - a 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. ommend per Ib. 
White Lining Paper : -- per piece 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 

Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside 
Oak, Pale Copal do. do. jolt ee. fs 
Hard ee re as 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ... 0. eee ose se 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... ide was con a 
Finest Carriage Varnish . a ee ee = 
Front Door Varnish Aaa gs. se 
rr deck kt. he, ee. a By 
ea ee ee Be 
Brunswick Black ... ae eet por ste ee aa 
Berlin Black . ee “ss én pee as ion er 
Terebene od ane ne me daz a 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) = = ose! — ae rae 
French and Brush Polish (do.)... es les we a 


NPWoOohL 


per gal. 


— tt et et et DIDI NNN Nh 


GLASS 


Delivered London area. an” 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Gadinnty Ghats —- 
Cut Sizes.. ee 
24 oz. do. do. do. ‘do. Pe 
26 oz. do. do. do. do. in 
32 oz. do. do. ~. dol os 
4 in. Rolled Plate.. = aie ina = 
jf; in. Rolled and Rough Cast.. “en we mens ee 
} in. do. do. ils ar i 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard 
patterns— 
ea a ‘ip 
ip ee ‘ial i 


. per ft. sup. 10 
O4 


SA WaIW 
a et 


sane 
we OW 
De a ahead 


do. Special Tints ; 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte 
and Luminating Group3... oe 
3 in. Wired Cast ... me i sae i rs 
3 in. Georgian Wired Cast ... 7 — = Ke 
Hollow Glass Blocks— 
53 x 53 x 3] in. ... 


Cross reeded 
Broad reeded 7} 7}xX3{ in. ... 
72 x 73 x 3¢ in. 


Cross reeded _ ae 
Prismatic poe te te 1 
Flemish pee bs 2 ae a 
Boomerang 7}3X7}xX3{in. ...  ... 

ize Blocks— 

.32 Cross reeded 7} x 3} x 3¥ in. 

iused Corner Blocks to —_ sal with— 

.2 Cross reeded . 

3 

Ky. 


— pe 
—oOc 
Ce 


wa bm na 

"ANS wWwWwn 
w 

NDNonwowvw 


eI 
WE wre we 


f 


4) 


ro] 
fad 


Broad reeded .. oe a ae a 
Cross reeded . * 
P-B.2, P.B.3, P.B.32 are also ‘supplied in Light 
Diffusing ‘Blocks at same price. 
} in. Polished Plate Glass, G.G. quality— 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. 
” ” ” 5 ft. sup. = 2 ” 
“ is a 45 ft. sup. tee aes 9» 
mm 100 ft. sup. sea es 
2 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceed- 
ing 100 ft. sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both 
ways. G.G. quality—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. 
or 240 in. one way or 130 in. both ways eae a 11 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ’ Se je 15 
Plates exceeding 180 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum per ft. sup. 
d. 


a ee hed woe oo > AAAnanw 
00 CO — 


Anan~ 


o 


Description of ane quantity Ss. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. .. ee eee ee Tk 
240z. ,, aha Gree sant bike bie a ii 2,000 ) 
26 oz. ,, vi 2,000 11 
S32 CE: » 2,000 1 af 
+ in. Rolled Plate... 1,000 10 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White Group 1 on 1,000 10% 
do. Group 2 1,000 1 2% 
3 in. Pinstri c, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminat- 
ing an tlyte Group 3 : 1,000 1 2% 
% in. ane * A ate or Rough Cast .-- 2,000 ’ 2 
te do. a 1 23 
in Wired ‘Cast, Hexagonal .. oo oo 2 i.4 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 5} 
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(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors) 


AS FROM FEBRUARY 6th., 1961. 














1. Craftsmen and Labourers. 2. Apprentices. 3. Young Male Labourers. 
Region ow | Labourers Age Per cent. of London and England, Wales Age Per cent. of London and England, Wales 
rT r Craft Rate | Liverpool Dist. Craft Rate | Liverpool Dist. and tland 
5. s. d. 
-_ — se 4 - - . ¢ s. ¢ s. d. s. d. 
ra eve 1 
London... ...| 5 It 46 16 334 1 8 1 8 - yey 7s . 
Liverpoc! end 2 50 2 6 2 6 16 45 2 OF 1 112 
District ...| 5S 18 | 4 6 ° ad ca ; 2 17 664 3 0 211 
Scotland... 5 4% 20 87} 4 6 4% 18 100 46 4 4 












































NORTHERN IRELAND is not included; rates fluctuate so much from district to district that reference should be made to local offices. 

WATCHMEN.—The rates per shift for watchmen engaged on building sites is 27s. 6d. in London and Liverpool District, and 26s. 3d. in the provinces. 

FEMALE OPERATIVES.—In all déstricts throughout the country except in Scotland the rate of wages for women, aged 19 and over, engaged in craft processes is 4s. 1 
per hour. Women engaged on work other than craft processes, 3s. 9$d. per hour. In Scotland the rate for the woman craftsman is 4s. 4$d. after a probationary 
period, and the woman labourer, 3s. 10}d. 


Leamington Spa.—March 22: ‘Some Fur- 
ther Considerations of the RIBA Form of 
Contract,’ by I. N. D. Wallace, Mid-Warwick- 
shire College of Further Education, Warwick 
New-rd. 7.15 p.m. 

Middlesbrough. —March 22: ‘Practical 
Formwork Design and Construction for 
Concrete,’ by J. G. Richardson. Cleveland 


Mow Winter Lectures 
Programme for March 


‘New Develop- 


Weymouth.—March 15: 
by F. L. 


PROGRAMME of lectures ” v : ‘ 
ments in Plumbing and Drainage, 


the Ministry of Works 


THE MARCH 
sponsored by 


: : ees B. w. hnical College, i itution, ‘a- 
on subjects of interest to the building a Se a" Tec & ee oe Technical Institution, Corpor: 
industry is as follows: Wolverhampton.—March 15: ‘Practical Rhyl. a A. 52: Film Show: ‘ Building 

Nottingham.—March 1: ‘ Oil-fired Domes- Aspects of Soil Investigation,’ by S.J. Button. and Civil Engineering Subjects.’ Westminster 
tic Heating Installations,’ by J. W. Musgrave. College of Technology, Wulfruna-st. 7.15 Hotel. 7 p.m. 
Nottingham and ~~ Technical College, Connah’s Quay.—March 23: ‘ Dampness 


p.m. 
Blackburn.—March 16: ‘ Thermal Insula- 
tion of Buildings,’ by N. a, Technical 
College, Blakey Moor. 7.15 p 
Chatham.—March 17: ‘Glued Timber 
Laminations,’ a W. A. Chugg. Sun Hotel, 
High-st. 7.15 p 
Sheffield. ee | 17: ‘ Work Study in the 
Building Industry,’ by R. Geary. College of 
Technology, Salmon Pastures, Warren-st. 


in Buildings,’ by W. A. Hammond. Techni- 
cal College. 7 p.m. 

Lancaster.—March 23: ‘ Keeping Up-to- 
Date in Building,’ by M. McKee. Lancaster 
and Morecambe College of Further Educa- 
tion, Torrisholme-rd. 7.15 p.m. 

St. Albans.—March 23: * Operational Re- 
search in Building,’ by J. F. Nuttall. Hert- 
fordshire College of Building, Hatfield-rd. 


Burton-st. 7.15 p 

Trowbridge. at 1: ‘ Prestressed Con- 
crete,” by H. Kaylor. West Wiltshire and 
Trowbridge College of Further Education, 
College-rd. 7.15 p.m. 

Mexborough.—March 2: ‘ Structural Uses 
of Timber,’ by A. J. Browning. Schofield 
Technical College, Park-rd. 7.15 p.m 

Grimsby.—March 7: ‘ Corrosion of Metals 


in Buildings,’ by R. D. J. Tarleton. College of 7.15 p.m 7.15 p,m, 

Further Education, Nun’s Corner. 7.15 p.m. Wigan. ‘—March 20: ‘Prestressed Con- Sunderland.— March 28: ‘ Prestressed , 
Trowbridge.—March 8: ‘Practical Form- crete,’ by H. Kaylor. Mining and Technical Concrete,’ by H. Kaylor. Museum Room, fi 

work Design and Construction for Concrete,’ College, Library-st. 7.30 p.m. Technical College. 7 p.m. 

by J. G. Richardson. West Wiltshire and Wrexham.—March 21: ‘ The Law and the Gloucester —March 29: ‘Developments 

Trowbridge College of Further Education, RIBA Form of Contract,’ by I. N. D. Wal- in Paint and Painting,’ by H. J. R. Ashby. 

College-rd. 7.15 p.m. lace. Technical College, Mold-rd. 7 p.m. Technical College, Brunswick-rd. 7.30 p.m. 
Brighton.—March 8: ‘ Introduction to Pro- 

gramming and Progressing for Builders,’ by 

A. E. Chittenden. Gas Showrooms, Church- N C ” 

st. 7.15 p.m. m 
Margate.—March 8: ‘ Oil-fired Domestic ew Oo panies 

Heating Installations,’ by J. W. Musgrave. , 

Thanet School of Arts and Crafts, Depart- THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered Sturt. Bldrs. and contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 


ment of Building, New Cross-st. 7.15 p.m. 

Scunthorpe.—March 8: ‘Dampness in 
Buildings, by W. A. Hammond. North 
Lindsay Technical College, Kingsway. 7.15 


in England, have been announced by A. E. BRIDGWATER & SONS LTpD.—Regd. Jan. 

Jordan and Sons, Ltd., company registra- 6 1961. 364 Bromford-la., Ward End, Birm- 

tion agents. ingham 8. Secy.: A. D. Woollaston. Bldrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. 





p.m. 

Chelmsford.—March 9: 
the Building Industry,’ by R. Geary. 
Essex Technical College, Moulsham-st. 
p.m. 

Halifax.—March 9: ‘ Oil-fired Domestic 
Heating Installations,” by J. W. Musgrave. 
Percival Whitley College of Further Educa- 
tion, Hopwood. 7.15 p.m. 

Manchester.—March 9: ‘Single Stack 
Drainage,’ by A. F. E. Wise. Manchester 
College of Building, Hardman-st. 7.15 p.m. 

Cambridge.—March 13: ‘Essentials of 
Good Concreting,’ by E. E. H. Bate. Eastern 
Federation of Building Trades Employers’ 
headquarters, 95 Tenison-rd. 7.30 p.m. 

Carlisle-—March 13: Open discussion: 
‘Value for Money in Building.’ Technical 
College, Victoria-pl. 7 p.m. 

Chesham.—March 14:*‘ Practical Form- 
work Design and Construction for Concrete,’ 
by J. G. Richardson. Technical School, 
Whitehill. 7 p.m. 

Rotherham.—March 15: ‘Prevention of 
Acoidents in the Building Industry,’ by J. A. 
Hayward. College of Technology, Howard- 
st. 7.15 p.m. 


‘Work Study in 
Mid- 
7.30 


BAKEWELL (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. Jan. 5, 
1961. lla Thomas-st., Rusholme, Manchester 
14. Secy.: P. E. Phelps. Nom. cap.: £2,000. 

J. W. AVERY (BUILDING CONTRACTORS) LTD.— 
Regd. Jan. 5, 1961. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: 
Joseph W. Avery, 70 Gravel-rd., Eastwood, 
Southend. 

STANDWELL BUILDERS LTD.—Regd. Jan. 5, 
1961. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: Robt. W. 
Knight, 38 Long-row, Belper, Derbys. 

R. CUSHION & SON (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. 
Jan. 5, 1961. Blofield Corner, Blofield, Nor- 
folk. Secy.: Doris A. M. Barrett. Nom. 
cap.: £5,000. 

J. E. DELACOURT (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. Jan. 
5, 1961. 36a South Coast-rd., Peacehaven, 
Sussex. Secy.: Gladys M. Delacourt. Nom. 
cap.: £1, 

D. A. GAYTON & CO. LTD. —Regd. Jan. 5, 


1961. Greenside, Holne Cross, Ashburton, 
Devon. Secy.: Pamela M. Gayton. Bidrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £300 


CUMBRIA CONTRACTORS LTD.—Regd. Jan. 5, 
1961. Cumberland-hse., Scotch-st., White- 
haven. Secy.: R. A. Jones. Bidrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £5,000. 

STURT (COVENTRY) LTD.—Regd. Jan. 5, 1961. 
18 Royal-cres., Coventry. Secy.: Agnes E. 


THOMAS ROUND & SONS LTD.—Regd. Jan. 6, 


1961. 12la King William-st., Amblecote, 
Stourbridge. Secy.: Ruth N. Round. Bidrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000 


WHITEMAN & CO. (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. 
Jan. 6, 1961. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: Robert 
R. N. Whiteman, Coombe Martin, Jaywick- 
la., Clacton-on-Sea. 

A. A. LAKE LTD.—Regd. Jan. 6, 1961. 41 
Selhurst New-rd., SE25. Secy.: D. T 
Poulter Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 


P. MASTERSON LTD.—Regd. Jan. 6, 1961. 
24-25 Princes-st., Wl. Secy.: P. Masterson 
Pbic. wks. contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 


NESHEIM OF HESWALL LTD.—Regd. Jan. 6, 


1961. 347 Pensby-rd., Heswall, Wirral. 
Secy.: A. N. Sandbach. Bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £8,000. 


FOSTER CONSTRUCTION CO. LTD.—Regd. Jan. 
9, 1961. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Sub.: 
H. Archer, 42 Dunstable-rd., Luton. 

RECONSTRUCTED BUILDINGS LTD. —Regd. Jan. 
9, 1961. 134 High-st., Tonbridge. Secy.: 
Anne Ball. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 

LODGE-HILL BUILDING & CARPENTRY CO. LTD. 
—Regd. Jan. 9, 1961. 117a High-st., Croy- 
don, Surrey. Secy.: J. M. Bryson. Nom. 
cap.: £100. 
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News in Brief 


Employment in Building 


THE NUMBER OF PERSONS in civil employ- 
ment during December, 1960, is estimated 
to have fallen, as is usual at this time of 
year, to 23,711,000. The number 
employed in the construction industries 
at the end of December was 1,548,000, a 
reduction of 18,000 on the previous 
month. The employment figure for the 
same period in 1959 was 1,505,000. 


Timber Industries Confederation 


AT THE INAUGURAL MEETING of the recently 
formed Timber Industries Confederation, 
held on February 7, Mr. G. B. Crow, of 
Beves & Co. Ltd., was elected president. 
Mr. S. A. Tyson, of Tysons (Contractors) 
Ltd., and Mr. Anthony Lebus, of Harris 
Lebus Ltd., were elected first and second 
vice-presidents respectively. 


Stainless Steel Fabricators 


THE REVISED LIST of members (1960) and 
classified list of products of the Stainless 
Steel Fabricators’ Association of Great 
Britain is now available from the Associa- 
tion, at 75 Harborne-road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham 15. One particularly interest- 
ing feature of the publication is a table 
giving trade names and specifications of 
stainless steel. 


Builders’ Benevolent AGM 


THE annual general meeting of the 
Builders’ Benevolent Institution is to be 
held at 47 Bedford-square, WCl, on 
Wednesday, March 15, at 2.30 p.m. The 
business of the meeting will be to receive 
the annual report and accounts, and to 
elect the officers and management com- 


mittee for 1961, and to transact any 
other business. 

Civil Defence Water Supply 

4 REVISED LIST of regional and area 


co-ordinators in the Mutual Aid Organ- 
isation, set up by statutory water under- 
takers under the Civil Defence (Water 
Supply) Regulations, 1949, has been 
issued by the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government. The list includes 
co-ordinators in England and Wales and 
is published as Circular No. 56/60. 


Bitumen Felt Roof Coverings 


‘ BUILT-UP ROOFING in Building Construc- 
tion’ is the title of a booklet which 
clarifies certain design considerations and 
the selection of materials for buildings 
and structures where bitumen felt roof 
coverings are used. Well produced dia- 
grams illustrate the technical require- 
ments necessary when bitumen felt is 
used. Copies may be obtained from the 
Felt Roofing Contractors’ Advisory Board, 
Victoria House, Southampton-row, 
London, WC1. 


Lifting Tackle Handbook 


THE BRITISH STANDARDS INSTITUTION has 
issued a thoroughly revised edition of 
Part 2 of its Handbook No. 4, ‘ Lifting 
Tackle’ which deals specifically with 
chains and fittings. The revision has 


been edited by Mr. L. Linder, MIMechE, 
and supersedes the work first published in 
1946. Copies, price £2, may be obtained 
from the Institution, at 2 Park-street, 
London, WI. 


Design Appreciation for Engineers 


FOLLOWING its two successful design 
appreciation courses for junior engineers, 
the CoID is organising a course for senior 
engineers. It will be held in London from 
April 25-28 inclusive. The senior course 
will have three main aims—to impart an 
appreciation of design in its widest con- 
text, to show how industrial design can 
be put into practice, and to,emphasise the 
growing application of industrial design 
in engineering today. Details from the 
Design Centre, 28 Haymarket, SWI. 


N. Devon Coastal Footpath 


MR. HENRY BROOKE, the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, has approved 
without modification proposals by the 
National Parks Commission for a long- 
distance route of 82 miles along the 
Somerset and North Devon coasts. The 
path will run from Minehead in Somerset 
to the Devon/Cornwall boundary at 
Marsland Mouth; it will link up with the 
Cornwall north coast footpath. This is 
the seventh long distance route to be 
approved by the Minister. New rights of 
way will be needed over some 27 miles. 


Private Housebuilding at Coventry 


ABOUT TWENTY private Coventry builders 
have banded together to buy and develop 
a 100-acre housing estate in the city to 
meet the acute shortage of house building 
land. Mr. J. V. Evans, president of the 
Coventry and District Association of 
Building Trades Employers, speaking at 
the annual dinner on February 17, said 
outline plans had been prepared and appli- 
cation for planning permission would 
soon be made to the local authority. 


Building Education Trust 


SHEFFIELD BUILDING TRADES EMPLOYERS’ 
ASSOCIATION has formed a trust to be 
used for furthering the education of build- 
ing apprentices, or personnel, at the 
Sheffield College of Technology. Mr. W. 
Alexander, head of the department of 
building and civil engineering at the col- 
lege, announced this at the department’s 
annual prize distribution at the City Hall, 
Sheffield on February 15. He added: 
‘To my knowledge this is the first and 
only building department in the country 
to have such a proposal and such a 
measure of support in its work.’ 


Multi-Storey Car Park, Guildford 


GUILDFORD COUNCIL’S Town Planning 
Committee has asked its panel of archi- 
tects for their comments on the Coun- 
cil’s proposals for a self-parking multi- 
storey car park in Sydenham-road, on a 


Technical_ Review 
‘Technical Review’ this week will be 
found on pages 372-373. 
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site near Holy Trinity Cathedral Church. 
Designed to provide parking space for 
438 cars, the project, which is the first of 
its type in the town, will cost £195,000, 
or approximately £445 per car. The 
scheme, prepared by a firm of consul- 
tants, Courtaulds Technical Services Ltd., 
has been accepted in principle by the 
Council’s estates committee, who re- 
ferred the proposals to the town plan- 
ning committee. 


Clerk of Works Diploma Examination 


THE ABT CLERK OF WORKS DIPLOMA 
EXAMINATION will be held on April 6, 7 
and 8. Copies of the syllabus and appli- 
cation form, which must be returned by 
March 25, may be obtained without cost 
from the General Secretary, Association 
of Building Technicians, 156 Waterloo- 
road, London, SEl. Question papers for 
previous years are also available price 3s. 
per set. 


Natural and Artificial Lighting 


THE CURRENT ISSUE of the ‘ International 
Lighting Review’ contains an elaborately 
documented article on the illuminations 
for the 1960 Olympic Games in Rome. It 
is preceded by an illustrated description 
of a number of interesting lighting fit- 
tings displayed at last year’s Triennale in 
Milan. In addition, this issue also has 
an article on the new Guggenheim 
Museum in New York, Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s last major work. The spiral- 
shaped exposition halls offered special 
problems for the natural as well as for 
artificial illumination. 


Fire Protection Association 


THE FIRE OFFICES’ COMMITTEE FIRE PRO- 
TECTION ASSOCIATION, established in 1946 
by the Fire Offices’ Committee for the 
purpose of disseminating technical 
information about all aspects of fire pro- 
tection and prevention, and to promote a 
practical understanding of such matters, 
has been renamed the Fire Protection 
Association with effect from February 20. 
This name will henceforth distinguish 
more clearly between the Fire Offices’ 
Committee and the Association, but does 
not indicate a break in the relationship 
between the two bodies, nor will it affect 
their activities. 


Accident Prevention Course 


FOLLOWING the success of the first 
specialised training course for the build- 
ing and civil engineering industries in 
November, 1960, the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Accidents has 
announced that a second course has been 
arranged at the Civil Defence Staff Col- 
lege, Sunningdale, from April 23 to 28. 
Inquiries concerning bookings should be 
addressed to the Training Officer, Indus- 
trial Safety Division, RoSPA, 75 Victoria- 
street, London, SWI. 


Graduated National Insurance Scheme 


UNDER the new system of graduated 
national insurance contributions which 
starts on April 3, Stamps and cards, as 
well as other approved methods of pay- 
ment, will continue in use for paying the 
flat-rate contributions due for all 





382 


employees, but the graduated contribu- 
tions for those earning over £9 per week 
will be collected through the PAYE 
system in association with income tax. A 
guide to this scheme has been issued by 
the Ministry of Pensions and National 
Insurance, and a free leaflet explaining the 
scheme may be obtained from any local 
pensions and national insurance office. 


Council for Technological Education 


THE TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT Of the 
Regional Advisory Council for Techno- 
logical Education for London and the 
Home Counties, now published, contains 
a statement of evidence presented to the 
Royal Commission on Local Government 
in Greater London as well as the regular 
reports of the regional academic board, 
the distribution of courses committee, 
and the fifteen regional advisory commit- 
tees. Copies of the report may be 
obtained from the secretary to the 
Council, at Tavistock House, Tavistock- 
square, London, WC. 


Building Conference at Southampton 


THE TWELFTH ANNUAL REGIONAL BUILDING 
CONFERENCE, promoted by the Southern 
Regional Council for Further Education 
in association with the Southampton 
Educition Authority, will be held at the 
Southampton Technical College on June 
17. The conference is for members of the 
building industry and allied professions, 
and for teachers of architecture, building 
and related subjects. Associated with the 
conference, for which the theme will be 
‘Careers in Building—the Future Pros- 
pects,’ are the regional building craft com- 
petitions open to apprentices attending 
technical colleges within the Southern 
Regional Council’s area. 


Brickwork and Plastering 

4 SHORT COURSE OF STUDY in brickwork, 
external rendering and plastering for 
architects, building supervisors and 
teachers, is being arranged by the Chalk 
Lime and Allied Industries Research 
Association. The course, which will be 
held at the Association’s laboratories, 
Church-street, Welwyn, Herts. from April 
11 to 13, will comprise lectures, demon- 
strations and discussions. Further details 
and registration forms from the Associa- 
tion’s laboratories, Welwyn. A fee of £1 
is payable on registration. 


Arc Welding of Aluminium 


THE ALUMINIUM DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIA- 
TION has issued an addendum to its infor- 
mation bulletin No. 19, ‘ The Arc Welding 
of Aluminium.’ The addendum, ‘ Notes 
on Process Selection and Filler/Electrode 
Materials,’ consists of two parts, the first 
giving further guidance on the choice of 
welding processes and the second dealing 
with the appropriate filler or electrode for 
welding pure aluminium to one of its 
alloys or dissimilar alloys. It also deals 
with the welding of wrought to cast 
aluminium. Copies are included in the 
Information Bulletin 19, but are also 
available separately from the ADA, at 
33 Grosvenor-street, London, WI. 


Planning Refusal at Harrogate 


A SCHEME for blocks of multi-storey flats 
to be erected on the Clarence-drive, 
York-road and Brunswick-drive frontages 
of the Grand Hotel, overlooking the 
Valley Gardens at Harrogate, has been 
refused by the planning committee, who 
state that whatever the ultimate use of 
the hotel the development would reduce 
car parking and amenity space below 
acceptable standards. They add that the 
implied overall density would be too 
high and that the portion of the site 
between Brunswick-drive and the Grand 
Hotel has insufficient depth for multi- 
storey flats. The refusal is made under 
delegated powers. The planning com- 
mittee also opposed the resiting of the 
existing garage as part of the redevelop- 
ment. 


Modernisation Demonstration 


A TRIBUTE to Mr. J. W. Marston, head of 
a firm of London builders, was paid by 
Mr. Henry Brooke, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, when he opened 
a house improvement demonstration at 
Hugon-road, Fulham, on February 15. 
Mr. Marston has modernised a number of 
houses he owns, and in co-operation with 
the Ministry, and with the help of the 
Fulham BC, has opened them to the pub- 
lic. ‘ This is the first time that a private 
landlord has arranged a demonstration 
of this kind in London,’ said Mr. Brooke. 
‘It was the Association of Land and 
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Property Owners who put my Department 
in touch with Mr. Marston, and I am 
grateful to them. Indeed I want to thank 
Mr. Marston, the Fulham BC, and the 
Association, for all they have done.’ 


Industrial Injuries Scheme 


THE LAW relating to the Industrial 
Injuries scheme is covered in the first of 
three loose-leaf volumes setting out legis- 
lation administered by the Ministry of 
Pensions and National Insurance. This 
volume (HMSO, price £2 5s.) with a first 
supplement (HMSO, 2s.) bringing it up 
to date as at December 1, 1960, is now 
published. The other two volumes (to 
be priced at £4 10s.) dealing with the law 
relating to Family Allowances and 
National Insurance, together with a first 
supplement, will be published shortly. 


Company News 


HOLLAND & HANNEN AND CUBITTS (GREAT 
BRITAIN) LTD., aS stated in our issue of 
February 10, are to extend their interests in 
the Midlands by the acquisition of a con- 
trolling interest in B. Whitehouse & Sons 
Ltd. This well-known Birmingham firm of 
building contractors will continue to operate 
under its present name. The board of B. 
Whitehouse & Sons Ltd. has been reformed 
under the chairmanship of Mr. P. Wyatt. 
managing director of Holland & Hannen and 
Cubitts (North West) Ltd. Mr. P. B. White- 
house continues at managing director. Other 
members of the board from Cubitts include 
Mr. T. O. W. Newman and Mr. J. J. Evans. 
Mr. J. C. Griffiths continues at director and 
secretary. 


Personal Column 


MR. J. F. M. ALMA, MSC(ENG.), MICE, has 
joined Holland & Hannen and Cubitts (Great 
Britain) Ltd. as manager, engineering con- 
struction division, which comprises the com- 
pany’s civil engineering and structural depart- 


ments. Mr. Alma joins Cubitts from South 
Africa. 
MR. B. A. THURGOOD has been appointed 


resident director of George Cohen Aus- 
tralian Scrap Company Proprietary Ltd., 
Sydney, the company whose formation was 
announced by the George Cohen 600 Group 
towards the end of last year. Mr. Thurgood, 
who until recently was George Cohen's 
branch manager in Morriston, nr. Swansea, 
South Wales, has already left to take up his 
new post in Australia. 


MR. RONALD G. HOOKER has been appointed 
deputy managing director of K. & L. Steel- 
Founders and Engineers Ltd., Letchworth. 
The company is a member of the George 
Cohen 600 Group. 

SIR F. A. PILE, BT., has been elected chair- 
man of the Cementation Group of Companies, 
and MR. A. R. NEELANDS has accepted the 
position of President of the Group upon his 
retirement as chairman. 


MR. WILFRED C. ASH, BSC, MICE, retired from 
the board of Gilbert-Ash Ltd., on February 
2, having been one of the founder directors 
of the company with the late Mr. Paul 


Gilbert, CBE, when it was formed in 
February, 1946. 
MR. F. E. GRIGGS, TD, MA, MINSTCE, 


MISTRUCTE, has been appointed a director of 
Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co. Ltd. and manag- 
ing director of Parkinson Griggs Develop- 
ments Ltd., a newly registered property 
development company within the Sir Lindsay 
Parkinson group of companies. 


The formation of a new company, Radia- 
tion Parkray Ltd., is announced by Radiation 
Ltd. as a further move towards consolidation 
within the Group. The Board of Directors 


is as follows: w. D. KING (chairman); w. A. 
BALLARD (general manager—Belper Works); 
A. J. PARKER; S. L. PLEASANCE; A. S. PURDIE 
(general sales manager); F. P. S. STAMMERS 
and H. THOMPSON. 


MR. HARRY RICHARDS, chairman of Wolf 
Electric Tools Ltd., London, W5, has 
retired. Mr. Richards, who became chairman 
in 1951, will retain his seat on the Board of 
Wolf Electric (Holdings) Ltd. 


_ MR, ION LANE, a director of Coseley Build- 
ings Ltd., Wolverhampton, has left this 
country for a six-month Far Eastern business 
tour. 


International Boilers and Radiators 
announce that MR. H. A. S. MOULE, formerly 
sales director of Glow Worm Boilers Ltd., 
and executive director of Sunrod Domestic 
Boilers Ltd., has joined the International 
board with effect from February 1. 


MR. GEOFFREY COLE has been appointed 
advertising manager of the Lighting & Heat- 
ing Group of The General Electric Co. Ltd. 


Managerial changes and _ reorganisation 
have been announced by MR. FRANK C. LYNAM, 
managing director of The Airscrew Company 
& Jicwood Ltd. Two Divisions have been 
established, a Board Division and a Fan 
Engineering Division. MR. E. C. F. PASH, 
director, is to assume direct responsibility 
for promoting exports and overseas negotia- 
tions for both Divisions, and will concen- 
trate almost exclusively on these activities. 
Mr. Lynam, in conjunction with MR. C. C. 
ROLLS, and a sales executive, will control the 
Board Division. MR. W. J. KING-SMITH is 
appointed general manager, Fan Division, 
MR. D. B. M. WRIGHT, advertising and publicity 
manager, and MR. P. J. COOKSLEY joins the 
executive as chief engineer. 


MR. T. V. EMMERSON, FCA, has_ been 
appointed deputy chairman of Chamberlain 
Consolidated Ltd., the parent company of the 
Chamberlain Group of building, engineering 
and property companies. 


























tHE BUILDER’ February 24 1961 


MR. C. G. HUNTER has been appointed to the 
Board of Concrete (Northern) Ltd., of which 
company he is at present Secretary. 

MR. C. ROBERTS, of 78 Byron-st., Lough- 
borough, Leicestershire, Tel. No. Lough- 
borough 4859, has been appointed East 
Midlands representative for Concrete (Mid- 
lands) Ltd. 


MR. T, F. CARTER has been appointed resi- 
dent representative at the new branch office 
opened at 34 High-st., Wick, Caithness 
(Tele.: Wick 671/2), by Bowmaker Ltd. 


After 48 years with J. A. Prestwich 
Industries Ltd., of Tottenham and South- 
gate, MR. STANLEY M. GREENING, AMIMechE, 
has retired. 


Chamberlain Industries Ltd., Staffa-wks., 
Argall-ave., Leyton, E10, have appointed mr. 
D. W. GRAY and MR. R. R. WATKINS Works 
Director and Sales Director, respectively. 


Williams & Williams Ltd., the Chester 
metal window manufacturers, have appointed 
MR. H. BENTLEY as Sales manager, southern 
region, steel equipment division. 


Ferodo Ltd., of Chapel-en-le-Frith, have 
appointed MR. B. G. HILL as export sales 
manager. 


MR. W. D. COXSON, export manager of the 
sales division of Quickset Water Sealers Ltd., 
a member of the Cementation Group, is 
visiting the Middle East. He will make busi- 
ness calls and visit the company’s agents at 
Baghdad, Kuwait, Abadan, Teheran and 
; eee before returning to London on March 


MR. J. T. DUXBURY, son of the late chair- 
man and managing director of Magnet 
Joinery Ltd., has been appointed managing 
director. Other appointments announced on 
February 15 were MR. C. E. ILLINGWORTH, 
director; MR. THEO. NICHOLSON, managing 
director of Southerns Ltd., of Widnes, direc- 
tor; MR. T. I. JOHNSON-GILBERT, director; and 
MR. W. S. EMMOTT, chairman. 


Colonial Development 


GRANTS AND LOANS approved under the 
Colonial Development and Welfare Act 
during 1960 amounted to £40,612,353, 
including £2,817,989 for research. This 
compares with £27,850,204 approved in 
1959, with £16,201,062 in 1958 and with 
£18,740,767 in the previous year. 

Funds made available during the year 
for schemes to benefit Britain’s overseas 
territories included £10.353,057 for edu- 
cation, £7.721,088 for road developments, 
£4,151,917 for agriculture and veterinary 
services, £2,770,221 for medical and 
health services, £2,414,973 for industrial 
development and £1,626,229 for water 
supplies and sanitation. Grants approved 
during November and December 
amounted to £2,284,392. Largest of these 
was £245,000 to build a new college 
library, administrative block and exten- 
sion to Gloucester Hall, at the Royal 
Technical College of East Africa, NAIROBI. 
Other grants to East Africa included 
£78,455 for improvements to the Great 
North-road in TANGANYIKA. 

Other grants approved during the two 
months included: £125,000 to build 30 
houses for junior staff at the University 
College of THE WEST INDIES; £189,467 for 
SARAWAK for the construction of the 30- 
mile Simanggang-Engkilili feeder road 
and for building a 15-mile feeder road 
from the Sarikei/Binatang road to Nanga 
Pakan; and £184,450 towards the cost of 
a land settlement scheme at Black Bush 
Polder, BRITISH GUIANA. Development of 
the Polder consists of providing home- 
stead lots of about 2} acres each around 
a community zone. 
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From Our Own Correspondents 


AUSTRALIA (QUEENSLAND).—The Trans- 
port Minister has stated that the Queens- 
land firm of Thiess Bros. Pty. Ltd. has 
secured the contract for the construction 
of a new railway bridge at a cost of 
£1,159,433 over the Burdekin River at 
Macrossan, near Charters Towers. The 
provision of the bridge is part of the 
Townsville-Mt. Isa railway reconstruc- 
tion project, necessary to cope with the 
heavy -increase of traffic arising from the 
Mt. Isa Mine’s expansion scheme. The 
new bridge will be 2,340 ft. long and 
80 ft. above the river bed, which is more 
than 15 ft. higher than the maximum 
flood level. 


AUSTRALIA (VICTORIA).—A new £A3m. 
inter-state rail terminal will be built at 
Spencer-street station. Melbourne, to fit 
in with the new standard-gauge rail link 
between Melbourne and Sydney that is 
expected to be completed later this year. 
The terminal will be three storeys high, 
with subways for moving luggage and 
parcels. There will be waiting rooms 
overlooking the main concourse, and a 
car park for 300 cars. 


BRAZIL. — The National Petroleum 
Council of Brazil has approved the pro- 
posal by Petrobras for the erection of two 
new refineries. One will be built at Porto 
Alegre, the other at Belo Horizonte. 


BRITISH GUIANA.—Pauling Co. (Over- 
seas) Ltd. announce that they have been 
awarded a contract to the value of $84m. 
by the Government of British Guiana for 
the construction of the Tapakuma drain- 
age and irrigation project. When com- 
pleted, rice farmers on the Essequibo 
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Coast will have an assured supply of irri- 
gation water and in times of heavy rain- 
fall they will have greater protection 
against flooding. In addition the scheme 
will enable a further 15,000 acres of land 
to be put under cultivation. The project 
comes under the direction of Mr. R. F. 
Camacho, Director of the Department of 
Drainage and Irrigation. Sir William 
Halcrow & Partners of London are the 
consulting engineers to the Government 
of British Guiana responsible for the 
design and supervision. 


CANADA (ALBERTA). — Proposed con- 
struction scheduled for the City of 
Calgary includes: A new headquarters 
building for the Alberta Motor Associa- 
tion; a $850,000 gymnasium for the 
University of Alberta; A $2.5m. block of 
flats at Sixth-avenue and Seventh-street ; 
a $3m. shopping centre at Lakeview ; the 
$15m. Glenmore Hospital; and a $lm. 
housing development at Arcadia. The 
finance plans for the proposed $400m. 
gas pipeline from Alberta to California 
have now been cleared and construction 
is expected to get under way shortly... . 
Canadian Utilities Ltd. are to construct a 
$4.4m. addition to their plant at Battle 
River and a $2.8m. addition to their 
plant at Vermillion. . Construction 
scheduled for the City of Edmonton 
includes: A $2.5m., 1ll-storey medical 
building ; the $7m. building programme 
for Dominion Stores Ltd.; a $1m. addition 
for St. Joseph’s Church; the $2m. Dem 
Terrace building; a $4m. General Post 
Office building; a $lm. and $3$m. shop- 
ping centre; A $4.6m. office building 
with garage facilities : and a $1.5m. hotel 
for Western Motor Hotels Ltd. 


CANADA (BRITISH COLUMBIA).—A $5m. 
construction programme  has_ been 
announced for Christ College, Langley. 

. Clany and Associates have been 
awarded a $1.2m. contract to construct 
a hotel in New Westminster. . . . The 
BC Electric Co. is to spend $53m. on 
capital expenditures in 1961. A large 
portion of this amount is for construction 


work. . . . Construction of a $13.3m. 
thermal generating plant has _ been 
announced for Burrard.... Construction 


proposed for the City of Vancouver 
includes: A fine arts centre to cost 
$1.5m.; a new $12m. treatment plant on 
Iona Island ; a $6m. expansion to the T. 
Eaton shopping centre ; and a $1m. motel 
at Burnaby. . . . Construction proposed 
for Vancouver Island includes: a $lm. 
addition to St. Joseph’s Hospital at 
Comax ; a $3m. housing estate at Saar- 
nich, and a $2.5m. building programme at 
Victoria University. . . . A $2m. nurses’ 
residence is to be constructed at New 
Westminster. 


CANADA (BRITISH COLUMBIA). — Magna 
Pipeline Company Ltd., of Vancouver, has 
awarded a $7m. contract to British 
Insulated Callender’s Cables Ltd. to 
manufacture, install and commission 53 
miles of flexible submarine pipeline to 
transmit a supply of natural gas from the 
mainland of British Columbia to Van- 
couver Island. The consulting engineers 
are International Power and Engineering 
Consultants of Vancouver, BC (IPEC). 


have been 


CANADA (MANITOBA).—Bids 
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invited for the construction of a power- 
house at the Winnipeg International Air- 
port... . The actual start on the construc- 
tion of the $56m. Great Winnipeg Flood- 
way has been scheduled for early spring. 

CANADA (NOVA SCOTIA).—-A new GPO is 
to be constructed at Mabou. . . . The 
Clayton Development Company has 
announced construction of a $25m., 496- 
unit, housing development for the Halifax 
suburb of Rockingham. 

CANADA (ONTARIO).—The Polymer Cor- 
poration has announced construction 
plans for a $10m. plant at Sarnia... . 
The M & T Products Co. is to construct 
two buildings on 7} acres of land, at 
Hamilton, to cost $1.8m. .. . Cathlore 
Holdings Ltd. is to construct 210 low- 
rental flats at Scarborough, to cost $1.8m. 
. . » Sylvan Court Apartments Ltd. is to 
construct 200 low-rental flats at Scar- 
borough, to cost $1.6m.... A $3m. applied 
science building is to be constructed at 


Assumption University, Windsor. ... The 
Imperial Oil Co. is to construct a $5m. 
petrochemical plant at Sarnia.... Glo- 


belite Batts Ltd. has purchased 45 acres 
in Scarborough Township for construc- 
tion purposes. 

CANADA (QUEBEC).—_-The Wabash Iron 
Co. has announced a further $25m. con- 
struction programme to include a short 
railway line and housing facilities... . 
Louis Donolo Incorporated is to con- 
struct a plant at Drummondville for 
Prest-O-Lie Batteries Ltd. 

CANADA (SASKATCHEWAN).—The _Inter- 
provincial Co-Operatives Ltd. of Winni- 
peg is to construct a chemical plant at 
Saskatoon. 

NEW ZEALAND.—The contract for the 
Lyttelton road tunnel between Christ- 
church and the Port of Lyttelton, in 
South Island, has been let to the Fletcher 
Construction Co. Ltd.. in association with 
Kaiser Engineers and Constructors Inc., 
for £1.947.747. The contract figure, 
which includes £213,216 for tiling the 
tunnel, was stated to be more than £1m. 
less than the original Ministry of Works 
estimate, which did not provide for tiling. 
The time scheduled for the completion 
of the contract without tiling is 3 years, 
but the contractors hope that, by bring- 
ing in skilled tilers from overseas, they 
may be able to finish the whole job, in- 
cluding tiling, in the contract time. 


Venezuelan Trade Mission 


TWELVE of Venezuela’s leading business 
men and industrialists arrived in Britain 
on February 19 on a fourteen-day fact- 
finding tour of British industry. The visit 
is being sponsored jointly by the Board 
of Trade and the Western Hemisphere 
Exports Council, and the members of the 
party represent all sections of Venezuelan 
industry and commerce, including power 
and development corporations and the 
building and textile industries. The mis- 
sion will visit atomic energy plants, 
heavy electrical and engineering factories, 
motor manufacturing plants, textile and 
steel mills, chemical plants and research 
institutions. Information in connection 
with the visit may be obtained from the 
Western Hemisphere Exports Council, 2] 
Tothill-street, London, SWI. 
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Company’s Development Proposal 


AN OFFER by the Murrayfield Real Estate 
Co. Ltd., to redevelop a large site in the 
centre of Aberdeen is to be considered at 
a joint meeting of the finance and lord 
provost’s committees of the corporation. 


The site is bounded by St. Nicholas- 
street, Upperkirkgate, Broad-street, and 
Netherkirkgate, and part of it, opposite 
Marischal College, has been earmarked 
by the corporation for the erection of new 
municipal offices at an estimated cost of 
more than £700,000. 


The company has offered to assume 
responsibility for the redevelopment of 
the whole area provided it is defined as 
an area of comprehensive development 
and designated as subject to compulsory 
acquisition. 


Cut in Building Programme 


A WARNING that unless Lanarkshire goes 
ahead with the proposed programme of 
school building many areas will face ‘ in- 
tolerable or, indeed, break-down condi- 
tions in the schools’ has been given to 
the County Council by their Director of 
Education, MR. JOHN S. MCEWAN. 


The statement was made in a report 
submitted by the director on modifica- 
tions which can be made to the building 
programme to bring loan-charge expendi- 
ture on school construction more into 
line with the amount of General Grant to 
be received from the Government for 











KIRKSTONE 


Li ght Sea Green 
Slate 


from our quarries on a 1500 ft. 
contour in the heart of the 
English Lake District where this 
volcanic  slaterock has been 


extracted for over 200 vears. 


Hlustrated details on request or 
Cladding, ills, Coping and 
Flooring etc. 


KIRKSTONE GREEN 
SLATE QUARRIES Ltd. 
Ambleside | Westmorland. 


Tel.: Amb. 3296-7 
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1961 to 1963. Mr. McEwan has revised 
the phasing of expenditure to reduce out- 
lay over the three years by £1,091,000. 


Start on Road Bridge Authorised 


COMMENCEMENT has been authorised on 
the building of a Tay Road Bridge, and 
Air Ministry approval has been received 
for scheduled air services to serve the 
surrounding area. The £4m. Tay Road 
Bridge will start in early 1963 and will 
take four years to complete. 


New Buildings 


CAITHNESS.—A compulsory purchase 
order by the CC to acquire an area of agri- 
cultural ground on Castlehill Farm, Castle- 
town, for housing development has been 
confirmed by the Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, with a modification that the area to be 
acquired be reduced from 8.3 to 6.4 acres. 


DUMFRIES.—Dean of Guild Court have 
approved plans for a new £60,000 furniture 
store to be built in Church-pl. and Chapel- 
st., Dumfries, by James Grant and Co. 
(West) Ltd., of Glasgow. 


DUNBARTON CC.—Laying of 2,720 lin. 
yd. of 18in. dia. spun-iron water main at 
Finlas Reservoir. Applications to County 
Engineer, 24 George-sq., Glasgow. 


EDINBURGH.—The Corpn. are inviting 
offers to rent six houses in the Royal Mile— 
in the reconstructed building at the corner 
of Bank-st. and the Lawnmarket. The houses 
are of two and three apartments, and offers 
of £150 and upwards are expected. The 
reconstruction scheme, costing £75,000, has 
been in progress for several years, and 
incorporates part of Paterson’s-close. 


ELGIN.—A £273,000 plan for the demoli- 
tion of the main part of the Elgin Academy 
and its replacement by a new two-storev 
block has been approved by Moray and 
Nairn education committee. 


GLASGOW.—A housing sub-committee of 
Glasgow Corporation has recommended 
approval of a £4m. housing scheme accom- 
modating more than 1,900 families. The 
Corporation propose to erect four 26-storey 
blocks of 150 houses each, five 15-storey 
blocks and three nine-storey and three- and 
four-storey housing, arranged in courtyards 
and squares. Two prim. schools, a nursery 
school and several shops will be included 
in the scheme. This will be in Glasgow’s 
new Wyndford housing scheme, on the site 
of Maryhill Barracks, formerly the home of 
the Highland Light Infantry. The SSHA 
are responsible for the development of this 
55-acre site. 


GLASGOW.—The Corpn. has approved a 
£1.25m. building programme for the Royal 
College of Science and Technology. An 
eight-storey extension to the engineering 
department, a seven-storey chemistry block 
and a three-storey chemical technology 
block are included in the plans. The exten- 
sions, the third phase of the college’s post- 
war building programme, which has cost 
£2.5m., will be completed in 1964-65. 


GLASGOW.—Corpn, has sanctioned the 
construction of a six-storey block of small 
factories at Milnbank by Taylor Woodrow 
Construction at a cost of £109,000. 


KIRKCALDY TC.—Erection of new hall 
at Links-st. Usual trades. Applications to 
George Cubbage, chartered quantity sur- 
veyors, 203 High-st., Kirkcaldy. 


KIRKWALL.—It is proposed to carry out 
housing development in Kirkwall to get 
people to live in the old town again. Pro- 
posals for new county buildings, a graimmar 
school and houses for old people are await- 
ing Government approval. 


NORTH OF SCOTLAND HYDRO ELEC- 
TRIC BD.—Construction of underground 
power house, shafts, tunnels and associated 
works in Pass of Brander, nr. Loch Awe 
Village. Applications to Messrs. James 


Williamson & Ptnrs., 219 St. Vincent-st., 
Glasgow C2. Dep. £5. 
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Full details of Public Appointments open will be 


found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list, see previous issues. Those preceded by 
the symbol (a) are advertised in this number. The 
latest date for the receipt of tenders or applications 
appears above each paragraph. The symbol (R) 
preceding each entry indicates that applications must 
be received by this date. 


BUILDING 


FEBRUARY 28 
(ark) BUCKINGHAMSHIRE CC.— Pro- 
posed offices at Whitehall-st., Aylesbury. R. 
White & Ridley, architects, 4 Temple-sq., 
Aylesbury. Dep. £5. Tenders by March 28. 
(ak) OXFORDSHIRE CC.—Inclusion in 
list of approved contractors. County A. 


(a) RUGBY BC.—Fixed price tenders for 
a paddling pool a ay recreation ground. 
Boro’ S. Dep. 

(AR) WEST SUSSEX CC.—Fixed price 
tenders for extensions and adaptations to 
home for the aged at Little Paddocks, Ifield, 
nr. Crawley. 


(ar) DURHAM CC.—Erection of eight 
schools, and adaptations to another. County 


MARCH 10 
(aA) ROTHERHAM CBC.—Erection of 202 
houses and 103 garages at Kimberworth Park 
estate. Boro’ E 
ARCH Il 


M 

(ar) BROMSGROVE UDC.—Erection of a 

slaughterhouse. Clerk to C. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 13 

(ar) BRIDGWATER’ BC.—Erection of 
dwellings and 23 garages, etc., at West-st. 
Boro’ A. Tenders by March 31. 

(ar) EASTBOURNE CBC.—Erection of 38 
flats and eight garages at Faygate-rd. /Binsted 
Close, Hampden Park. Boro’ S. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by April 10. 

(a) EXMOUTH UDC.—Erection of 40 old 
people’s bungalows at Nutbrook and Burn- 


side site, Withycombe Village, Exmouth. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
(a) FLINTSHIRE EC.—Extensions to 


Penley bilateral sch., nr. Wrexham. County 


A. ep. £3 3s. 

(aA) RADNORSHIRE CC.—Erection of 
rural science block at Knighton sec. sch. 
> ‘Ty A. Wilson & MacMillan, 4a St. Peters- 

, Hereford. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 14 

THURLES (Eire) UDC.—Erection of 38 
houses and incidental works at Garry- 
vicleheen, Thurles. UDC Offices, Thurles, 
Co. Tipperary, Eire. Dep. £10 10s. 

MARCH 17 

(A) GRIMSBY CBC.—Fixed price tenders 
for the erection of a comprehensive sch. at 
Ely-rd. Boro’ E&A. Dep. 

(A) KIDDERMINSTER BC. —Fixed price 
| ee for 30 dwellings, etc., at Habberley. 

Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2. 

MARCH 18 

(4) WHITWORTH UDC.—Fixed price ten- 
ders for 36 dwellings, etc., at Moss Side-st., 
Shawforth, nr. Rochdale. 

MARCH 20 
_(a) DAGENHAM BC. — Erection of 
library, hall and old people’s club at Halbutt- 
st./Barnmead-rd. TC. Dep. £2 2s. 

DUBLIN (Eire).—Erection of 120 houses 
and Electricity Supply Board substation at 
Finglas West housing area (Section No. 
3B/1). City Architect’s Office, 5-7 Mountjoy- 
sq., Dublin. Dep. £15 15s. 

MARCH 21 

(a) BINGLEY UDC.—Erection of 36 flats 

at Main-st. S&A. Dep. £2 2s 
MARCH 23 

(aA) REIGATE BC.—Fixed price tenders 
for 14 dwellings at Welton flower gardens, 
London-rd., Redhill. Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 24 
(a) WARWICK CBC.—Erection of 45 
houses at West End site (three contracts). 
Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 28 
(aA) STAINES UDC.—Fixed price tenders 
for 44 dwellings and 40 garages at Town-la., 
Stanwell, Middx. Clerk to C. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 31 
(A) ROWLEY REGIS BC.—Construction 
of a pavilion at Bearmore playing fields, 
Cradley Heath. Harper & Sperring, archi- 
tects, 179 High-st., Cradley Heath, Staffs. 
Dep. £5 5s. 
RIL 5 


(a) IPSWICH CBC. —Alterations and addi- 
tions to the central library at Northgate-st. 
Boro’ S. Dep. £2 2s. 

NO DATE 

(A) RUTLAND CC.—Proposed extensions 

at Great Casterton sec. mod. sch. County A. 


SERVICES, PAINTING, MATERIALS, 
ETC. 


MARCH 4 
(ak) BOURNEMOUTH CBC. — Sub-con- 
tract work for housing at Kinson estate. 


Boro’ A 
MARCH 8 
(AR) WIMBLEDON BC.—Painting of street 
lighting standards, etc. Boro’ S. Dep. 


S. 
(aA) WYCOMBE RDC.—External painting 
< council houses (six contracts). Housing 
gr. 











Spauteras 





(LANGDALE PIKES) 
Light Sea Green Slate 


125,000 sq. ft. used for cladding the 
Commonwealth’s Tallest Building 
— 600 ft. high — 

The Canadian Bank of Commerce, 
Montreal. 

Chosen for its beautiful and unique 
bar markings, colour and ability to 
withstand temperatures experienced 
in Eastern Canada ranging from the 

arctic to the tropical. 
Samples and technical details on 
request to: 


Broughton Moor 


SREEN SLATE QUARRIES LTO 





CONISTON - LANCS :- TEL. 225/6 
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MARCH 13 
(A) CHESHAM UDC.—Exterior painting 
of 256 Council dwellings and community 
room. Housing Mgr. Dep. £1 ls. 
(AR) DEPTFORD MBC. — Redecoration 
work. Boro’ E&S. 
MARCH 14 
<A) RUGBY _BC.—Siteworks 
garages. Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 15 
(aA) BRIGHOUSE BC.—{a) Erection of 
ancillary buildings and greenhouse founda- 
tions and construction of 12,000 sq. ft. of 
greenhouses. (b) Provision of boilers, chain 
grate stokers, circulating pumps and piping 
to heating system to the above. Boro’ E. 


Dep. £1. 
MARCH 18 
(aR) MALDEN & COOMBE BC.—External 
Seaeens to Council properties. Boro’ 


for 90 


(A) UXBRIDGE BC.—External poe of 
various houses. Housing Mgr. Dep. £2 2s. 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


MARCH 7 

FINCHLEY BC.—Re-laying of approx. 
22,500 super. yd. of artificial stone paving 
and 1,200 super yd. of red brick paving. 
together with short lengths of kerb and 
channel, and ancillary works. Boro’ E&S. 
Dep. £2. 

THURROCK UDC. — Construction of 
about 12,000 lin. yd. of sewers ranging from 
9 in. dia. to 36 in. dia., and 28,000 sq. yd. of 
roads, with incidental works, at Chadwell 
St. Mary housing estate. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 8 

(ar) HAMPSHIRE CC.—Fixed price ten- 
ders for first phase (foundation and drainage 
work) of new health clinic, community centre 


and ambulance station at Leigh Park, 
Havant. Clerk to C. Tenders by March 30. 
MARCH 9 


DEWSBURY CBC.—Fixed price tenders 
for the reconstruction of approx. 6,600 sq. yd. 
of carriageway, average width 30 ft., 2,700 
sq. yd. of flagged footpath, 900 lin. yd. pc 
concrete fencing, and other ancillary works, 
at Wakefield-rd. Boro’ E&S. Dep. £5 5s. 

MARCH 10 

MALLING RDC.—Fixed price tenders for 
the laying of 6 in. dia. sewers with manholes 
and 4 in spun-iron rising mains; the altera- 
tions to, and connection of, private house 
drainage, the construction of two sewag2 
pumping stations, and a sewage disposal 
works to treat a dry weather flow of 45,000 
gallons per day. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH Il 

BURY ST. EDMUNDS BC.—The construc- 
tion of extensions to the sewage disposal 
works at Pornham Park, comprising two 
circular bacteria beds, a humus tank and 
sludge drying beds, with other incidental 
works. Willcox, Raikes & Marshall, engrs., 
Charles-st., Birmingham 3. Dep. £5 5s 

MARCH 13 

BRIXWORTH RDC.—Fixed price tenders 
for the laying of approx. 4,700 yd. of 15-in., 
12-in., 9-in. and 6-in. dia. concrete, and salt 
glazed ware sewers, together with manholes 
and house connections, and the construction 
of a sewage disposal works comprising 
screening, storm overflow and_ recorder 
chambers, two settling tanks, two 61-ft. dia. 
percolating filters, two humus tanks, storm- 
water tank, pumping station, sludge drying 
beds, and attendant pipework, paths and 
roads, etc. Pick, Everard, Keay & Gimson, 
engrs., 6 Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. £5 5s. 


MARCH 27 
(A) WING RDC.—Construction of 1,900 
sq. yd. of tarmacadam carriageway; 1,000 sq. 


yd. of tar paved footpaths; 230 yd. run of 
surface water drains; and 350 yd. run of 
sewer drains at Littleworth, Wing. H. A. 


Rolls, Ccl’s architect, 15 Bridge-st., Leighton 
Buzzard. Dep. £2 
APRIL 22 

KILKENNY (Eire) CC.—Construction of 
a regional water supply scheme at Bennetts- 
bridge, Co. Kilkenny. E. R. Ryan, constg. 
engr., 1 Mountpellier-ter.. Galway. Dep. 
40 gns. 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


HAMMERSMITH.—Planning Application. 
—LCC has received a town planning applica- 
tion from Stone, Toms & Ptnrs., for the erec- 
tion of 44 flats, lock-up garages, motor show- 
rooms and a petrol filling station at Gold- 
hawk-rd. / Leysfield-rd. 

HESTON & ISLEWORTH. — Hostel. — 
Middx. CC has authorised the erection of a 
hostel for canal boat children in the grounds 
of Norwood Green sch. Est. £31,390. 

LAMBETH. — Offices and Shops. — The 
British Transport Commission has submitted 
to the LCC a planning application for the 
erection of offices and shops at York-rd. 

LEWISHAM.—Planning Application.—A 
town planning application for the erection 
of 18 flats and 18 garages at Sydenham Hill 
has been received by the LCC from the City 
Corpn. 

LONDON (City).—St. Paul’s Plan.—The 
Church Commissioners have formed a con- 
sortium with Trollope & Colls Ltd., George 
Wimpey & Co. Ltd. and John Laing & Son 
Ltd. to develop their property between St. 
Paul’s Cathedral and Newgate-st. in accord 
with the Holford plan for the St. Paul’s 
precinct. Further details are expected to be 
announced in March. oa 

LONDON (City).—General Building Work. 
—The Court of Common Council have 
approved following: Development permis- 
sion, in accordance with plans submitted and 
subject to certain conditions, of the erection 
of a public subway entrance and a two-storey 
link block between the station building and 
Ormond-hse. to the west, at Mansion-hse. 
station, 38 Cannon-st. Development is by 
the LTE. : 

Drawings were approved for the erection 
of a six-storey office building situated at 
Fleet-st. and Chancery-la., which is to have a 
shop on the ground floor and basement and 
provision for the parking of six cars and 
loading and unloading facilities at the rear 
of the ground floor. Developers are the 
Chamberlain Group of Companies, Bucking- 
ham Palace-gdns. 

Drawings were also approved for the erec- 
tion of a new six-storey office building at 
Gresham-st. / King-st. / Lawrence-la. / Mum- 
ford-ct./Milk-st. The building is to have a 
shop on the ground floor, car parking and 
storage in the basement, and boiler room, 
storage, etc., in the sub-basement. Archi- 
tects are Ellis, Clarke & Gallannaugh, Soho-sq. 

The Council also aporoved a recommenda- 
tion of the Housing Com. that approval be 
given in principle to the extension of Blake- 
hse. on the sites of 49 and 51 Hercules-rd., 
now owned by the City Corpn., at an esti- 
mated cost of £16,000, to plans to be pre- 
pared by the City E, and that Messrs. Rider, 
Hunt & Ptnrs. be appointed quantity sur- 
veyors for the work. 

ST. PANCRAS.—Planning Applications.— 
The following town planning applications 
have been received by the LCC: Erection of 
13-storey building at Euston-rd. (R. J. Wood 
& Ptnrs.); construction of abattoir and ancil- 
lary buildings at Marden-la. depot, York-way 
(City Corpn.). 

SOUTHWARK.—Flats.—LCC has received 
from BC a town planning application for the 
erection of a 12-storey block of 48 flats at 
Nelson-sq. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


ALDERSHOT.—BC propose erection of 
584 houses over next three years.... BC 
has approved plans for extensions to depart- 
mental store at Union-st. for Marks & 
Spencer Ltd. 

BARTON-ON-SEA (Hants.).—Mew, Lang- 
ton & Co. Ltd. propose a new hotel on site 
fronted by Sea-rd./Seaward-ave., Barton-on- 


Sea. 

BASINGSTOKE.—Mr. T. Williamson has 
submitted an application for residential 
development of 82 acres of land at Fuzzy 
Drove, Kempshott. . . . County Planning 


Auth. are recommended to approve BC’s 
plan to erect temporary pre-fabricated build- 
ing to house a Citizens’ Advice Bureau, 
behind 2 London-rd., Basingstoke. ... The 
Pearl Assurance Co. Ltd., High Holborn, 





Contracts Placed 


We are glad to receive from 
architects and quantity surveyors 
for publication details of contracts 
placed to the value of £20,000 or 
over. Such information should 
reach the Editor as soon as pos- 
sible after the contract is signed. 
Names of the architect and other 
consultants associated should be 
given. 











London, WC1, propose erection of new shop 
and office building at junction of Victoria- 
st./Winchester-st. Architects are A. J. and 
L. R. Stedman, 36 South-st., Dorking. 

BIRMINGHAM. — The Bernard Sunley 
Investment Trust are expanding their activi- 
ties in the Midlands and the North. Two 
important new developments are already 
under construction in Birmingham, where a 
further major office building is projected. 
In Broad-st. there is a nine-storey office block 
with 55,000 sq. ft. of offices, all but the 
ground floor of which has been let to the 
Ministry of Works. A further four-storey 
building in the Hagley-road comprises some 
20,000 sq. ft. of office accommodation. Both 
these blocks inccrporate car parking facili- 
ties. The projected major office block on 
which construction work is about to start, 
is a sixteen-storey block at 58-60 Hagley-rd., 
which will have 65,000 sq. ft. of office 
accommodation. The architect for all three 
developments is John Maden, and the main 
contractors are Bernard Sunley & Sons. 

BOLTON.—The Planning and Estates Com. 
have approved plans for the building of the 
new Wheatsheaf Hotel at the junction of 
Newport-st. and Great Moor-st. 

BRACKLEY.—RDC has approved a 1961 
housing programme of 49 dwellings and 50 
garages. 

CAMBERLEY.—UDC has approved plans 
for new youth centre at the Old Dean Com- 
mon estate. ... CoE Auth. propose erection 
of a new hall and Church at Upper College 


Ride. 

CHESTERFIELD.—Mr. L. F. Deighton 
proposes residential development at John-st., 
Brimington. . . . Following for RDC: 24 
houses at Heath; 20 houses at Pilsley, 56 
houses at Mosbro’, Westwell Farm estate... . 
Following for BC: Covered and open mar- 
kets at Wheeldon-la. area; new bus depot at 
Sheffield-rd., £693,000 est. 

CONWAY.—Brox Ltd. are applying to BC 
fcr permission to develop land at the West 
Shore Lido by the erection of 62 flats in six 
three-storey blocks, shops and a country and 
residential club. 

CORK (Eire).—Ministry have approved, in 
principle, a water scheme for Midleton UDC. 
Est. £59.000. 

DITTON (Kent).—MH&LG has approved a 
scheme to build 116 houses at Ditton Park 
at a cost of £152,000. 

EASINGTON (Co. Durham).—RDC is to 
borrow £300,000 to meet the cost of the 
second stage of its scheme for improving 
2,886 council houses. 

EASTHAMPSTEAD.—RDC has approved 
plans for: 45 flats and maisonettes and 37 
garages at Wokingham-rd., Bracknell; 300 
houses at Owlsmoor; new community centre 
at Rectory-la.; block of flatlets for aged 
persons at Crowthorne. 

FELLING (Co. Durham).—Marshall & 
Tweedy, 36 Blackett-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
are the architects for the erection of ware- 
house and offices on a site of four acres at 
Green-la., Felling, for Messrs. Morris & Jones. 

GOSPORT.—BC’s housing programme for 
1961 will amount to the erection of 340 
dwellings. 

HALIFAX.—BC propose erection of handi- 
capped persons’ centre at Gt. Albion-st. 

HOOK (Hants.).—Fitted Homes (Ash) Ltd. 
have submitted a plan for building 53 houses 
and bungalows on 6.6 acres of land off 
Newnham-rd., Hook. 

IRELAND.—A new company is being set 
up to build three first-class tourist hotels in 
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the Republic of Ireland. The hotels will be 
built by 1963 at a cost of £24m. by Irish 
Intercontinental Hotels, which was set up 
last year by Aer Rianta, the Government- 
owned parent company of the Irish Air Lines, 
the Gresham Hotels Co., Dublin, and Inter- 
continental Hotels Corpn., which is a sub- 
sidiary of Pan American World Airways. 

KEIGHLEY.—BC propose erection of 100 
dwellings during 1961 and 200 dwellings dur- 
ing 1962. 

LIVERPOOL.—The Dunlop Rubber Co. 
and US Reclaiming Co. of Buffalo, NY, have 
concluded an agreement to establish a £jm. 
plant in the UK for the manufacture of 
rubber reclaim. The plant, which will be 
located at Liverpool, will be operated by a 
new joint company in which Dunlop will 
have a 65 per cent interest. The plant should 
be in operation by mid-1962. 

LIVERPOOL.—Following for TC: New 
hall at Morrison boys’ CS sch., £17,750 est.; 
swimming baths at Quarry Bank/Calder High 
schools, £20,000 est.; day special sch. at 
Otterspool, £80,000 est.; CP sch. at Sudley- 
rd., £56,000 est.; ESN special sch. at 
Fazakerley, £80,000 est.; combined school/ 
health clinic/ambulance station/maternity 
and child welfare centre at Croxteth. 

LONDONDERRY.—The Northern Ireland 
Housing Trust, subject to Ministry approval, 
are to re-develop an area of about 50 acres 
between Stanley’s Walk and William-st., in- 
volving 1.014 houses in Londonderry city. 

MAIDENHEAD.—TC is going forward 
with plans to provide shopping centre on 
Cox Green estate. A supermarket and ten 
shops are envisaged.... Berkshire CC plan 
to extend Braywick CoE sch., and have asked 
TC for 4-acre of land in Braywick Park.... 
Plans for the use of Nicholson’s Brewery site 
for blocks of offices and shops have been 
received by . 

NORTH RIDING.—EC is to proceed with 
the erection of a mod. sch. at Loftus and 
tenders are being obtained. Architects are 
Hadfield, Cawkwell & Davidson, 17 Broom- 
grove-rd., Sheffield 10. 

OLDHAM.—CoE Auth. have reserved site 
for St. Mary’s sch., Rushcroft, Crompton. 

PORTSMOUTH.—A scheme is being pre- 
pared to convert Spitbank Fort, one of three 
100-year-old floating forts at Spithead into 
a casino and residential club. 

SALE.—BC propose erection of new swim- 
ming baths adjoining existing at Broad-rd. 

SALISBURY.—City C has given approval 
in principle to a recommendation from the 
Fatstock Marketing Corpn. Ltd. to enlarge 
the public slaughterhouse at Churchfields. 
Est. £40,000. ... City E (H. Rackham) has 
been authorised to prepare scheme for build- 
ing blocks of flats for elderly people, as part 
of redevelopment of Friary area.... Hous- 
ing Com. of CC are to consider plans for 
building a community centre on Bemerton 
Heath. 

SALTNEY.—Parish Council propose erec- 
— of aged people’s bungalows at Victoria- 


r 
SHEFFIELD.—The layout for a housing 
estate comprising 407 dwellings, including a 
13-storey block of flats in Middlewood-rd., 
has been approved by the Housing Develop- 
ment Committee. A 38-acre site opposite 
Middlewood Hospital is to be devoted to 
houses. shops and playing fields. 
STAFFORD.—TC propose shopping area 
development at Mount-st. Est. £79,000. 
STOCKTON-ON-TEES.—Yorkshire Bank 
Ltd., Infirmary-st., Leeds, are to rebuild their 
premises in Finkle-st., Stockton. No con- 
tracts have been let. A is J. S. Houghton, 
57 High-st., Stockton-on-Tees. ... TC is to 
spend £178,000 remodelling Grangefield 
gram. sch. Work will start this year on addi- 
tions costing £17,000. . . . The TC is con- 
sidering the erection of another 14 bungalows 
by direct labour on the Hardwick estate. 
STRETFORD.—Discussions taking place 
between BC and S. H. Chippindale & Co., 
on behalf of Charteris Estates Ltd., for pro- 
posed shopping centre at King-st.... G. F. E. 
Bartlett & Son Ltd. propose extensions to 
store at Blackley-st. . . British Insulated 
Callenders (Submarine Cables) Ltd. propose 
extensions to factory at Trafford Park-rd.... 
Esso Petroleum Co. Ltd. propose erection of 
petrol service station/showrooms at Chester- 
rd... . A. E. Woodley proposes offices/ 
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showrooms at East Union-st.... Following 
or BC: Phase III of Technical College, 
£127,900 est.; new library at Northumberland- 
rd.; 275 dwellings during 1961. 

SURREY.—CC are planning to erect a 
22-storey office block on land at Tolworth 
Broadway. 

SWINTON.—Lancs. EC propose 
extensions at Wardley gram. sch. 

THAMES DITTON.—The RC Diocese of 
Southwark propose erection of a new 
Church, Presbytery and prim. sch. on the 
west side of Hampton Way-bypass. 

TOLWORTH.—At a meeting of the Plan- 
ning Com. of the Surrey CC at Kingston- 
upon-Thames on February 15, a scheme was 
recommended for approval to the MH&LG 
for developing a site at the Kingston-bypass- 
Tolworth-bdwy. junction, Tolworth. The 
scheme, submitted jointly by Hallmark 
Securities Ltd. and Myton Ltd. (a member 
of the Taylor Woodrow Group), provides for 
a development of an office block, shops and 
a substantial car park. The architect is R. 
Seifert. 

TYNEMOUTH.—tThe Planning Com. has 
approved plans for two new hotels. 

WALTON AND WEYBRIDGE.—Wander- 
ing Farms Estate Ltd. propose erection of 
flats and garages at Rydens-rd., Walton. 

WARRINGTON.—BC propose erection of 
aged persons’ dwellings at Winwick-rd. 

WATFORD.—BEC are thinking of spending 
£256,000 on a new swimming pool. It is 
probably the largest project, excepting those 
which attract a Ministry grant, the council 
has ever handled. Sketch plans submitted 
by the Borough E. and approved by the 
council show a convertible pool. It will be 
of National Standard with separate learners’ 
pool and diving pool, both connected to the 
main pool. Provision has been made for sun 
bathing on a covered terrace and in an en- 
closed area. The spectators’ terrace will seat 
800 to 1,000 people. 

WIGAN.—BC propose erection of further 
19 dwellings at Marsh Green. ... TC has 
submitted to Ministry revised design for new 
public baths. 

WOKINGHAM.—MH&LG has _ allowed 
appeal by Salank Developments Ltd. against 
refusal by BC to grant permission for erec- 
tion of 206 dwellings on land at Scot’s Farm, 
Wokingham. Permission for the erection of 
206 dwellings on the appeal site in accord- 
ance with submitted plans is given. 

WOODLEY.—G. Wimpey & Co. Ltd. pro- 
pose erection of 332 houses off Crockham- 
well-rd., Woodley. 

WYCOMBE.—RDC propose: Erection of 
100 single-bed units; approved plans for 50 
houses at Cores End for Mr. A. D. Jameson; 
and 47 houses at Wharf-la., Bourne End, for 
R. Green Construction Ltd., Hillingdon. 


major 


- TENDERS 


(aA) Denotes accepted. 

<«pa) Denotes provisionally accepted. 

(ra) Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

(am) Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

(GD) Denotes accepted subject to approval by appro- 
priate Government Department. 

ABINGDON.—Erection of 30 ‘ Homeville ’ 
houses at Cumnor for RDC. (A) F. J. Minns 
& Co. Ltd., Botley-rd., Oxford. 

BOLTON. — Following for BC: New 
Smithills technical sch. (A) S. Porter Ltd., 
St. George’s-rd., Bolton. Erection of trans- 
port canteen at Moor-la. Bus Station. (a) 
Terrapin Ltd., London, W1. 

BRIGHOUSE.—Erection of 44 dwellings 
at Field-la. estate for BC. (a) N. B. Bell & 
Co. Ltd., £54,975 (negotiated tender). 

BURTON-ON-TRENT.—Major alteration 
and additions to branch store at High-st. for 
Boots Pure Drug Co. Ltd. Ch. A. to Boots 
is C. St. C. Oakes. (A) Ford & Weston Ltd., 


£30,000. 

CARLISLE.—Following for CBC: New 
sewer at Blackwell relief. (a) Eden Construc- 
tion Co. Ltd., £98,712. Development of open 
space at Rosevale-Harraby. (a) Direct labour, 


CONSETT.—Erection of swimming baths 
for UDC. Architect is J. G. L. Poulson. 
(a) Harbour and General Works Ltd., Gates- 
head, £140,148. 

CROYDON.—New store at Crown Hill for 


British Home Stores Ltd. G. Coles, archi- 
tect, in association with G. W. Clarke, British 


Home Stores’ chief architect. (A) The 
Demolition & Construction Co. Ltd., 
£300,000. 


CUMBERLAND. — Construction of old 
people’s home at Workington for CC. County 
A. is D. W. Dickenson. (A) John Twiname 
Ltd., Brigham, Cockermouth, £53,666. 

DRONFIELD.—Erection of 18 bungalows, 
12 flats, 2 terraced houses and 12 sd houses 
for UDC. (a) Bailey & Martyn Ltd., Sheffield, 
£63,043. 

DURHAM.—New residential block at St. 
Mary’s College, Durham University. ar- 
shall Sisson, architect. (a) Holland & 
Hannen and Cubitts (Scotland) Ltd., £4m. 

DURHAM.—Erection of 48 dwellings on 
the Newton Hall Estate for City C. (A) 
Gradon and Son, North-rd., Durham, £61,038. 

GOSPORT.—Erection of five pairs of four- 
bed. houses at Turner-ave., Rowner, for BC. 
(A) Selleck, Nicholls & Co., £21,760 (approx.). 

GUILDFORD.—Erection of 103 garages at 
various sites for BC. (a) Langham Cement 
Products Ltd., Godalming. 

HARROW. — Erection of 20 flats and 
garages at Brookside estate for BC. (a) Circle 
Construction Co. Ltd., London, NW11. 

HAVERFORDWEST. — Erection of 96 
dwellings at Johnston/Merlin’sBridge/St. 
Martin, for RDC. (A) Gee, Walker & Slater. 
Est. £175,000. 

HOUNSLOW.—New PH and motel at Great 
West-rd. for Fuller, Smith and Turner Ltd. 
(a) Marshall Andrew & Co. Ltd., London. 

HYDE (Ches.). — Major extensions at 
Market-st. for James North & Sons Ltd. 
(A) Vessey Ltd., Hazel-grove, Ches. 

LEEDS.—Following for TC: 2nd phase of 
Goot’s Park sec. sch. (a) W. J. Simms, Sons 
& Cooke, Sherwood, Nottingham, £33,248. 
New Stainbeck county boys’ sch. (A) Gee. 
Walker & Slater Ltd., London, W1, £237,509. 
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Sliding 
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for any door, partition or 
window that slides or folds 


Trained Resident Representatives 
wait on you without obligation. 


1 P. C, HENDERSON LTD., ROMFORD, ESSEX 
Telephone: INGREBOURNE 4/111 8 lines 
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LINCOLN CC (Parts of Kesteven).—Erec- 
tion of Cranwell RAF county prim. sch. and 
caretaker’s house for CC. Messrs. L. D. Tom- 
linson & Ptnrs., Boston, in collaboration with 
J. W. H. Barnes (County A). (A) Bosworth 
& Wakeford Ltd., Rugby, £53,509. 


LIVERPOOL.—Erection of three multi- 
storey blocks at Primrose-dr. for CBC. (a) 
H. Thornton & Sons Ltd., £462,672. 

LIVERPOOL.—Re-building of church and 
hall at West Derby-rd. for Methodist Church. 
(A) Fairclough & Foster (Bootle) Ltd..—New 
factory at Speke industrial estate for Elliott 
Bros. & Yeoman Ltd. (a) Tysons Ltd., Liver- 
pool. Following for Regional Hospital Bd.; 
Operating theatres at Broadgreen Hospital. 
(4) Wm. Hall & Sons Ltd., Liverpool. £74,945. 
Occupational therapy unit at Rainhill Hos- 
pital. (a) Mohin (Bebington) Ltd., £47,003. 
Alterations to Warrington Smallpox Hospital. 
(a) J. R. Ashall Ltd., Warrington, £48,821. 


(GD) LONDON (Admiralty). — Particulars 
of contracts over £4,000 in value: Renfrew- 
shire: Construction of dolphins; Melville, 
Dundas & Whitson Ltd., Glasgow, C2. Corn- 
wall: Floor tiling; Dudley Coles Ltd., Ply- 
mouth. Devonshire: Structural steelwork; 
Carter Horsley (Engineers) Ltd., Crawley. 
Football pitch and running track; En-Tout- 
Cas Co. Ltd., Leicester. Steelwork; Wright, 
Anderson & Co. Ltd., Gateshead. 


(Gp) LONDON (Air Ministry).—Contracts 
to the value of £4,000 or over for week 
ended Feb. 17: Building work: Little Rissing- 
ton, Cheltenham, Glos.; Geo. Foster (Con- 
tractors) Ltd., Leamington-rd., Broadway, 
Worcs. Burderop Park, Wroughton, Swin- 
don, Wilts.; F. Rendell & Son Ltd., St. John- 
st., Devizes, Wilts. Northwood, Middx.; 
Charles Brightman & Son Ltd., Ebury Road- 
wks., Watford, Herts. Runway work: Lecon- 
field, Beverley, Yorks.; W. & J. Glossop Ltd., 
1 St. George’s-pl., York, Yorks. Supply and 
installation of switchgear: Fylingdales Moor, 
Yorkshire; The English Electric Co. Ltd., 
Liverpool Works, East Lancashire-rd., Liver- 
pool 10. Supply and installation of ventila- 
tion and air conditioning plant: Fylingdales 
Moor, Yorkshire; Andrew Air Conditioning 
Ltd., 57/59 Victoria-st., London, SW1. 


(GD) LONDON (MoW).—Contracts placed 
for week ended February 11: Berkshire: 
Extension of occupational therapy building 
at Broadmoor Instn., Crowthorne; Goodall, 
Barnard & Clayton Ltd., 61 Worting-rd., 
Basingstoke, Hampshire. Durham: Altera- 
tions and extension to paint testing labcra- 
tory at trading estate, Aycliffe; T. Manners 
& Sons Ltd., Peel-st., Bishop Auckland. Hert- 
fordshire: Erection of Post Office sorting 
office, Boreham Wood; T. & B. (St. Albans) 
Ltd., 69 Victoria-st., St. Albans. Kent: 
Resurfacing main parade ground at Duke of 
York School, Dover; Chittenden & Simmons 
Ltd., Ditton-palace, Larkfield, Maidstone. 
Lanarkshire: Removal of temporary house 
bases, Hillingdon-rd., Glasgow; Corpn. of 
Glasgow, Glasgow. London: Supply of sand 
and ballast and removal of rubbish in Lon- 
don district; Henry Boyer Ltd., Terminus 
Wharf, Paddington, W2. Heating and ven- 
tilation at Branch Post Office, Trafalgar-sq.; 
W. C. Deane Ltd., Amyand Park-rd., 
Twickenham, Middx. Alterations to plumb- 
ing at Ministry of Pensions, Bromyard-ave., 
Acton, W3; Sykes & Son Ltd., 8 Essex-st., 
Strand, WC2. Northumberland: Alterations 
and extensions at Post Office and telephone 
exchange, Gosforth, Newcastle; Tate & 
Holmes Ltd., Benwell> Village, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne. 


(cD) LONDON (War _ Dept.).—Contracts 
placed for week ended Feb. 3: Cumberland: 
Miscellaneous at Carlisle; The Building & 
Repairs Co. (Carlisle 1959) Ltd., Carlisle. 
Hampshire: Heating at Aldershot; G. N. 
Haden & Sons Ltd., London, WC1. Electrical 
at Aldershot; R. McEwen & Co. (Woking) 
Ltd., Woking. Essex: Painting and decorat- 
ing at Colchester; T. E. Cundy & Son Ltd., 
Leicester. Kent: Roadwork at Shorncliffe and 
Lydd; Ragusa Asphalte Paving Co. Ltd., Lon- 
don, SW1. Middlesex: Building at Feltham; 
Humphreys Ltd., London, SW7. Notting- 
hamshire: Building at Chilwell; Harold Ash- 
ley & Son Ltd., Mansfield Woodhouse. 
Somerset: Building at Yeovil; H. Hoskins 
Ltd., Langport. Surrey: Building at Guild- 
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ford; F. Kirkham (Croydon) Ltd., Croydon. 
Electrical at Farnborough; R. McEwen & Co. 
(Woking) Ltd., Woking. Yorkshire: Building 
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at Huddersfield; Harold Firth & Son Ltd:, 
Huddersfield. 

MANCHESTER.—Showrooms and shops 
at Hilt-st./Oldham-st. for The Norvic Shoe 
Co. Ltd. (a) Arthur Wardle (Builders) Ltd. 

MIDDLESBROUGH.—Following for TC: 
Erection of 2] houses and six flats at Easter- 
side estate. (A) Marway Builders Ltd., Nun- 
thorpe, Middlesbrough. Erection of 28 houses 
and six flats on the Easterside estate. (A) 
C. W. Athey & Sons Ltd., Middlesbrough. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. — Erection of 
casualty dept. at Newcastle General Hospital 
for Newcastle Regional Hospital Bd. (a) 
Crudens_ Ltd., Musselburgh, Scotland, 
£126,349. 

NEWTOWNABBEY (Co. Antrim).—Erec- 
tion of a 50,000 sa. ft. factory on Monkstown 
industrial estate for Ministry of Commerce. 
(aA) James McCready, Ltd., Montgomery-rd., 
Belfast. 

NOTTINGHAM.—Following for TC: New 
hostel at Bestwood Park. (a) Progressive 
Builders Ltd., £74,629. 129 garages at 
Firbeck/Bilborough/Wollaton Vale estates. 
(aA) G. L. Savage Ltd., £22,413. Civic theatre 
at Wellington Circus. (a) W. J. Simms, Sons 
& Cooke Ltd., Nottingham, £357,435. 

OXFORD.—Following for Regional Hospi- 
tal Bd.: Sick hospital and admission unit at 
Borocourt Hospital. (A) Francis Bros. Ltd., 
11 Armour-rd., Tilehurst, Reading, £139,553. 
Builders’ work for new boiler house and 
plant at Newbury Hospital. (A) F. J. Reynolds 
Ltd., Thatcham, £27,995. New wing at 
Regents Park College for the Board of 
Governors. (A) Woolridge and Simpson, 
Frenchay Road, Oxford. Extensions at 
Elizabeth House, 21 St. Giles, Oxford, for 
the Trustees. (A) Galbraith Bros. Ltd., Cray- 
ford, Kent, £68,000 (approx.). 

PARTINGTON.—Extensions to factory for 
Styrene Co-Polymers. (A) J. Gerrard & Sons 
Ltd., £46,000. 

PONTEFRACT. 
at Carleton Park estate for BC. 
& Son, Castleford. 

REDDITCH.—Erection of 50 bungalows, 
etc., for UDC. (a) Edmunds & Sons Ltd., 
£115,000. 

ROTHERHAM.—Erection of a laboratory 
and research building in Sheffield-rd. for 
Steel, Peech & Tozer. Ormrod & Ptnrs., 
architects. (a) J. Gerrard & Sons Ltd., 
Swinton, Lancs. 

ST. HELIER.— 
overspill site for 
£29,583. 

SHEFFIELD.—Erection of 194 maisonettes 
and 88 garages at Rolleston neighbourhood 
unit for Corpn. (A) Ackroyd & Abbott Ltd., 
£437,351. 

SHEFFIELD.—Following for TC: Occupa- 
tion centre at Park Grange-rd. (a) W. 
Redmile & Son Ltd., £96,681. Community 
centre at Shiregreen. (A) Spooners (Hull) 
Ltd., Stoneferry, £19,479. Cycle sheds at 25 
sec. schools. (a) Direct labour, £31,255. 

STAFFORD.—New Training College at 
Madeley for Staffs. CC. (A) Tideswell Bros., 
£319,251. 

STEPNEY.—Basement with five floors 
above plus tank room at 101 High-st., White- 


Erection of 57 dwellings 
(a) J. Grice 


ction of 20 houses at 
C. (A) Direct labour, 


chapel, El, for Midland Bank Ltd. S. A. 
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Hurdin. architect. (a) Wates Ltd., £100.831. 
STOKE-ON-TRENT. — Erection of 52 
dwellings at Longton Hall-rd. for TC. (a) 
Direct labour, £75,130. New supermarket at 
Campbell-pl. for Town & City Properties Ltd. 
(a) C. Cornes & Son Ltd., Hanley, Staffs. 
UPPER TEESDALE.—Construction of a 
new reservoir at Balderhead for Tees Valley 
& Cleveland Water Bd. The total works in 
connection with the reservoir, including filtra- 
tion plant and pipelines, will cost altogether 
about £7m. (A) R. Costain Ltd., £24m. 
WALTHAMSTOW.—Erection of 44 dwell- 
ings at Grosvenor Park-rd. for MBC. (A) 
Direct labour, £101,879. 
WESTBURY.—New sec. mod. sch. at 
Leigh-rd. for CC. (a) T. Holdaway & Sons 
Ltd., Westbury, £125,000 (approx.). 
WEYBRIDGE. — Conversion of metro- 
politan convalescent home as a geriatric 
hospital. (aA) W. & E. Simmons Ltd., £93,983. 
WHITEHAVEN.—Erection of residential 
hotel with 62 bedrooms at Coach-rd. (a) J. 
and W. Robson Ltd., Coach-rd., Whitehaven 
(work to start immediately). 
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